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SOME SUITABLE TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE, 


By T. S 


Tbe words of the ⁊viſe are as goads, and as nails faſtened by the 


mourn of ajeniblies, which are given from one ſhepherd, 
Eccleſ. xii, 11. 
4 word fly Joker rs like atple of gold in pictures of 25 Hover. 


The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the tals as 70 


mony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple, | 
Search the ſcriptures, John v. TY | | 
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TO THE 
READ E R. 


H E N I conſider the fad and 
deplorable decay of vital, heart 


religion among profeſſors of this day, 
with that conformity to the evil, ſinful 
cuſtoms of the world which is found 
among us; I think it may be aſcribed, 
among other cauſes, to that dreadful 
apoſtacy from thofe fundamental doc- 


trines of the goſpel which are the glory 


of the Chriſtian religion, and for which 


our forefathers ſuffered the ſevereſt per- 
ſecution even to death. But alas ! how 
is the gold become dim! how is the fine 


gold changed! A generation is riſen 
up who have forſaken the Gop of their 


A "© fathers, 


iv To THE REeADER. 
fathers, and the everlaſting truths of the 


goſpel; thoſe doctrines which tend to 
debaſe the creature, and to exalt the 


rich, free, ſovereign grace of Gop ; and 
in the room thereof have ſubſtituted thoſe 


which tend only to exalt the vain-glori- 
ous pride of ſinful depraved man; and to 


aſcribe unto him ſuch a power and free- 


dom of will as was never yet found in 
any mere man ſince Adam. And what 


is the conſequence? We plainly ſee it 


in the decay of vital religion in the lives 
of ſuch perſons as have forſaken the 
good old doctrines. And it remains an 


inconteſtable truth, that wherever the 
doctrines of the goſpel are forſaken, the 
power of religion will decline. Woful 
experience may convince us of it in the 
day wherein we live. . 
Wherefore I judged it not altogether 
a uſeleſs deſign to tranſcribe ſome paſſ- 
ages which I have, in my courſe of 
many years reading, collected from the 


writings | 
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To TAE READER: . 


writings of ſundry eminent divines and 
others, chiefly of the laſt century, ſome 


_ earlier; wherein we may ſee the judgment 


and ſentiments of thoſe pious and learn- 


ed divines concerning the important 


doctrines of the goſpel, now almoſt loſt 
among us. They ſhew alſo what an 
excellent harmony there is in divine 
truths in the minds and experience of 
fo many different perſons, and at differ- 
ent times, and in different places, as 
proceeding all from the divine teachings 
of the ſame holy and bleſſed Spirit. 
Gop raiſed up and ſpirited thoſe ex- 
cellent perſons with abilities and cou- 
rage to declare and defend the truth, 
notwithſtanding all oppoſition; not be- 


ing influenced with the fear of men, 


which bringeth a ſnare; but being un- 
der an awful impreſſion of the words 
of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. i Ix. 16, © Wo 1s 
me if I preach not the golpel.” 1 


My 
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My firſt view, in my labour herein; 
vas for my own private uſe; afterwards _ |, 
1 thought they might be of uſe to my 
own family; and then, upon frequent 
peruſal of them, they appeared tome 
ſo excellent, ſo ſtrong and ſtriking, _ 
that I could not but judge they might 
be acceptable and uſeful to thoſe very 
few of my Chriſtian friends and ac 
quaintance into whoſe hands they might 
come, and in whoſe hearts are the 
ways of them; from many of whom, p 
miniſters as well as private Chriſtians, 
J have received thanks, and acknow- 
ledgment of their uſefulneſs. 
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My deſign herein was chiefly for ſuch 
perſons who have but little inclination 
or leiſure to read much. To ſuch they _ 
may be as a little body of divinity, | 
And I therefore formed the book into 2 
this portable ſize, which may be very 
well carried in the pocket; whereby 
_ perſons may have frequent opportunities 
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vii 
of dipping into them upon every leiſure 


opportunity, and reading a paſſage or 


two, more or leſs, N being no ne- 
ceſſary connection between them. 


The ſcriptures which are ſubjoined 
to theſe paſſages are ſuch as for the 
moſt part occurred to my thoughts in 


tranſcribing ; whether the moſt perti- 


nent I ſhall not ſay: perhaps ſome read- 
ers may think of ſome others more ſo. 


That He that miniſtreth ſeed to the 


ſower may command a bleſſing upon 


them to the ſouls of the readers, is the 


earneſt prayer of the tranſcriber, 


THo. STRATTON. 


Ponder's End, 


March 12, 1761. 
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SELECT SENTENCES 


Tranſcribed from 


Sundry Eminent Divi N ES, and 


other WRITERS. 


N the worſt of times there is Kill 
more cauſe to complain of an evil 


heart, than of an evil and corrupt world. 


Prov. xxx. 2. Mr. FTEMINC. 


8 Bold finning doth Alber ard male faint 
believing, Pj. x XXXViii. 3, 4, 5 TIDE. 


3. None are more e ready to ſhrink in a day 
of trouble, than ſuch who at a diſtance rem. 
moſt daring. Jon 'n xili. 37. xvlii. 17, 25. 


| Ivem. | 


4. Places or Saen are happy or miſer- 


|" as Gop vouchſafeth his gracious pre- 
| ſence more or leſs, Exod. xxxili. 145 15. F. 


cxxi. 8. 5 8 N SIBS. 


B | | 5. Gop | 
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2 SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


5. God draweth ſtrait lines, but we think 


and call them crooked. Ezeh. xviii. 25. 


Mr. RuTHERFOORD. 
6. What unthankfulneſs is it to forget our 
conſolations, and to look only upon matter 


of grievance; to think ſo much upon two or 


three croſſes as to forget an hundred bleſſings | 
F, en, 2. Dr. S1Bs. 


7. A good man ſuffers. evil and doth good. 
Acls vii. 59, 60. 
A natural man ſuffers good and doth evil. 


Th. xxvi. 10. : I IDeEM, 


8. A godly man's comforts and grievances 
are hid from the world. Natural men are 
rangers to them. Prov. xiv. 10. IDtm. 


9. If there were no enemy in the world, 
nor devil in hell, we carry that within us, 
that, if let looſe, will trouble us more than 
all the world beſide. Rom. vii. 24, IDEM, 


10. Nothing e. can be very in with us when 
all is well within: we are not hurt till our 


ſouls are hurt. If the ſoul itſelf be out of 
tune, outward things will do us no more 


good than a fair ſhoe to a gouty fo 
OY 1 Gren 
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EMINENT Divers, &c. 7 


1 Chron. iv. 10. Prov. xxv. 20. Matth. x. 


28. | Dr. Sins. 


11. What we are afraid to do before men, 


we ſhould be afraid to think before Gon. 


Fer. xvii. IO. IpEM. 
12. Falſe fears bring true vexations; the 
imaginary grievances of our lives are more 


than the real, E.. li. 5. Prov. xxvi. 13. 


IpEM. 


12. He that hath flight thoughts of fin, 
never had great thoughts of Gop. P/. I. 21. 
| Dr. OWEN. 


14. Riches and abundance of the earth 


loads more than it fills; and men's wealth 
only heightens their wants. The great man 
oftener wants a ſtomach and reſt, than the 


poor wants meat and a bed to lie on. Eccleſ. 
v. 10, 12. Mr. FIIMIN G. 


15. Out of Gop there is nothing fit for 
the ſoul to ſtay itſelf upon. Fer. xvii. 5, 8. 
„„ Dr. Sine 


16. He wants no company, who hath 


Chriſt for his companion. I. Ixxiii. 25. 


IDEM, 


8 2 17. La- 


E SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


17. Labour to keep out fin, and then let 
come what will come. Gen. xxxix. 9. Dan. 


iii. 16, 17, 18. Dr. Siss. 


18. The wronged ade is the ſafer fide, 
Prov. xii. 5. Ipkx. 


19. Truſt "EM and be doing, and let 


him alone with the reſt. Pſ. xxxvii. 3. 


IDEM. 


20. The depths of miſery are never be- 


yond the depths of merey. Epbeſ. ils 4 5. 


f. xxxiv. 4, 5. „ 


21. To be moroſe, implacable, inexora- 


dle, and revengeful, is one of the greateſt 
e of human nature. Eccleſ. vii. g. 


Dr. OwEN. 


22. He that would be little in temptation, | ; 
let him be much in prayer. Mattb. xxvi. 
$8: Ive. | 
23. When a child of Gop wants peace, 
he can have no peace till God ſpeaks it. . 


Ivii. 19. Fob xxxiv. 29. Dr, Goopwin, 


24. So far as any are under the power of 
- fin, they are under the power of madneſs, _ 


Eccleſ. ix. 3. „ Dr. Owex. 
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 EMINENT DIvINES, &c. . 
25. In all worldly joys there is a ſecret 
wound. Prov. xiv. 13. Dr. OWEN, 


26. A true believing ſoul cannot but be a 


praiſing ſoul. Luke i. 46 to 55. Dr. S1Bs. 


27. In all favours, think not of them ſo 
much as Gop's mercy and love in Chriſt, 
which ſweetens them. Fer. xxxi. 3. 

„ Ipku. 

28. God will be our Gop ſo long as he 
is Chriſt's Gop, and becauſe he is Chriſt's 


 Gop. John x. 29. xvii. 10, 21. Ip EM. 


20. The whole world cannot . againſt 
this one comfort, that Gop is our's. P/. 
xlvi. Ipgu. 


30. For a Comer out of hell 2 not to reſt in 


the will of Gop, nor to humble himſelf 
under his mighty hand, is to make himſelf 
guilty of the eſpecial ſin of hell. Fer. xviii. 
6. Rom. ix. 20. Br. OwkERN. 


31. The groſſeſt defilements of ſin can no- 
ways ſtain religion and the ways of the 
LORD, Job: xxxv. 6, 8. Eſ. cxix. 160. 

Mr. FIEMINC. 


B 3 32. All 


6 SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


Wi 32. All our reſt in this world is from 
"18 ---. truſt in Gop.  P/. iv. 8. Hab. iii. 17, 19. 
1 33. It is our ſafeſt courſe in every affliction, 
| to lodge the adequate cauſe of it in our own 


bil! deſerts. Jſa. Ixiv. 6, 7. I pk. 
bl | 34. Abound in aCtings of faith, and we 


ſhall thrive in holineſs. I 1 John ths. 3+ £7 


XCil. 12. _ Iven, 


35. He that loves Gen ſincerely will be 
like him. 1 John iv. II. IpEM. 


36. True faith is humble, and ſceth no 
way to eſcape but only in Chriſt. Jon vi. 
68. 0 Mr. RurRHERTO OR. 
37. Grace withereth without adverſity. 
i IpEM. 


38. Faith makes us draw all our comforts 
from a fountain that will never fail. Feb. 
Xii. 5. Col. i. 19. John i. 16. 

Mr. HaLvnURTox. 


39. Ignorance of Gop and ourſelves is 
the great principle and cauſe of all our diſ- 
quietments. Rom, i. 21, 22. Dr. Owkx. 


40. A 


S EMINENT DIvINEs, &c. 7 


40. A man can be in no condition where- 
in Gob is at a loſs, and cannot help him. 
If comforts be wanting, he can create com- 


forts, not only out of nothing, but out of 


diſcomforts, er. xxxii. 27. Dr. Sins. 


41. No man dare aſk of Gop ſo much as 


he 1s ready and willing to give. James i. 5. 


Dr. Lu THER. 


42. When we are moſt ready to periſh, ; 
then is Gop moſt ready to help. Gen. xxii. 
14. e Ip EM. 


43. It is a matter of faith not to truſt to 
that which the eye ſecth, but that which the 
word promiſeth. Ram. iv. 18, 19, 20. 

Ip Ex. 


44. Scek to be pardoned; but above all 
ſeek to be beloved. Pf. xxv. 11. Epb. iii. 
19. Zeph, ill. 17. Dr. Goopwix. 

45. They only are wiſe, who are wiſe to 
ſalvation. 7 xxvill. 28. I Cor. 1 i. 20, 24. 
„„ „ IDEN 


46. Nothing but the 3 of Chriſt for 
us, will be the death of fin in us. Rom. v. 
8. vi. 15. 1 5 Dr. OwEx. 

| ia 47 k. 


8 SxrxcT SENTENCES FROM 
47. It is the glory of a Chriſtian not ta 
be faint-hearted under trials. Deut. xx. 3. 


Iſa. xl. 31. Heb. xii. 3. Rev. ii. 3. 
E Mr. Dorxey. 


48. He who prays. as he ought, will en- 


deavour to live as he prays. Prov. xv. 8. 
He that can live in fin, and abide in the 
ordinary duties of prayer, never prays as he 


ought. A truly gracious praying frame is 


utterly inconſiſtent with the love of, or re- 
ſerve for any ſin, 2 Ixvi. 18. 

Dr. Owex. 

49. The leaſt, grace is a better ſecurity for 

heaven than the greateſt gifts or privileges 

whatever. 1 Cor. Xill. I. 13. IpEM. 


50. It is not the outward profeſſion of the 
truth, but the inward power of it, that is 


uſeful unto the world or the fouls of men. 


Rev. ili. 1. Foy Ip. 


1 Let all ſeen enjoyments lead you to the 
unſeen Fountain whence they flow. 2 Cor. 


iv. 18. Fer. xxxi. 3. Mr. HALVY BURTON. 


52. If once we are ſure Gon hath done 
A thing, there 1 is no room left to diſpute its 
equity. 
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EMINENT DIvines, &c. 9 


equity. Gen. xviii. 25. Rom. ix. 20, 21. 


| Totem. 

52. We are never engaged to. love till the 
Lord's kindneſs draw us. Hof. xi. 4. Song 
j. 4. 2 Cor. v. 14. | | | I DEM. 


54. Men are out of their right minds till 


they come by faith and repentance to Chriſt | 


Jeſus. Luke x XV. 17. 1 Cor. vi. II. 


Mr. BAIN. 


55. It is a ſign ſome beam of heaventy 


_ wiſdom hath ſhined into that ſoul], which 
findeth itſelf empty of true ſaving wiſdom. 


John xvi. 8, 9. 2 Cor. iv. 6. Ipku. 


56. Unreaſonable fears are the ſins of 1 


hearts as truly as they are thorns in our ſides; 
they grieve the Holy Spirit. J. xlix. 14. 
Mr. Dan. BurGess. 


87. The field which hath millions of 
weeds in it is a corn-field for all that. Ta. 


Ii. 17, 18. Jer. XIV. 7. IpEu. 


58. He that exclaims, I am dead, ex- 
preſſeth a conceit he refuteth, Ph. Ixxxviii. 
53 8. „ 5 5 Tem, | 


59. One 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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59. One roſe upon a buſh, though but 2 
little one, and though not yet blown, proves 
that which bears it to be a true roſe tree. 


Rev. ii. 13, 14. iii. 8. Mr. Dan, Bus, 
60. As ſoon ſhall heavenly joy enter hell, 


as a preſumptuous finner's heart. Deut xxix. 
19, 20. Ja. xxvi. 12. lvii. 21. IDEM. 
61. A godly man beſt knows what true 
and ſolid pleaſure is. Pſ. cxix. 165. Prov. 
iii. 17. Luke x. 20. Mr. FLEMING. 
62. How ſweet is his ſmile, in whoſe 
countenance heaven lyeth! Pf. xxi. 6. Ixiii. 


683. They who are not ſome way or other 
under the power of a deſign to be like unto 
God, are every way like the devil, 1 Cyr. 
xv. 48. Eph. v. 8. 1 Pet. ii. 9, 12 

Dr. OwEx, 


64. If prayer do not conſtantly endeavour 
the ruin of ſin, fin will ruin prayer. Fob 
xxvii. 10. To live in fin and yet to believe 
the forgiveneſs of ſin is utterly impoſſible. 
H,. xvi. 18, 19. 1 IpkEMu. 
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EMINENT DivIxES, &c. 11 
65. A conſtant deſign after the not being 
of ſin is a bleſſed evidence of a ſaving faith. 
P/. Ixvi. 18, 19. 35 Dr. OWEN, | 
66. Sin may entangle the mind and diſ- 
order the affections, and yet not be preva- 
lent; but when it hath laid hold on the will 
it hath the maſtery. Jam. i. 14, 15. IpEu. 
67. He that hath taſted the bitterneſs of 


fin will fear to commit it, and he that hath 
felt the ſweetneſs of mercy will fear to 
oflend it. Rom. vi. 1, 2. 2 Cor. v. 14. 


Mr. Cuanxock. 


68. The a of one fin is a greater mi- 
ſery than the burden of a thouſand croſſes. 
Heb. xi. 25 | lol. 
69. We cannot begin to lead a holy life, 
till we firſt look to Chriſt for pardon of 
ſin, Luke i. 74, 75. Mr. Tao. Cos. 


70. Repentance is the greateſt honour 
next to Innocence. 2 Cir. vii. 10. IDEM.. 


7. The comfort of a Chriſtian lyeth not 


in his own fulneſs, but in Chriſt's. Zen i. 


16. Phil. iv. 123. Ip. 
72. He 


12 Sxlxor SENTENCES FROM 

e BE that lives in ſin and expects hap- 
pineſs hereafter, is like him that ſoweth 

cockle and thinks to fill his barn with wheat 

Or ere Luke vi. 44. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 


Mr. Jon BUNYAN. 


73. One leak will ſink a ſhip, and one 
ſin will deſtroy a ſinner. Cen. i. 17. Exe. 
XVIII, 4. 15 IDR. 


74. A ſenſe of Gov' 8 a in love is 


ſufficient to rebuke all anxiety and fears in 


the worſt and moſt dreadful condition. P. 


xxili, 4. Hab. iii. 17, 18. Dr. OwEN. 


75. One minute ſooner than God's time 


would not be his people's mercy. Exod. xii, 
41. Pf, xxxi. 15. Mr. FLEMINCG. 

76. Do all, ſuffer all, expect all, as being 
in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe. TFohn xv. 5. 
Phil, iv. 13. Mr. ELiSHA CoLE, 


Men, left to their own wills, will 
rather go to hell than be beholden to free 


grace for ſalvation. ohn v. 40. Ibu. 


78. Better to be a loſt ſheep than a goat 


or wine. Matth. Xx. 26. Mr. Marsnar. 


79. He 
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'EMINENT DIVINES, &c. 13 
79. He that thinks to draw ſaving graces 
out of natural principles, but ſpins out his 
bowels to die in his own web. Rom. viii. 8. 
Mr. ELIsnA Cork. 
80. A believer's heel may be bruiſed, but 
his vital parts are out of reach. Zech. ii. 8. 


„ Ipo EM. 

81. He that believeth the goſpel with 
hearty love and liking, as the moſt excellent 
truth, will certainly with the like heartineſs 
believe on Chriſt for his ſalvation. 1 Thef. 15 
i. 6, 0 10. Mr. MaxsHAT. 


82. Praying only for carnal things, ſhews 
a carnal heart, and leaves it carnal. Hof. 
Vit. 14. Jam. iv. 3. Ip EM. 
83. It is in vain for Gop to put off che 

ſoul that ſeeks Him, his kingdom, his righ- 

teouſneſs, with leſſer things: He knows that 
cannot be. Pf. IxXili. 25. | : 

Mr. Tao. Cort. 
. To put on the name of Chriſt, and 
not to walk in the ways of Chriſt, what is it 

elſe than to preyaricate with the divine name? 
Tit. 1. 30; _ Cyprrax, 


8 5. He 
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85. He is wiſe enough who hath learned 
the goſpel: he is altogether out of his ſenſes 


who ſceks ſaving knowledge any where elſc; 


for here are all treaſures, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. 


Bp. DavEnanrT. 


86. From all paſt ages, before time begæn 


to flow, Gop hath decreed to confer the grace 
of ſalvation by Chriſt UPON us. Matth. xxv. 
34. John xvii. oY 9, W 


Mr. Joux Calvix. 


. In the name | of Jeſus the whole go- 
ſpel lies hid: this name is the light, food, 


and medicine of the ſoul. Dong i. 3. 
GrLass1vs. 
$8. 10 was happier on the dunghill than 
Adam in paradiſe. 7 xix. 25, 26, 27. P/. 
xlix. 20. O how happily did J fall in Adam, 


who, after my fall, aroſe more happily in 


Chriſt, Rom. v. 17,19,  AUGUSTINE, 


89. No man can rejoice in this life and 
that which is to come: there is a neceſſity 
that he who would poſſeſs the one muſt loſe 


the other. 1 Joon i ii. 16. Heb. xi. 25, 26. 
Luke xvi. 12. Ibu. 


90. Low- 
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90. Lowilineſs of mind is not a flower that 


grows in the field of nature, but is planted 


by the finger of God in a renewed heart, 
and learned of the lowly Jeſus. faith. xi. 
29. „Mr. DOSTON» 

91. Grace makes a heart- memory, even | 
where there is no good hcad- "NAY P,. 
cxix. 115 | IpEx. 


92. In vain do men pretend to religion 
while ungodly company is their choice. 
Prov. xiii. 20. Pf. cxix. 63. Ip PBI. 


93. It is ſafer to be humble with one ta- 
lent, than proud with ten, yea better to be a 


humble worm than a proud angel. Jam. iv. 


6. Prov. xvi. 19. xxix. 23. Mr. Fraver. 


94. He that is contented with juſt grace 


enough to get to heaven and eſcape hell, and 


deſires no more, may be ſure he hath none 
at all, and is far from being made partaker 
of the divine nature. Pſalm li. 6. xl. 8. 
1 John iii. 3. Mr. JohN JANE WAV. 


95. All our N a A conſiſts in our 


Preparation for future glory. Col. i. 12. 


Dr. OwEN. 
96. Gop 
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96. Gop is faithful, who hath made him- 
ſelf a debtor to us, not by receiving any thing 
at our hands, but by promiſing all things to 
us. Heb. xi. II. ä AVGUSTINE; 1 


97. He is no Chriſtian that believes not 
that faith in the perſon of Chriſt is the ſpring 
of all evangelical obedience, 2 Cor. v. 14. 

Dr. Owen. 


98. Live not ſo much upon the comforts 
of Gop as upon the Gop of comforts. P/. 
Ixii. 3. Mr r. Maso. 


99. Poor ! what will ye do 
when the ſpan-length of your forenoon's 
laughter is ended, and when the weeping . 
ſide of providence is turned to you? Luke 
vi. 24. Mr. RuTHERFookD. 


100. Old age, and waxing old as a gar- 
ment, is written on the faireſt face of the 
creation. Pſ. cii. 26, - IDEM.. 


101. What miſery to have both a bad way 
all the day, and no hopes of lodging at night. 
Prov. xiv. 12, 32. Ip EM. 


4 


2 - 102. Sin's 


EMINENT DivINes, &c. 17 


102. Sin's joys are but night- dreams, 
thoughts, 1 rye and ſhadows. Rom. 
vi. 21. . i. 7, 8, 9, 10. | 
Mr. RUTHERFOURD: | 


14 EY; ES 


103. Having gotten Chriſt, it is not poſ- 
ſible to keep him peaceably, except the devil 
were dead. 1 Pet. v. 7, 8, 9. Ip EM. 
3 104. If there were no other argument for 
the corruption of our nature, the cold and 
indifferent way that we praiſe Gop for 
Chriſt is a demonſtration of it. Ia. liii. 1. 

Mr. MLaukIx. 

105. He is no true belieyer to whom ſin 
is not the greateſt burden, ſorrow, and trou- 
ble. Rom. vii. 244 Dr. Owkx. 


106. He that loves Jeſus Chriſt moſt, is 
moſt like unto Gep. 7h xvi. 27. IpERM. 


2 
* 
wy 
5 
2 
4 
> 
8 
51 
2 
9 
* F 
„ 
8 
5 
x 
{6 


7 
3 
5 
48% 
1 
7 
4 »3 
Of 
TEN, 
WOE 
HL 
RE 5/7 
5. 
5 * 
Sl 2 


. 
” TSR 24.3 i #5; 
VVV K = 
N TEE g WEIS SALT 2 
JJ KT]!!! 2 ner hos 
bg 4 4 $ 2 ö 2 75 Tr Fr 


. vs 


107. A may-be of mercy is a ſufficient 
pround for our reliance, and ſypport of the 
ſoul upon Gop. 2 Kings xix. 4. Zeph. ii. 3. 
Amos v. 15. Mr. Brie, | 


108. He is bs covetous whom Gop can- 
not ſuffice: he hath all things that hath him 
that hath all things. Rom. viii. 32. Ip ERC. 


C I 09. Such 


e 
3 
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109. Such as know Gop's glorious holi- 
neſs, and their own ſorry righteouſneſs, will 
deſpair of themſelves, and never venture with 
their briers and thorns upon a conſuming fire. 
Iſa. xxvii. 4, 5. Heb. vi. 8. Phil. iii. 8. 8 

| Mr. JExKSs. 1 
110. Faith takes hold on ſomething that - 
is material, and makes the ſoul triumph in : 


hope. Heb. x1. "OS Mr. Tno. CoLE. 


111. Internal conformity unto the habi- 
tual grace and holineſs of Chriſt is the fun- 
damental deſign of a Chriſtian life. Rom. 
viii. 29. Xit. 2. 1 Pet. ii. 22. Dr. Ow RN. 


. i * " & * * * 


e 
Ae 


| 112. A Godlike man is the only Godly 8 
man; a Chriſtlike nature brought into the 
ſoul doth only denominate a man a true 'F c 
Chriſtian. Phil. ii. 5. 1 Pet. iv. 1. K 

Mr. Snaw. 


al 


113. An atheiſt, that denies the being of t 
Gov, doth not ſo much affront him as a | 1 
natural man that owns his being, but walks 
as if there was no Gop, as if be were not 
a juſt and righteous Gop. Tit. i. 16. Rom. 
ii. | Mr. CHARNOCK. 


114, Gob's 


—— — —Umà“ . T: — 


114. Gop's word only is our true religion, 
as the divine rule; but our confeſſion, books, 
words, and lives, ſhew how we underſtand 
it. Ia. liii. f. Hil xiv. 9. Iſa. xxix. 11, 
. Mr. TRHO. Coxk. 
4115. It is not chin ſo heinous an idol- 
atry to ſet up a graven image, a ſenſeleſs 
and a ſinleſs ſtock or ſtone, as for a man 
to ſet up his own ſinful, corrupt affections, 
and devote himſelf to a compliance with 
them in oppoſition to the righteous will of 
Gop. Fer. xliv. 10, 17. 28. 
Mr. CARNOCK. 


116. A real inclination. of ſoul to ſeek 
= after the precepts of Go, to do and to walk 
is 'F after them, 1s an infallible ſign of a child of 
= Go. Pf. cxix. 94... Mr. Tuo. Cork. 
117. The vileſt thing is fin, the baſeſt 


thing is a ſinner; yea, ſinners are not pro- 
8 perly creatures of Gop's making, but are 
vile things of the devil's and their own. 
making, the only ſhameful thing in Gop's 
world. When a ſinner hath his eyes opened 
to ſee himſelf, he loaths himſelf, and thinks 
| he is s enough to pollute and defile and bur- 
1 C 2 
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den the whole creation of Gop: he abhors 
himſelf, and thinks that every one, eſpecial- 


ty the godly, ſhould abhor him too; but 


mainly he thinks and judges himſelf moſt 
juſtly loathſome to Gop. Nom. vii. 24. 
E. xxxviii. 4, 5. Prov. xxx. 2. 

Mr. TRAIL. 


118. Sin not only debaſeth the ſoul, but 
defiles it alſo; and indeed there is nothing 


elſe that can defile it, Mat. xv. 20. For the | 
ſoul is a moſt pure beam, bearing the image 

of the Father of lights; as far ſurpaſſing the 
ſun in pureneſs as the ſun doth a clod of 0 5 | 
earth; and yet all the dirt in the world can- _ 
not defile the ſun; all the clouds that ſeek 
to muffle it, it ſcatters them all: but ſin 


Hath defiled the ſoul; yea, one fin, the leaſt, 
defiles it in an inſtant, totally, Oy 
Lccleſ. vii. 25. Pf. li. 5. I John iii. 8. 


Dr. Goopwisx, 


119. By the death of Chriſt we are great- = 
iy ſtirred up, both to a caution againſt, and 
: Mi deteſtation of fin: for that mult needs be -- 


4 WER, 4 x 38 3 3 > BEER E z % A 1 182 5 
n 244% . n * 3 * ard 
7 


IF 2 N * F 
8 2 y 1 8 

br ns.) FS A 
e 2 


deadly which could be healed no other way 
than by the death of Chriſt, Who there- 
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fore, ſeriouſly conſidering that his ſins could 


be no other ways expiated than by the death 


of the Son of Gop himſelf, would not trem- 


ble to tread as it were this moſt precious 
blood under foot by daily ſinning! 2 Cor. v. | 
The 1 Pet. i. 1 Heb. ix. 14, 28. x. 4, 5+ 
Bp. DAvENANT. 
120. Adam, turning aſide from that ſtrait 
line preſcribed to him, loſt, for himſelf and 
all his poſterity, that beauty of the image of 
God after which he was created; and, while 
by an impaſſable way he affected a forbidden 
equality with the Deity, was made molt like 


to the devil, and, like that malignant ſpirit, 


by his own evil act deformed himſelf, than 
which, nothing more horrid or filthy can be 
conceived. The ſoul of a ſinner is an hor- 
rible monſter, without form and without 
light; nothing there but mere darkneſs, mere 
confuſion; all things torn and thrown down, 
nothing rightly placed; firſt things take the 
place of laft, and loweſt things of higheſt. 
If any one could have a clear view of himſelf, 
according to his inward diſpoſition, in an 
undeceiving glaſs, he would fly from himſelf 
a5 from the moſt frightful apparition, with 
3 the 
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the utmoſt horror. And indeed, if holineſs 
be the moſt beautiful ornament of the divine 
perfections, that muſt needs be moſt filthy 
which is not only moſt unlike to that beauty, 
but is diametrically oppoſite thereunto. This 
is that filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naughti- 
neſs mentioned by James, chap. i. 21. by 
which it comes to paſs that man is abomi- 
nable to Gor, who cannot but turn away 
the glorious eyes of his moſt pure holineſs 
from him. Job xxv. 4. P/. xlv. 7. 
HERMAN WITsIUs. 


121. But and if I was conceived in ini- 
quity, and in fin my mother nouriſhed me 
in her womb, where, I pray thee, O my 
Gop, where and when, O Lord, was I, 
thy ſervant, innocent? Pſ. li. 5. Iviii. 3. 

 AUGUSTINE. 


122. Who is there that coal aright 


the vanity, darkneſs, and ignorance of his 
mind, the perverſeneſs and ſtubbornneſs of 


his will, with the diſorder, irregularity, and 


diſtemper of his affections, with reſpect unto 
things ſpiritual and heavenly, who is not 


aſhamed ol, who doth not abhor himſelf? 
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This is that which hath given our nature its 


leproſy, and defiled it throughout. And he 
who hath no experience of ſpiritual ſhame 
and ſelf-abhorrency on account of this in- 
conformity of his nature, and the faculties 
of his ſou], unto the holineſs of God, is a 
great ſtranger to the whole work of ſanCtifi- 
cation, Who is there that can recount the 
unſteadineſs of his mind in holy meditation, 
his low and unbecoming conceptions of 
Gop's excellencies, his proneneſs to fooliſh 
imaginations and vanities that profit not, 
his averſation to ſpirituality in duty and fix- 
edneſs in communion with God, his prone- 
neſs to things ſenſual and evil, all arifing 
from the ſpiritual irregularity of our natural 
faculties ; but if ever he had any due appre- 
henſions of divine purity and holineſs, that 
is not ſenſible of his own vileneſs and baſe- 
neſs, and is not oftentimes deeply affected 
with ſhame thereon? Iſa. Ixiv. 6. Dan. ix. 
J Dr. Owex. 

123. Sinful man is not only blind, but is 


in love with his blindneſs; he boaſts that he 


fees when he is moſt of all blind, and with 
all his might reſiſts that true light, which 
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24 SELECT. SENTENCES FROM | 
by the works of divine providence, by the 
word of Gop, and ſome ſparkling beams of 
the Spirit, moſt kindly offers itſelf. John ix. 
20, 1. Mr. HERM. Wirts1vs. 


124. The Son of Gop bearing the puniſh- 
ment of the ſins of the elect and believers in 
our nature, declares the ſinfulneſs of ſin more 
than the torments of hell will, where wicked 
men and angels ſhall ſuffer the puniſhment 


of their own fins to all eternity. And ſin— 


— ,, 


ners going to Chriſt for juſtification, ſancti- 


fication, and ſalvation, by his righteouſneſs 


and Spirit, includes an acknowledgment, 
I. that they deſerve damnation; 2. that of 


all creatures, except devils, they are fartheſt 


trom the kingdom of heaven. Luke xv. 18, 


19, 21. Mr. GLascock. 


125. There is no greater diſcovery of the 
depravation of our natures by fin, and de- 
generacy of our wills from their original 
rectitude, than that, whereas we are ſo prone 
to the love of other things, and therein do 
ſeek for ſatisfaction to our ſouls, where it is 


not to be obtained, it is ſo hard and difficult 


to raiſe our fouls unto the loye of Gop. 
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Were it not for that depravation, He would 
always appear as the only ſuitable and ſatis- 
factory object unto our ſouls and affections. 


Pſ. xvi. 11. 2 Tim. | iii. 4. Jer. ji. 25. 
Dr. Ownn. 


126. Who is there that hath a ſerious 
reverence of Gop, with any due apprehen- 
ſions of his holineſs, and a clear conviction 


of the evil nature of fin, who is not able to 
call over ſuch aRings in childhood (which 


moft think meet to connive at) wherein 
they may remember that perverſity where- 


of they are now aſhamed? Job xiii. 26. xx. 


127. Men's ſins are innumerable, yet 3 


are but cyphers to the vaſt ſums of grace 
which are every day expended; becauſe they 
are finite, but mercy is infinite. Rom. v. 20. 


F. eiii. /. Mr. CHARNOCKk. 


128. What ſhould a ſinner do, but go to 


Chriſt? what can come of a ſinner if Chrift : 


receive him not? yea, what is a Saviour of 
ſinners for, but for receiving ſinners and 
ſaving them from their ſins? and yet ſinners 


coming unto Chriſt, and Chriſt's welcoming 
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againſt Chriſt and believers. So ſure it is 


that no man can ſee any glory in that grace 


of Chriſt that he hath no ſight or ſenſe of his 


own need of. Matib. i. 21. Luke xx. 2. 


Mark ii. 17. Mr. TRAIL, 


129. Every believers's experience witneſſ- 
eth to this, that every one that believes on 


Jeſus Chriſt, acts that faith as the chief of 
ſinners: every man that ſeeth himſelf rightly - : 
thinks ſo of himſelf, and thercin thinks not 


amiſs. Gop only knows who is truly the 


_ greateſt ſinner, and every humbled ſinner 


will think he is the man. Prov. xxx. 2. 
Ip Eu. 


130. There are no ſaving views of G0 


but in Chriſt, and there are no gracious views 


Gop hath of men but in Chriſt, If we look 
on God out of Chriſt, we are dazzled with 
an overwhelming, confounding Majeſty; if 


God look on us out of Chriſt, he ſeeth hate- 


ful and hated ſinners. £5. ii. 12, 13, 14. 
. IDE. 

131. Well may we wonder that the great 
Gop ſhould ſtoop ſo low, to enter into ſuch 
| a COve- 


EMINENT DiviNEs, &c. 27 
8 covenant of grace and peace, founded up- 
on ſuch a Mediator, with ſuch utter enemies, 
baſe creatures, ſinful duſt and aſhes as we 
are. This is the wonderment of angels, a 


torment of devils, and the glory of our na- 


ture and perſons, and will be matter of ad- 


miration and praiſing Gop to us for all 


eternity. P/. ciil. 1, 2, 3. 1 John iv. 9. 
Rev. v. 9, 10. Dr. SIBS. 
132. The LoRD Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a 


Saviour as became the grace, mercy, love, 


wiſdom, holineſs, righteouſneſs, juſtice, and 


power of Gop to provide; and, on the other 
hand, ſuch a Saviour as became ſinners needs 
and deſires, and therefore deſerves their ac- 
ceptance, as fit, ſuitable, ſufficient to ſave 
all that come to Gop through him, and that 
even to the utmoſt; his blood being able to 
cleanſe from all fin, his power being able to 
jubdue all things to himſelf, and his Spirit 
ſufficient to lead into all truth. P/. Ixxxix, 
19. Jahn xvi. 13. Mr. HAaLyBuRToN, 


133. O how marvellous a contrivance is 


there where the Bleſſed Majeſty of Gop finds 
an argument in Himſelf, when man had 


none 
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none wherewithal to plead! the Son was found "on 
in the form of a ſervant, and became our near- 


eſt kinſman to redeem the inheritance, where 
his people's ſtanding is enſured by another 


Surety and ſtrength than their own; not on 


their apprehending, but their being appre- 


hended; where the Lord does oblige him- 


ſelf by bond to make that good which is only 


of grace, and is moſt freely given; where he 


both frames the defire within the ſoul and 


ſatisfies it. Ja. xlv. 24. Fer. iii. 19. Exel. 
Xvi. 4, 9. Mr. FLEMING. 


134. The fountain of mercy is Gow's love 
to us from eternity, which inclined to us 
when we were hateful; when he had deter- 
mined to manifeſt this love to us, then ac- 
cording to mercy he ſaved us, Grace and 


- mercy, and his giving Chrift, all is from 


hence, He ſo loved the world, that He gave 
his only . Son, &c. Jobm i 111. 16. 
Mr. Bain. 


135. Jeſus Chriſt is fo dieb in dignity 


that no worth can recommend any creature 


to Him; therefore He takes them that are 


under his feet, poor ſinners, upon whom 
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He can tread as upon thoſe in hell; and 
he can love them heartily and familiarly, 
make them his queen, ſet them at his own 
right hand. Therefore be not diſcouraged, 
though you be laid never ſo low at his feet 
in a ſenſe of your own vileneſs; for it is all 
one to Jeſus Chriſt. The truth is, He hath 
none elſe to marry but thoſe that are under 
his feet. He muſt have no wife if He have 


not thoſe that are perfect ſlaves: yea, if He 


will have the ſons of men, He muſt have 
enemies, upon whom He might tread, and 
trample under his feet. Deut. vii. 7. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 22, 32. . Dr. Goopwix. 

136. All my hope, as to freedom from 
that darkneſs which is my burden, is from 
Chriſt's prophetical office, and my hope of 
freedom from the guilt, pollution, and power 
of ſin, and acceptation with Gop, ariſes 
from his kingly and prieſtly offices. In one 
word, I have no hopes of any mercy, in 
time or eternity, but only through Him: it 
is through Him I expect all, from the leaſt 


drop of water to the immenſe riches of glory. 


Luke xxiv. 45, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Heb ix. 28. 
. Mr. HALVYEURTOx. 
137. Free 
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137. Free grace is God's darling, which !; 
He loves to advance; and it is never more 


advanced than when it beautifies the moſt 
misſhapen ſouls. 1 Tim. i. 14, 15. 

| Mr. CHARNOCK. 

138. Two things may quict any man's 

conſcience under the greateſt guilt. 1. [5 


there not a ſufficient ſacrifice? is there not 


ſatisfaction and atonement in the blood of 
Chriſt? is not this a ſufficient ſacrifice? 2. 
Is it not thine? This I know unbelief 1: 
apt to ſtagger at: but therefore do but lay 
thy hand upon the head of the Sacrifice, 
confeſs thy ſins over the head of thy Burnt- 
oftering, lay thy burdens upon Him by faith, 
and He is thine, and all that He hath done 
and ſuffered was for thee, and ſhall be as 
effectual for thy good, as available and ef- 


fectual with the Lord for thee, as if thou 1 
thyſelf hadſt ſuffered, yea, infinitely more. 


Lev. i. 4. Rom. viii. 1. John vi. 35, 37. x. 
27, 28, 29. Mr. Sam, MArHER. 
139. If Satan lay to my charge; Altho' 
in Chriſt Jeſus thou haſt ſatisfied the puniſh- 
ment which thy fins have deſerved, and haſt 
1 put 
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put on his righteouſneſs by faith, yet thou 
canſt not deny but thy nature is corrupt, ſo 
that thou art prone to all evil, and thou haſt 


in thee the ſeeds of all vices: Againſt this 


temptation this anſwer is ſufficient, That, 
by the goodneſs of Gop, not only perfect 
righteouſneſs, but even the holineſs of Chriſt 
alſo, is imputed and given unto me, as if I 
had neither committed any fin, neither were 
there any blot or corruption cleaving to me. 
1 Cor. i. 30. Song iv. 7. | BasTINGIVs. | 


140. The law preſſeth on a man till he 
fies to Chriſt; then it ſays, Thou haſt got- 
ten a refuge, I forbear to follow thee: thou 
art wiſe; thou art ſafe. Gal. iii. 13, 24. 

. BENGELIUS. 


141. Queſtion. How art thou righteous. 
before Gop? 


| Anſwer. By faith alone in 1 Chriſt; 


fo that although my own conſcience do ac- 
cuſe me that I have grievouſly offended againſt 
all the commandments of Gop, and have 
not kept any one of them, moreover alſo that 
I am prone to all evil, yet notwithſtanding 
(ſo that I embrace theſe benefits with true 

1 affance 
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affiance of mind) without any merit of my | 7 
own, of the mere mercy of Gop, the per- 


fect ſatisfaction, righteouſneſs, and holineſs f 
of Chriſt is imputed and given unto me as if 


I never had committed any ſin, neither were 
there any blot or corruption cleaving unto 
me; yea, as if I myſelf had perfectly per- 
formed that obedience which Chriſt hath 
performed for me. 1 Cor. i. 30. Rom. x. 4. 

: HEIDELB. CATECHISM, 


142. The truth 1s, the ſatisfaction of Chriſt 
is the foundation of pardon; this ſatis faction 
lies in the expiatory ſacrifice offered by Chriſt 


upon the croſs: hence expiation or atone- 


ment is joined with pardon in ſeripture. 
Numb. xv. 25. Lev. iv. 20. The prieſt was 
to make atonement that the ſin might be 
forgiven. An expiatory ſacrifice led the way 


to forgiveneſs under the law. And fo it does 


now under the goſpel. Without ſhedding of 


blood there is no remiſſion of ſins: if you 
have not the blood of Chriſt in your eye 


when you go to Gop for pardon, never think 


to ſpecd. Matth. xxvi. 28. Heb. ix. 22. 
Mr, Tho. Cork. 
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143. No comfortable, refreſhing thoughts 


of God, no warrantable or acceptable bold- 


neſs in an approach and acceſs unto Him, 


can any one entertain or receive, but in the 


exerciſe of faith on Chriſt as the Mediator 
between Gop and man. And if, in the 


practice of religion, this regard of faith unto 


Him, this acting of faith on Gop through 


Him, be not the principle whereby the whole 
is animated and guided, Chriſtianity is re- 
nounced, and the vain cloud of natural reli- 
gion embraced in the room of it. Not a 
Y verbal mention of Him, but the real inten- 
tion of heart to come unto Gop through 
Him, is required of us; and therein all ex- 
pectation of acceptance with Gop, as unto 
> our perſons or duties, is reſolved. Gal. ii. 
20. Eph. ii. 18. 9 


Dr. Owen. 


| 144. The law admits of no pardon, al- 
= lows of none; it is not at all concerned about 
that matter, but ſeeks its own ſatisfaction in 
a way of ſtrict juſtice; the law is all for juſt- 
ice: mercy comes in by another covenant. 
It was never in the nature and conſtitution 
\ bel the law to give life to a ſinner; the law 


cannot do that: it can give life to a righteous 
„ man, 


EMINENT Divixxs, We. 33 


1 


_ * 1 
— 
8 —— 
. — — YT. 


34 SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


man, but not to a ſinner; the law will pro- 


fecute him to death: it would act contrary 


to itſelf, to its own declared judgment and 


eternal ſanction, if it ſhould do otherwiſe. 
Gen. ii. 17. Ezeh. Xviii. 4. Rom. viii. 3. 
| : Mr. Tho. Corr. 


145. Grace pleaſeth a believer ſo well, . 3 


that he cannot but ſtudy to pleaſe Gop in 


all things ever after; the law of grace con- 


ſtrains him. 2 Cor. v. 14. IpgEzl. 


146 While we endeavour to prepare our 3 
way to Chriſt by holy qualifications, we do 


rather fill it with ſtumbling-blocks and deep 


_ pits, whereby our fouls are hindered from F 
ever attaining to the ſalvation of Chriſt, ® 
Chriſt would have us to believe on Him that 2 
juſtifies the ungodly, and therefore. He doth 4 
not require us to be godly before we believe: 
he came as a phyſician for the ſick, and doth F. 
not expect they ſhould recover their health J 4 
in the leaſt degree before they come to Him. 
The vileſt ſinners are fitly prepared and qua- 
lified for this deſign, which is to ſhew forth 8 
the excecding riches of grace, pardoning our Ju 
ſins and ſaving us freely. Eph. ii. 5, 7. It b 
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1 it is no affront to Chriſt, or lighting or con- 
5 7 temning the juſtice and holineſs of Gop, to 
come to Gop while we are polluted ſinners; 
. but rather it is an affronting and contemning 
the ſaving grace, merit, and fulneſs of Chriſt, 
E: pf we endeavour to make ourſelves righteous 
$ and holy before we receive Chriſt himſelf, 
and all holineſs and righteouſneſs in Him by 
1 aith, Matth. xi. 28. 


45 


Mr. MARSHAL. 


147. The ſuretiſhip- righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


| C hich is through faith upon believers, is his 
perfect conformity to the moral law in all 
"that which the juſtice of God did by virtue 
"thereof demand in behalf of the ele& from 
9 hriſt as their ſurety, that they might, not 
only in a way of grace, but in a way of 
1 ſtice, be brought to that eternal bleſſed- 
: = ſs and glory whereto Gop in his infinite 
| 1 ve had appointed them. 
i. 26. 


Gal. iv. 4. Rom. 
Mr. NATH. MATHER, 


"9 


24 148. Gov” 8 indie noodneſs, grace, mer- 
2; and love, are infinitely glorified in the 
"Wit of Chriſt an infinite ſaviour ; his infinite 
Iſtice and holineſs, in juſtifying a believer 


his infinitely meritorious rizhteouſneſs. 
A be- 
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A believer is more honourably juſtified by the 
infinitely meritorious righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
imputed to him, than an angel by his inhe- 
rent, perfect, perſonal righteouſneſs, which 
is but the obedience of a finite perſon: a be- 
lever is more honourably ſanctified by that 


grace which is the purchaſe of Chriſt's infi- L 


nite merit, and the fruit of his Spirit dwell- 


ing in him, than an angel by that grace which | ; 


is the gift only of Gop's creating bounty. 


Ia. xlii. 21. Mr. GAscock. 2 
149. The righteouſneſs of the law in a| 
ſtrict legal ſenſe (for I muſt be forced to di- 4 
ſtinguiſn, I know many in this age will not“ 
underſtand me, but they that have ears to 
hear let them hear) I ſay the righteouſneſs | 
of the law in a ſtrict legal ſenſe admits of no 1 
degrees, it muſt be perfect or none. It is! : 
true, a gradual tendency towards the exact 5 
righteouſneſs of the law is commendable in 
any; but, becauſe it is not a fulfilling of the L 
Jaw, the law will not reward it, but puniſh | 
that man as a ſinner, not becauſe he gocs {of 
far in his obedience, but becauſe he goes no 
farther. A man may do many things; but, 
if he doth not always do every thing that“ 
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right in the law, the law will curſe that man, 
and his former righteouſaeſs ſhall not be re- 
membred. Ez. xvili. 24. Deut. xxvii. 26. 
Gal. in. 10, 11. Mr. T. Cor x. 


150 True juſtifying faith puts the ſoul 
(as ſenſible of its loſt condition by the law) 
upon flying for refuge unto Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs, (which righteouſneſs of his is not an 
act of grace by which he makes our obedience 
accepted with God for juſtification, but his 
perſonal obedience to the law in doing and 
ſuffering for us what that required at our 
hands). This righteouſneſs true faith ac- 
cepteth, under the ſkirt of which the ſou! 
being ſhrouded, and by it preſented as ſpot- 
leſs before Gop, it is accepted, and acquit- 
ted from condemnation, Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

Mr. JohN Buxxyax. 


151. The tranſcendent graciouſneſs of the 
goſpel covenant conſiſts not in requiring leſs; 
righteouſneſs, to give title to liſe, than was 
due at firſt; but in not requiring a perfect 
righteouſneſs perſonally for that end, but 
providing and accepting that of a ſurety, 


according to the apoſtle, Raw. viii. 3, 4. 
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The law could not give us life, becauſe, 
being weakened by fin, we could not per- 
form the perſect righteouſneſs which is re- 
quired; but what the law could not do, 
Chriſt has done, giving us a title to life, 
fulfilling the righteouſneſs of the law on our 3 ( 
behalf, Rom. x. 4. 1 Cor. i. 30. 

Mr, CLARKSON, 3 
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152. The redeeming power of the blood 2 RN 
of Chriſt is greater than the condemning 3 f 
power of ſin. This excellency it hath from ! { 
the dignity of his perſon (for it is the blood 
of Gop, Afs xx. 28.) which makes his 
obcdience and ſufferings give more glory to 
Gop than our ſuffering in hell would have 2 

done, 005 xlii. 21. Rum. v. 17. 
Mr. Sam. MATHER, 


153. Some are all their days laying the 
foundation, and are never able to build upon 
it to any comfort to themſelves or uſefulneſs 
to others. And the reaſon is, becauſe they 
will be mixing with the foundation, ſtones 
that are only fit for the following building. J 

They will be bringing their obedience, du- 3 
ties, mortification af fin, and the like, unto 
the 
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the foundation. Theſe are precious ſtones 
to build with, but unmeet to be firſt laid to 


bear upon them the whole weight of the 


building. The foundation is to be laid in 
mere grace, mercy, pardon in the blood of 


Chriſt; this the ſoul is to accept of and to 


reſt in merely as it is grace, without the 
conſideration of any thing in itſelf, but that 
it is ſinful and obnoxious to ruin. This it 
finds a difficulty in, and would gladly have 
ſomething of its own to mix with it: it can- 
not tell how to fix theſe foundation- ſtones 
without ſome cement of its own endeavours 
and duty: and becauſe theſe things will not 
mix, they ſpend a fruitleſs labour about it 
all their days. But if the foundation be of 
grace, it is not at all of works; otherwiſe 
grace is no more grace. If any thing of our 
own be mixed with grace in this matter, it 
utterly deſtroys the nature of grace, which, 
if it be not alone, it is not at all. Rom. xi. 


6. Eph. ii. 8, 9. Dr. OWEN, 


154. To take up mercy, pardon, and 
forgiveneſs, abſolutely on the account of 
Chriſt, and then to yield all obedience in 

TO the 
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the ſtrength of Chriſt, and for the love of. 
Chriſt, is the life of a believer. 2 Cor. v. 
14, 15. Phil. iv. 1 3. Dr. OwEN. 


155. When thy conſcience is thoroughly 
afraid with the remembrance of thy ſins paſt, 
and the devil affaileth thee with great vio- 


lence, going about to overwhelm thee with 


heaps, floods, and whole ſeas of ſins, to ter- 


rify thee, and draw thee from Chriſt, then 


arm thyſelf with ſuch ſentences as theſe : 


Chriſt, the Son of God was given, not for 
the holy, rightcous, worthy, and ſuch as 


were his friends; but for the wicked ſinners, 
for the unworthy, . and for his enemies, 
| Wherefore, if Satan ſay, Thou art a ſinner, 
and therefore mult be damned; then anſwer 
thou, and ſay, Becauſe thou ſayeſt I am a 


ſinner, therefore will I be righteous and be 


ſaved: and if he reply, Nay, but ſinners 
muſt be damned; then anſwer thou, and ſay, 
No; for I fly to Chriſt, who hath given 
himſelf for my fins; and therefore, Satan, 
in that thou ſayeſt I am a finner, thou giveſt 
me armour and weapons againſt thyſelf, that 
with thine own ſword I may cut thy throat, 


and 
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and tread thee under my feet. Matth. xi. 
28. Rom. v. 6, 8. 


Dr. LUTHER. 


156. We ſhall be ſure to meet with the 


devil, with conſcience, with wicked men, 


and with the law of Gop, in our way to 


heaven, and we can deal with none of them 
but by that righteouſneſs which hath ſatisfied 


all; let us bring that along with us, and they 


will all flee before it. 
his own righteouſneſs, ſhut him out, ſaith 
God; ſo ſaith conſcience, ſo ſaith the law, 
ſo ſaith the devil: but when one comes 


If a ſinner comes in 


clothed with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, let 


him in, faith Gop; ſo faith conſcience, ſo 


ſaith the law, and let the devil ſay a word 


to the contrary if he dare. Rom. v. 1. Phil. 


Mr. THo. COLE, 


157. The grace of Gop is little beholden 


to that doctrine which would give the glory 


of it to a graceleſs thing [free-will]; and as 


little have the ſouls of men to thank it for: 


it feeds them with dreams and fancies, 


which, when they awake, will leave them 


it 


hardly beſtead and hungry. Therefore fit 
not down under the ſhadow of that gourd, 
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it hath a worm at the root. And they will 
not be held guiltleſs, nor kept from the ſcorch- 
ing ſun, whoever they be that ſhelter them- 
ſelves in the covert of it: it is a ſpark of 
men's own kindling, wherewith though com- 
paſſed round, they will lye down in ſorrow. 
Iſa. I. 11. Gal. i. 15. Rom. ix. 16. 
Mr. ELIsHA ColLk. 


158. Our faith, our repentance, our obe- 
dience, being ſinfully defective, cannot, as 
ſuch, make any thing due to us but puniſh- 
ment, and ſo cannot oblige the Loxp to 


perform the promiſes to juſtify, pardon, or 


ſave us: r that which obliges the Lord to 
execute the threatning cannot oblige him to 
fulfil his promiſe. How then is the LoRD 
obliged? how come the promiſes to be ac- 
compliſhed? Not upon the account of our 
defective performances, but for Chriſt's ſake, 
and ſo through grace. Ezek, xxxvi. 22, 32. 

Mr. CLARK s0N. 


159. The commemoration of the covenant 
of works at Sinai was made to convince the 


Iſraelites of their fin and miſery, to drive 
them out of themſelves, to teach them the 
4 nůceceſſit/y 
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neceſſity of ſatisfaction, and to compel them 


to Chriſt; and ſo is ſubſervient to the cove- 
nant of grace. Rom. iii. 20. Gal. iii. 24. 
HERM. WIrSIVs. 
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160. When any perſon comes practically 


to know how great a thing it 1s for an apo- 


ſtate ſinner to obtain the remiſſion of fins, 


and an inheritance among them that are ſanc- 
tified, endleſs objections, through the power 
of unbelief, will ariſe unto his diſquier- 


ment. Wherefore that which is principally 


ſuited to give him reſt, peace, and ſatisfac- 
tion, and without which nothing elſe can 
do ſo, is the due conſideration of, and the 


acting faith upon that infinite effect of divine 


wiſdom and goodneſs in the conſtitution of 


the perſon of Chriſt. This, at firſt view, 
will reduce the mind unto that concluſion, 
If thou canſt believe, all things are poſſible. 


For what end cannot be effected hereby? what 
end cannot be accompliſhed that was de- 
ſigned in it? Is any thing too hard for Gop? 
Did Gop ever do any thing like this, or 
make uſe of any ſuch means for any other 
end whatever? Againſt this no objection 


Can 
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can ariſe, On this conſideration of Him 
faith apprehends Chriſt to be, as indeed he 
is, the power of Gop and the wiſdom of 
God unto the ſalvation of them that do be- 
lieve, and therein doth it find reſt with 
peace. Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8. vii. 18. Dan. ix. 
24. Dr. Owxx. 


161. From the intimate conjunction that 
is between Chriſt and the church it is juſt 
and equal in the fight of Gop, according 
to the rules of his eternal righteouſneſs, that 


what he did and ſuffered in the diſcharge 
of his office ſhould be eſteemed, reckoned, 
and imputed unto us, as unto all the fruits 


and benefits of it, as if we had done and 


' ſuffered the ſame things ourſelves. Ja. Iii. 


5, b. 57 „ "IDEMs 


162. By virtue of his union with the 


church, which of his own accord he entred 
into, and his undertaking therein to anſwer 
for it in the fight of Gop, it was a righteous 


thing with Gop to lay the puniſhment of all 
our fins upon Him, ſo as that he might free- 


ly and graciouſly pardon them all, to the 
honour and exaltation of his juſtice as well 


as 


as of his grace and mercy. Rom, iii. 24, 


25, 26. P/. Ixxxv. 10. Dr. Owen. 


163. Gop's great deſign, in the method 
of ſalvation made choice of by infinite Wil- 


dom, was to ſtain the pride of all glory, 
that no fleſh might glory in his fight, but 


that he that glorieth ſhould glory only in 


the Lok. fer. 1 ix. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 

e Mr. HaLY BURTON. 
164. In his croſs were divine holineſs and 
vindictive juſtice exerciſed and manifeſted, 
and through his triumph grace and mercy 
are exerted to the utmoſt, This is that 
elory which raviſheth the hearts and fatiates 
the fouls of them that believe. 
prehenſion hercof let my ſoul live, in the 
faith hereof let me die, and let preſent ad- 
miration of this glory make way for the 
cternal enjoyment of it in its beauty and 
fulneſs. Heb, x. 12. Col. i. 20. Eph. iii. 


18. Rom. xi. 33. Dr. OWEN. 


165. It is a vain and a fooliſh thing to 
ſeek for the rultiication of a ſinner without 


ſatisfaction to the juſtice of Gop, which he 


can never give but by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt 
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In due ap- 
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Chriſt imputed to him. While juſtice re- 
mains unſatished, it will overthrow all other 


grounds of hope for juſtification, which we 


may take up from our own works and do- 
ings. The juſtice of God ftrikes an un- 
juſtified ſinner under the curſe, and fo leaves 
bim in a condemned ſtate. Fohn iii. 18. 
„ Mr. Tno. CoLE. 
166. If any thing ought to be accounted 
worthy of the moſt attentive conſideration, 


it is indeed the covenant of grace. Here a 


way is ſhewn unto a better paradiſe than the 
earthly, and to 2 more certain and more 
| ſtable happineſs than that from which Adam 
fell, Here new hopes ſhine upon ruincd 


mortals, which by ſo much ought the more 


to be acceptable, by how much it came 


more unexpected. Here conditions are of- 


fered, to which eternal life is annexed; con- 


ditions not again by us to be performed, 


which would cauſe the mind to deſpond; 


but by Him who departed not this life, be- | 
fore He had truly ſaid, It is finiſhed. Rom. 


*. 4. Mr. HERMAN WITsSIVus. 
167. Juſtiſying faith conſiſteth in the 


heart's approbation of the way of juſtiſication 


and 


7 
4 
£ 
* 
+ 910 
. I © 
N V 
__ 
_ 
"= 
It 
v3 
2 TN, 
* * 
2 
* or, 
0 
* 
1 
— 
; 
if 


a 


a 


8 2 
1 
N 
8 
wes 
yt” 
I® 
$5 
1 
. 
2 55 
3 
2 
ws 
* 
* 
4 


EMINENT Divints, &c. 47 


and ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt pro- 
poſed in the goſpel, as proceeding from the 
grace, wiſdom, and love of Gop, with its 


acquieſcence therein as to its own concern- 
ment and condition. nu xi. 25, 26, 27. 


Dr. OWEN; 

168. Gor never made the covenant of 
works with any man fince the fall, either 
with expeQation that he ſhould fulfil it, or 


to give him life by it; for Gop never ap- 
points any thing to an end to which it is ut- 


terly unſuitable and improper. Now the law, 
as It is a covenant of works, is become weak 


and unprofitable to the purpoſe of ſalvation, 
and therefore Gop never appointed it to man, 


ſince the fall, to that end. And beſides, it 
is manifeſt that the purpoſe of God, in the 


_ covenant made with Abraham, was to give 
life and ſalvation by grace and promiſe; and 


therefore his purpoſe, in renewing the cove- 
nant of works, was not, neither could be, to 
give life and ſalvation by working, for then 
there would have been contradictions in the 


covenants, and inſtability in Him that made 


them, Rom, viii. 3. Gal. ii. 21. iii. 17, 18, 
19. 2g MARR, Mop. DIN. 
N „ It 
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169. Itfis certain in experience, that with 
a poor and flender It may be, at the firſt 


many a ſoul hath caſt anchor within the veil, 


blindfold, and yet in the end have found a firm 


and ſure holdfaſt in the heart of Gop and the 


grace of Chriſt to hang upon with the whole 
weight of their ſou], the weight of their firs 
hanging upon them alſo with all their pondus. 
Luke xxiii. 42+ Matth. viii. 2. Zeph. ii. 3. 

| Dr. Goopwix. 


170. Our faith, or act of believing, can- 
not be the matter of juſtification, for that it 
is an imperfect thing, and ſo cannot be rec- 
koned in the place of perfect righteouſneſs: 


for it muſt be a righteouſneſs perfectly per- 


fect that juſtifies, as it was a fin perfectly 


ſinful that condemned. This righteouſneſs 
alſo muſt be our own in a way of right, (as 


Adam's fin alſo was) though performed in 


the perſon of another; Chriſt and Adam | | 


being parallels in their headſhip, the imputa- 
tion of one's guiltineſs and the other's righ- 


teouſneſs are righteouſly applied to their re- 
ſpective feeds. And this was a main end of 


Gop's putting thoſe he would juſtify into 
Chriſt: 
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Chriſt: That He being made ſin and a curſe 
for them, they might be made the righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop in him; and ſo Gop might be 
juſt in juſtifying them. Nom. iii. 24, 25, 


2056. Mr. ELISsHA Col E.“ 


171. Though we and our beſt works are 
vile, yet the LoRD, looking upon the fore- 
head of our High-prieſt, ſees holineſs en- 
graven there; looking upon the face of 


7 Chriſt, He there alſo beholds it for us, and 


becomes well-pleaſed with us; and we, in 


| I the faith thereof, may be perſuaded and aſ- 
ſured of our acceptance with the LoR 
: through the faith of Him. Thou that ſay - 
| | eſt there is nothing but ſin in me, fin and 
F vileneſs in all I do; I anſwer, It is true, 
; the LokD can fee nothing but ſin in thee; 
15 3 but he cannot look upon the High-prieſt but 
| } there he fees holineſs, yea, the holineſs of 
2 Jexovan there. Exod. xxviii. 38. 


Mr. S. MATHER. 


172. Let us ſee what matter of ſupport 


and encouragement faith may fetch from 
Chriſt's death for juſtification; and ſurely 


that which bath long ago ſatisfied GOD 
E „„ 
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himſelf for the fins of- many thouſands now | 
in heaven, may very well ſerve to ſatisfy the | 
heart and conſcience of any finner now upon F 
earth in any doubts, in reſpe& of the guilt | 
of ſin, that can ariſe. The apoſtle, after 
that large diſcourſe of juſtification by Chriſt's | 
righteouſneſs, in the former part of the epi- | 
ſtle to the Romans, and having ſhewed how |_ 
every way it abounds, chap. v. in chap. viii. 
fits down, as it were, like a man over- | . 
convinced, as ver. 31.“ What then ſhall we | 
lay to theſe things?” He ſpeaks as one ſatis- I ( 
fied, and even aſtoniſhed, with abundance | ut 
of evidence; having nothing to ſay, but | | 
only to admire Gop and Chriſt in this work; | 
and therefore preſently throws down the | g 
gauntlet, and challengeth a diſpute with all | 2 
comers: Let conſcience, carnal reaſon, law. or 
fin, hell, and devils, bring all their ſtrength. | | yy 
Who is he that ſhall lay any thing to the | _ 
charge of God's elect? who ſhall condemn?” . 
Paul dares to anſwer them all, and carry it 
with theſe few words, It is God that jufti- | | 
fies; It is Chriſt that died; and, as in verſe 3 
37. In all theſe things we are more than; 
conquerors.” And ſo likewiſe the author | j bir 
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of Pſalm 130. when his ſoul was in deep 
diſtreſs by reaſon of his ſins, ver. 1, 2. yet 
this was it that ſet his ſoul to wait upon 


: Gor, That there was plenteous redemption 


with Him. Chriſt's redemption is not mere- 
ly a price or ranſom equivalent, or making 
a due ſatisfaction according to the juſt de- 
merit of ſin; but is plenteous redemption; 
there is abundance of the gift of righteouſ- 
neſs, and unſearchable riches of Chriſt : 
yea, 1 Tim. i. 14. The grace of our Lorp | 
(that is of Chriſt) was [we tranſlate it] ab- 
undant; but the word reacheth farther, It 
was overfull, redundant, more than enough: 
and yet ſays Paul, I had fins enough to par- 
don, one would think to exhauſt it, I was 
a blaſphemer, &c. but I found ſo much 
grace in Chriſt, even more than I knew 
what to do withal. 1 Tim. i. 13, 14, 15. 
Es Dr. Goopwix. 
173. Is Chriſt Gop's beloved, with and 
in whom he is well pleaſed? And is he 
not thy beloved? What is the matter? Is 
thy narrow ſoul more curious about an ob- 


ject of its love than Gop himſelf is? O let 


him be to each of us our beloved! If He 


E 2 | be 
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be Gop's beloved, He may as well be thine, | 
Is He able to ſatisfy God's vaſt thoughts, 
and is He not able to ſatisfy thee, poor crea- _ 
ture? Gop himſelf is ſatisfied and at reſt 
in Him. Says Chrift, Prov. viii. 30. I was © 
daily his delight. And wouldit thou be 1 
happier than God is? Is he God's beloved 
Son, in whom he is well pleaſed? and wilt 
thou be pleaſed in any thing but Chriſt? 
Pf. Ixxiii. 25. Phil. iii. 8. Dr. Goopwix. © © 
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174. There is a far greater power in the 
blood of Chriſt to ſave and cleanſe than in 
tin to defile and deſtroy, Rom. viii. 3. Ihe ; 
law became weak to do good, but it hath | 
power to condemn. The ſtrength of ſin 1s 
the law ; the law gives ſtrength to ſin, be- | 
cauſe, by virtue of the curſe of the law, fin | 
reigns and defiles the ſouls of men, through 
that righteous curſe, * The ſoul that fin: 
ſhall dic.“ But the blood of Jeſus Chriſt hath _ 
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greater power to ſave, than ſin (together. 1 
with the law) hath to condemn. For the 
blood of Chriſt takes away and aboliſheth it 
utterly: where this blood is applied and 
brought home, fin itſelf cannot ruin that 

ſoul. 
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foul. The ſoul is poiſoned and corrupted 
by fin; but the blood of Chriſt takes away 
that poiſon, and makes the foul pure and 
holy, as if it had never ſinned. Therefore 
as to thoſe diſcouragements, I ſhall never 
get power againſt theſe corruptions, They 
will be my ruin ;* theſe are deep reflectings 
on Jeſus Chriſt, as if ſin were ſtronger than 
Ile; as if thy ſin were more powerful to 
damn thee than Chriſt is to ſave thee. John 


i. 29. 1 Jobn i. 7. iii. 5. 


Mr. SAM. enn | 


17 5. An approbation of Gov's way of ſav- 
ing ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe of 


the glory of his grace, I take to be the true 


ſcriptural notion of juſtifying faith. And it 
really gives Him that glory which he de- 
ſigned by all this contrivance, the glory of 
his wiſdom, grace, mercy, and truth. Rom. 
Ul. 24, 20. Mr. HALYBURTON. 


176. Whenſoever thou haſt to do in the 
matter of juſtification, and diſputeſt with 
thyſelf, how God is to be found that juſti- 
heth and accepteth ſinners, where and in 
what ſort He is to be ſought, then know 


E 3 thou 
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thou that there is no other Gop but the man 
| Chriſt Jeſus. Embrace Him and cleave to | 
Him with thy whole heart, ſetting aſide al! 
curious ſpeculations of the Divine Majeſty, 
For he that is a ſearcher of God's majeſty 
ſhall be overwhelmed of his glory. I know 
by experience what I ſay. Chriſt himſelf 
ſaith, Joh. xiv. 6. I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh to the Father 
but by me.“ Therefore, beſides this way 
Chriſt, thou ſhalt find no other way to the 
Father, but wandering; no truth, but hypo- 
criſy; no life, but eternal death. Where- 
fore mark this well in the matter of juſtifi- _ 
cation, that, when any of us ſhall have to 
wreſtle with the law, ſin, deathz and all 
other evils, we muſt look upon no other 
Gop but only this Gop incarnate, and 
clothed with man's nature. Eph. ii. 18. 
(al 3. 185 20. Dr. LurRER. 
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177. How ſhould faith triumph in this! 

Is not our High- prieſt in the ſanctuary? Is 

He not clothed with garments of ſalvation 

and righteouſneſs? And doth he not bear 
the names of his people upon his ſhoulders 
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2 upon his breaſt before the Loop? Thy 
particular concernments (if thou art a be- 
liever) are written upon his heart, with the 


pen of a diamond, in ſuch laſting letters of 


loving-kindneſs as ſhall never be blotted out. 
Ja. xlix. 16. Mr. Sam. MArHER. 


179. It is not the righteous and godly. 
man, but the ſinful and ungodly man, that 
Chriſt came to call, juſtify, and ſave. So 
that if you were a righteous and godly man, 
you were neither capable of calling, juſtify- 
ing, or ſaving by Chriſt; but being a ſinful 


and ungodly man, I will be bold to ſay un- 


to you, as the people ſaid unto blind Barti- 
meus, Be of good comfort, Ariſe, He call- 


eth thee,” and will juſtify and ſave thee, 


Go then unto Him, I beſecch you; and if 
He come and meet you (as his manner is) 
then do not unadviſedly fay with Peter, 
Depart from me, O Lord! for I am a ſin- 


ful man; but ſay in plain terms, O come 


unto me, for I am a ſinful man, O Lok Dp! 
yea, go farther, and ſay as Luther bids you, 
Moft gracious Jeſus, and ſweet Chriſt, I am 
a poor miſerable ſinner, and therefore do 

E 4 fe Judge 
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judge myſelf unworthy of thy grace; but 
yet, having learned from thy word that thy 
ſalvation belongeth to ſuch an one, there- 
fore do I come unto thee to claim that 
right which through thy gracious promiſe 
belongeth unto me. Aſſure yourſelf, man, 
that Jeſus Chriſt requires no portion with 
his ſpouſe; No verily; He requires nothing 
with her but mere poverty; the. rich He 
ſends empty away, but the poor are by 
Him enriched. And indeed, ſaith Luther, 
the more miſerable, ſinful, and diſtreſſed, 


a man doth feel himſelf, and judge him- 


ſelf to be, the more willing is Chriſt to 
receive him and relieve him. So that, ſaith 
he, in judging thyſelf unworthy, thou art 
thereby become truly worthy; and ſo in- 
deed thou haſt gotten a greater occaſion of 
coming unto Him, Wherefore then, in the 
words of the apoſtle, I do exhort and be- 
ſcech you to come boldly to the throne 


of grace, that you may obtain mercy, and 


find grace to help in time of need. Heb. iv. 
16. Matth. 1 ix. 13. Luke i. 53. 


MARR. Mop. Divi, 
179. Let 
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179. Let thy ſoul be ſet on the higheſt 
mount that any creature was ever yet ſet 
upon, and enlarged to take in view the moſt 


I ſpacious proſpect both of fin and miſery, 


and difficulties of being ſaved, that ever yet 
any poor humble ſoul did ever caſt within 
itſelf, yea, join to theſe all the hindrances 
and objections that the heart of man can in- 
vent againſt itſelf and ſalvation; lift up thy 


eyes and look to the utmoſt thou canlt fee, 
and Chriſt by his interceſſion is able to ſave 
thee beyond the horizon and utmoit compaſs 


of thy thoughts, even to the utmoſt. eb, 
vii. 25. 1 John i. 7. Dr. Goopwix. 


180. Juſtification through the blood of 


Chriſt is ever accompanied with ſanctifica- 


tion by his Spirit; therefore, if the Spirit of 
Gop be working and burning in thy heart, 
fear not, thou art waſhed in the chryſtal ſea 
which is before the throne: if ſanctified by 
the Spirit of. Chriſt, thou art juſtified by his 
blood. 1 Cor. i. 30. Mr. Sam. MATHER, 
181. There is no finding out to perſection 
the breadth and length, the depth and height, 
of Gop's grace, The love of Gop, which 
” 
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is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lory, paſſeth all 
underſtanding. His grace, and his gifts by 
grace, unto believers are ineffable, infinitely 
free, without any merit in us, or any motive; 
aſtoniſhingly rich, while we were enemies, 
moſt defiled and deformed ones, and equally 


without power to reſiſt damning juſtice, ald 


without the prudence to aſk ſaving mercy, 


| Rom. v. 10. Epbeſ. iti. 18, 19. Col. i. 21. 


Angels, our elders and betters, were not pi- 
tied, but irreverſibly doomed to deſtruction. 
More than angels and all the creation was 
worth was given to redeem us, even as much 
more than they were worth as Gop by eſ- 
ſence exceeds the mere creature. Chriſt is 
Gop by eternal eſſence, and yet Gop ſpared 
not his Son, but gave Him up to redeem 
rebels; whereat hell envies, and heaven 


wonders. A vaſt tribute of praiſe muſt hence | 
riſe due, ſo due, that, if believers be filent, | 


the ſtones muſt needs cry out. Believers, 
that are no longer mutes, have the dumb 
devil expelled, and their mouths opened for 
praiſe, their tongues touched with a coal 
from the holy altar, and qualified to lift up 
the 


1 
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the name of their Redeemer. Luke xix. 40. 


2 Pet. ii. 4, 5. Rev. v. 9, 10. 
| Mr. Dax. Buncrss. 


182. The grand deſign of all falſe reli- 
gions is to patch up a ſelf-righteouſneſs for 
the juſtification of a ſinner before Gop. 
The Chriſtian religion teacheth us to ſeck 


juſtification before Gop by the imputation 


of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to us upon our be- ; 
lieving on Him; which righteouſneſs pur- 
chaſeth for us not only pardon of fin, but 


alſo grace and glory, Gal. ii. 21. v. 4. 


Rom. ix. 31, 32. The true and proper im- 
putation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs is the act 
of (50D as a Judge, accepting the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt for a believer, as ſuch a right- 
couſneſs as that law which is the rule of 
jugment requires, for the juſtification of a 
finner. The denial of a believer's juſtifica- 
tion by ſuch an imputation of Chriſt's right- 
couſneſs to him ſtabs the very heart of 


chriſtianity, and deſtroys all true revealed 


religion. Rom. iv. 24. Gal. i. 6, 7, 8. 


Mr. GLascocz. 


183. Gop 
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183. God hath called us by his grace 
to his kingdom of glory: if we do not go 


by the door of grace, we ſhall not find the | 


door of the kingdom of glory. Believers 


have not one thought of glory but what I 
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grace ſuggeſts to them, it never entered into 


their minds to conceive ſuch a thing. Free 


grace openeth the door, and they ſee ſuch | 
things as eye never ſaw, and hear ſuch things 


as car never heard, nor did enter into the 
heart of man. Rom. 1 ix. 15, 16. 


Mr. Tuo. Cor E. 


184. Gon was a Gon to Adam before 
he fell; but to be a Gop to ſinners, this is 
grace. He was a Gop to Adam in inno- 
cency by virtue of the covenant of works; 


but he is not a Gop to any ſinner but in | 


way of free grace. Now that was the cove- 
nant, I will be a Gop to thee and thy ſecd, 
Gen. xvii. 7. Abraham was a ſinner and a 
child of wrath by nature, as well as others; 
yet Gop was his Gop truly. For Gop to 
be a Gop to them that never ſinned, there 
may be merit; but for Gop to be a God to 
thoſe that have ſinned, this is grace indeed 
Angels are ſaved by works, ſinners cannot 
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be ſaved but by grace. That ever the 
Lozp ſhould condeſcend to engage in ſuch 
a relation, as to give a finner intereſt in 
Him and propriety in Him as his God, this 
is grace. They that do not think this is 
grace, they need not argument, but pity 
and prayer. Eph. i. 6. ii. 5, 8. 
Mr. SAM. MaTHER, 
185. The firſt part of the covenant is this, 


that God would be a Gop to him and his 


ſeed; and this indeed is moſt comprehenſive, 
and includes all the reſt: I will eſtabliſh my 
covenant and be a Gop to thee and thy 


children after thee. And what is it for Gop 


to be a Gop to a man, thy Gop, or a Gop 
to thee? It is when He gives to a poor 
creature a ſpecial intereſt and propriety in 
Himſelf; fo that God, in his all- ſufficiency 


and efficiency, is ours, and we are his. All 


his attributes and works are ours for our 
good. I will be thy Gop, that is, all my 
attributes ſhall be thine, for thy good, as 
really as they are mine for my glory. The 


infinite wiſdom of Gop ſhall contrive their 
cod whoſe Gop He is; the infinite power 
et Gop ſhall eſtect it: the infinite love of 
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_ God is theirs; his mercy, truth, and all his 


attributes, are theirs: as his eſſential power, 
ſo his working, or his actual power: as He 


will be all to them, ſo he will work all for 


them. P. Ixxxvii. 7. Ixxxix. 28, 29. lll, 
17. Ja. x; xxxili. 22. xlix. 16. 

Mr. Sam. MATHEK, 

186. The Lord will be a ſun and a ſhield, 


Pſ. Ixxxiv. 11. He will be a ſhield to keep 
off all evil, and a ſun to fill them with all 
comfort. 
great reward. As if He ſhould ſay, Abra- 


I am (ſaith He) thy exceeding 


ham, Whatſoever is in me, all that I have, 


all my attributes, are thine, for thy uſe; 
my power, my wiſdom, my counſe], my 
goodneſs, my riches, whatſoever is mine in 
the whole world, I will give it for thy por- 


tion: I and all that I have are thine. And 


| might not He well ſay, He Was an exceed- 


ing great reward? Who can underſtand the 


height and depth, and breadth and length, 
of this reward! that is, Thou ſhalt have all 
kind of comfort in me, and thou ſhalt have 


them in the greateſt meaſure, 1 Sam. xil. 


22. 2 Sam. vii. 24. 158 xli. 10. Ixii. 5. 


Dr. PRESTON. 
187. Let 
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EMINENT DIviNEs, &e.” 63. 
187. Let no man look for ſanctification 


before he is juſtified, that is, let no man be 


diſcouraged from coming to Chriſt, becauſe 
he finds not in himſelf that godly ſorro for 
ſin, that ability to repent, that diſpoſition 
of heart, which he defires to have. We muſt 
firſt be in Chriſt before we are new crea- 
tures. And this is a common fault among 
us; we would fain have ſomething before 
we come: we think Gop's pardons are not 
free, but we muſt bring ſomething in our 
hand. You know the proclamation runs 
thus, buy without money, that is, come 
without any excellency at all ; becauſe we 
are commanded to come and take the water 
of life freely. Therefore do not ſay, I have 
a ſinful diſpoſition and an hard heart, and 
cannot mourn for ſin as I ſhould; therefore 
I will ay till that be done. It is all one as 
if thou ſhould ſay, I muſt go te the phy- 
fician; but I will have my wounds well, 


and my diſeaſe healed firſt, and, when that 


is done, I will go to the phyſician. What 
is the end of thy going to him, but to have 
thy diſeaſe healed? I ſay, It is the ſame folly. 
The end of going to Chriſt is, that this very 

4 . „„ badneiss 


64 SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


hardnefs of thy heart may be taken away, 
that this very deadneſs of thy ſpirit may be 
removed; that thou mayeſt be enlivened, 
quickned, healed; that thou mayeſt hate fin: 
for he is thy phyſician: look not for it before- 
hand: thou muſt firit be in Chriit 1 
thou canſt be a new creature. ohn vii. 


Matth. xi. 28. a. V. 1. De, e 


188. Sinners can do nothing but make 
wounds that Chriſt may heal "them, and 
make debts that He may pay them, and 


| make falls that He may raiſe them, and 
make deaths that He may quicken them, 


and ſpin out and dig hells for themſelves 
that He may ranſom them. Now will I bleſs 
the Lokp that ever there was ſuch a thing 
as the free-grace of Gop, and a free ranſom 
given for ſold fouls: only, alas! guiltineſs 
maketh me aſhamed to apply Chriſt, and to 


think it pride in me to put out my unclean | 


and withered hand to ſuch a Saviour! But 

it is neither ſhame nor pride for a drowning 

man to ſwim to a rock, nor for a ſhip-broken 

ſoul to run himſelf aſhore upon Chriſt. Rom. 
vii. 14 to 23. Rev. xxii. 17. 

Mr. RUTHERFO0RD. 

189, Con- 
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189. Conſider what a comprehenſive bleſſ- 
ing ſalvation is, and take an eſtimate thereof 
by comparing it with the temporal deliver- 
ances of the Iſraelites. Thoſe proceeded 
from a common, ordinary love; theſe from 
a peculiar, diſtinguiſhing affection: their de- 
liverances were effected not without hazard 
of their perſons; our ſalvation is effected only 
by the blood of Chriſt: the iſſue of theirs 
was not much more than civil tranquility, 
ſitting under their vines and fig-trees; the 
iſſue of ours is grace, glory, joy, and thoſe 
things which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entred into the heart of man 
to conceive. Ja. Ixiv. 4. Mr. CLARK SON. 


190. For Gop to be a Gon to any one 
includes eternal life: for when God becomes 
a God to a ſinner, then He becomes that to 
him which He is to Himſelf. And what is 
Gop to Himſelf? Without doubt the foun- 
tain of eternal and conſummate bleſſedneſs. 


God, when he gives himſelf in grace to a 
man, gives him all things; for He is al! 
ö ; things. That man finds in Gop a ſhield 


againſt every evil, and an exceeding great 
e ISO reward. 
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reward. And what can he deſire more to 


perfect happineſs? From whence it is that 
the apoſtle joins theſe two, for Gop to be a 
Gop to any one, and to prepare for him a 
city. Heb. xi. 16, Mr. HERM. Wrrs1vs, 


191. Gop faith to the foul, I am thy ſal- 


vation; and the ſoul faith again, Thou art 


my Gop. Faith is nothing elſe but a ſpi- 
ritual eccho, returning that voice back again 


which Gop firſt ſpeaks to the ſoul. For 


What acquaintance could the ſoul claim with 
ſo glorious a Majeſty, if He ſhould not firſt 
condeſcend ſo low as to ſpeak peace, and 
whiſper ſecretly to the ſoul, that He is our 
loving Cop and Father, and we his pecu— 
1iar ones in Chriſt; that our fins are all par- 
doned, his juſtice fully ſatisfied, and our 
perſons freely accepted in his dear Son: 
Gen. XV. I. Jer. iii. 19. 2 Ixiii. 16. Lam. 
li. 24. Dr. Sins. 


192. Love, by nature, when it ſceth, 
cannot but caſt out its ſpirit and ſtrength 
upon amiable objects, and things love-worthy. 
And what fairer things than Chriſt! O fair 
fun, and fair moon, and fair ſtars, and fair 

x flowers. 
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EMINENT DivixEs, &c. 67 
flowers, and fair roſes, and fair lilies, and 
fair creatures! but O ten thouſand thouſand 


times fairer Lord Jeſus! Alas! I wronged 
Him in making compariſon this way. O 


black ſun and moon, but O fair Loxp 
Teſus! O black flowers, and black lilies, and 


black roſes; but O fair, fair, for ever fair, 


Lokp Jeſus! O all fair things, black, de- 
formed, and without beauty, when ye are 


ſet beſide the faireſt LoxD Jeſus! O black 
heavens, but O fair Chriſt! O black angels, 


but O ſurpaſſingly fair Lox Jeſus! Song 
10 to 16. F.. xlv. 2. 


193. That jove is not ſincere which pro- 
ceedeth not from, which is not a fruit of 


faith : thoſe who do not firſt really believe 


on Chriſt can never ſincerely love Him: it is 


taith alone that worketh by love towards 


Chriſt and all his ſaints. If therefore any 


do not believe with that faith which unites 


them to Chriſt, which within purifies the 


heart, and is outwardly effectual in duties 
of obedience, whatever they may perſuade 


themſelves concerning love unto Chriſt, it is 
but a vain deluſion, Where the faith of men 
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is dead, their love will not be living and ſin- 


cere. John xiv. 15. 1 Pet. i. 8. 


Dr. Owrx. 
194. Shall we tell men, that unleſs they 


be holy they muſt not believe on Jeſus Chriſt, | 
that they muſt not venture on Chriſt for al. 
vation till they be qualified, and fit to be re- | 
ccived and welcomed by Him? This were | 


to forbear preaching the goſpel at all, or to | 
forbid all men to believe on Chriſt. For 
never was any man qualified for Chriſt, He 


is well qualified for us, 1 Cor, i. 30. Buta 


ſinner out of Chriſt hath no qualifications for 
Chriſt, but fin and miſery. Whence ſhould | 
he have any better but from and in Chriſt? | 


Nay, ſuppoſe an impoſlibility, that a man were 
| qualified for Chriſt, I boldly. afſert that ſuch 


9.95 "<OOe - a 


a man would not, nor ever could, believe on 


Chriſt. For faith is a loſt, helpleſs, con- | 


demned ſinner's caſting himſelf on Chriſt for | 


ſalvation ; and the qualified man is no ſuch | 
perſon, Matth. ix. 13. 1 Tim. i. 15. Shall 
we warn people that they ſhould not believe | 


on Chriſt too ſoon? It is impoſſible they 


{ſhould do it too foon. Can a man obey the 
great goſpel command too ſoon? 1 John iii | 
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23. Or do the great work of Gon too ſoon? 
John vi. 29. A man may too ſoon think he 
is in Chriſt, and that is, when he is not ſo 
indeed. And this we frequently teach. But 
that is only an idle dream, not faith. A man 
may too ſoon fancy that he hath faith; but, 
[ hope, he cannot act faith too ſoon. If any 
ſhould ſay a man may be holy too ſoon, how 
would that ſaying be reflected on? And yet 


it is certain, that, though no man can be 


holy too ſoon (becauſe he cannot too ſoon 
believe on Chriſt, which 1s the only ſpring 
of true holineſs) yet he may, and many do, 


ſet about the ſtudy of that he counts holineſs 


too ſoon, that is, before the tree be changed, 
Matth. xii. 33, 34. before he have the new 


heart, Exel. xxxvi. 26, 27. and the Spirit 


of Gop dwelling in him, which is only got 
by faith in Chriſt, Gal. iii. 14. And there- 
fore all this man's ſtudying of holineſs is not 
only vain labour, but acting of fin. And 
if this ſtudy and theſe endeavours be ma- 
naged, as commonly they are, to obtain 
juſtification before Gop, they are the more 
wicked works till. Rom. xiv. 23. Gal. v. 
4 Mr., IA. 

7 195. The 
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195. The goſpel's glory is, that it is the 
miniſtration of the Spirit. The great privi- 
lege of believers is, that the Lok manifeſts 
Himſelf to them as He doth not to the world: 


when He manifeſts his authority in the com- ; 
mand, it is then powerful; when He mani- | 
feſts his goodneſs and truth in the promiſe, | + 
It is full of ſweetneſs; when He manifeſts his | 


wrath in the threatning, it awes the ſoul; 


| when he manifeſts his glory in the face of | 1 


Chriſt, it is raviſhing, reforming, attraCt- 
ing. John i i. 14. XIV. 21, 23. xvii. 6. 
Mr. HALVYBURTOx. 


196. Love works by admiration. That is | 


the voice of love, Zech. ix. 17. How great 
is his beauty! How great is his goodness 


The ſoul, being as it were raviſhed with | 
that view which it hath of the glorious ex- | +$ 
cellencies of Gop in Chriſt, hath no way | | 


to expreſs its affections but by admiration, 


How great is his goodneſs! How great is his | 
beauty! And this beauty of Gop is tha | | 
| ſweetneſs and holy ſymmetry of glory in all | | 
the perfections of Gop, being all in a ſweat | 
correſpondency exalted in Chriſt, who is the | | 
Proper object of our love. To ſee infinit | 
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holineſs, purity, and righteouſneſs, with in- 
finite love, goodnels, grace, and mercy, all 


equally gloritied in and towards the ſame 


things and perſons, one glimpſe whereof is 
not to be attained in the world out of Chriſt, 
is that beauty of GoD which attracts the love 
of a believing ſoul, and fills it with an holy 
admiration of Him. Pſ. Ixxxv. 10. Luke i. 
46, 68, 78. John i. 14. Dr. OwEN. 
197. The revelation made of Chriſt in the 
bleſſed goſpel is far more glorious, more ex- 
cellent, and more filled with rays of divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs, than the whole crea- 
tion, and the juſt comprehenſion of it attain- 


able, can contain or afford, Without the 


knowledge hereof, the mind of man, how- 
ever priding itſelf in other inventions and 
diſcoveries, is wrapped up in darkneſs and 


confuſion, John xvii. 3. IpEM. 


198. The humbling our ſouls before the 
LoRD Chriſt from an apprehenſion of his 
vivine excellencies, the aſcription of glory, 


Honour, and praiſe, with thankſgiving, unte 


Him on the great motive of the work of re- 


demption, with the bleſſed eſtects thereof, 


F 4 ure 
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are things wherein the life of faith is con- 
tinually exerciſed : nor can we have any evi- 
dence of an intereſt in that bleſſedneſs which 
_ conſiſts in the eternal aſſignation of all glory 
and praiſe unto Him in heaven, if we are 


not exerciſed unto this worſhip of Him here | 


on earth, 1/a. vi. 3. Rev. v. 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13. They who deſire not to behold the glory 
of Chriſt in this world, ſhall never behold 
Him in glory hereafter unto their ſatisfac- 


tion; nor do they deſire ſo to do: only they | 


ſuppoſe it a part of that relief which they 
would have when they are gone out of this 
world. For what ſhould beget ſuch a deſire 
in them? Nothing can do it but ſome view 
of it here by faith, which they deſpiſe or 
totally neglect. Every pretence of a deſire 
of heaven, and of the preſence of Chriſt 
therein, that doth not ariſe from, that is not 
reſolved into, that proſpect which we have 
of the glory of Chriſt in this world by faith, 
is mere fancy and imagination. 2 Cor. iii. 


18. iv. 18. | Dr. OWEN. 


199. Whateyer men may pretend, no 
man can be truly and rightly ſtudious of the 
5 IE: advance- 
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adyancement of the kingdom of God in the 
world, that hath not firſt felt the mighty 
power and bleſſed effects of it in his own 
ſoul. 2 Tim. . 12. | Mr. SgAw. 
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200. To ſuppoſe that the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the king and head of the church, hath not 
an infinite divine power, whereby He is able 
always to relieve, ſuccour, ſave and deliver 
it, if it were to be done by the alteration 
of the whole or any part of God's creation, 
ſo as that the fire ſhould not burn nor the 
water overwhelm them, nor men be able to 
retain their thoughts or ability one moment 
to afflict them; and that their diſtreſſes are 
not always the effects of his wiſdom, and 
never from the defect of his power; is utter- 
ly to overthrow all faith, hope, and the 
whole of religion itfelf, Gen. xxxi. 29. 
xxxiii. i. 4. Dan iii. 27. There are no true 
believers who will part with their faith herein 
for the whole world; namely, that the LoRD 
Jeſus Chriſt is able, by his divine power and 
preſence, immediately to aid, aſſiſt, relieve, 
and deliver them in every moment of their 
* furprizals, fears, and dangers, in every trial 
or 
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or duty they may be called unto, in evcry 
difficulty they have to conflict withal. Aud 
to expect theſe things any otherwiſe than by 
virtue of his divine nature, is wofully to 
deceive our own fouls. For this is the work 
of Gop. Heb. vii. 25. Rev. i. 18. ii. 26, 
7: Dr. Owxx. 


201. J am ſure my Well- beloved is Gov, | 


And when I ſay Chriſt is Gop, and my 


Chriſt is Gop, I have ſaid all things, I can 


ſay no more, I would I could build as much 
on this, My Chriſt is Gop, as it would 
bear, I might lay all the world upon it. 
Fobn x. 28. John i. 49. Col. i. 16, 17. 

| Mr. RUTHERFooRD, 


202. They who reject the divine perſon 
of Chriſt, who believe it not, who diſcern 


not the wiſdom, grace, love, and power of 


(op therein, do conſtantly reject or corrupt 
all other ſpiritual truths of divine revelation, 


Nor can it otherwiſe be: for they have 2 


confiſtency only in their relation unto the 
myſtery of godlinefs, God manifeſt in the 
Acſh, and from thence derive their ſenſe and 
encaning. This being removed, the truth 
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in all other articles of religion immediately 
falls to the ground. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 1 Jon 
Iv. 2, 3. ns li. 20, 21. Col. ii. 7. Rev. i. 
18. Dr. Owex. 


203 By Him were all things created that 


are in heaven and in earth, viſible and in- 


viſible, Col. i. 16, 17. And becauſe of the 


great notions and apprehenſions that were 


then in the world, eſpecially among the Jews, 
(unto whom the apoſtle had reſpect in this 
epiſtle) of the greatneſs and glory of the in- 


viſible part of the creation in heaven above, 
he mentions them in particular under the moſt 
glorious titles that any other could or then did 
aſcribe unto them: whether they be thrones, 


or deminions, or principalities, or powers; 
all things were created by Him and for Him : 
the ſame expreſſion that is uſed of Gop ab- 
Tolutely, Rom. xi. 30. Rev. iv. 1 1. John i. 
1, 25 3. Heb. i. 1, 2, 3. And thoſe that are 


not under the efficacy of ſpiritual infatuation, 
cannot but admire at the power of unbelief, 
the blindneſs of the minds of men, and the 


craft of Satan in them who deny the divine 


nature of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 4. IDEM. 
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20g. Let it pleaſe the Loxp to take me 
out of this life this hour, or whenſoever he 
pleaſeth, I leave this behind me, that I do 
and will acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt for my 
Lond and my Gop. I have not this out 
of the ſcripture only, but alſo by great and 
manifold experience; for the name Jeſus 
hath oftentimes helped me, when no creature 
could help or comfort me, Prov. xviii. 10, 


Song i. 3. He that hath Chriſt for his king 


and God, let him be aſſured he hath the 
devil for his enemy, who will work him 


much ſorrow, and will plague him all the 


days of his life. But let this be our com- 
fort and great glory, that we poor people 
have the Lokp of life and of death, and of 
all creatures, clothed with our fleſh and 
blood, fitting at the right hand of Gop his 
Father, who ever liveth and maketh inter- 
ceſſion for us, defendeth and protecteth us. 
Acts iii. 15. Heb. ix. 24, Dr. LUTHER, 


205. Let the world rage while it pleaſeth, 
let it ſet itſelf with all its power and craft | 
againſt every thing of Chriſt that is in it, | 
which, whatever is pretended, proceeds from 

| al 
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an hatred to his perſon; let men make them- 
ſelves drunk with the blood of his ſaints: we 


have this to oppoſe unto all their attempts, 
unto our ſupportment, namely, what He 


ſays of Himſelf: Fear not, I am the firſt 


and the laſt, He that liveth and was dead, 


and behold I am alive for evermore, and 


have the keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 16, 
18. 8 Dr. Owex. 


206. It is the perſon of Chriſt which is 
the firſt and principal object of that faith 
wherewith we are required to believe in 
Him; and ſo to do is not only to aſſent unto 


the truth of the doctrine revealed by Him, 


but alſo to place our truſt and confidence 
in Him for mercy, relief, and protection, 
for righteouſneſs, life, and ſalvation, for a 
bleſſed reſurrection and eternal reward. Fohr 
XIV. I, vi. 54. 1 John v. 10, IT. IEM. 


207. To fancy that all the love of Chriſt 
unto us conſiſts in the precepts and promiſes 
of the goſpel, and all our love unto Him in 
the obſervance of his commands, without a 
real love in Him unto our perſons, like that 

of an huſband to his wife, and an holy af- 


tection | 
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fection in our hearts and minds unto his 
perſon, is to overthrow the whole power of 
religion, to deſpoil it of its life and foul, 
leaving nothing but the carcaſs of it. Gal, 
ii. 20. John xvii, 21. Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. 
1 Gor. xvi. 22. „„ De; WW. 


208, Bleſſed Jeſus! we can add nothing 
to thee, nothing to thy glory; but it is a joy 
of heart unto us that thou art what thou art, 
that thou art fo gloriouſly exalted at the right 
hand of Gop; and we do long more fully and 
clearly to behold that glory, according to thy 
prayer and promiſe, John xvii, 24. IDgn. 


209. Then do we find food for our ſoul; 
in the word of truth, then do we taſte how 
gracious the LoRD is therein; then is the 
ſcripture full of refreſhment to us, as a ſpring 
of living water, when we arc taken into a 


bleſſed view of the glory of Chriſt therein. 


'This is the glory of the ſcripture, that it is 
the great, the only outward means of re- 
_ preſenting unto us the glory of Chriſt : and 
He is the Sun in the firmament thereof, 
which only hath light in itſelf, and commu- 
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nicates it to all other things beſides. Fohn 1. 


9. v. 39. Cel. i. 1, 16, 17, 18, 19. 
Dr. Owex. 
210, Gon was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto Himſelf, not imputing their fins 
unto them, 2 Cor. v. 19. fg. 4. Becauſe, as 
Gop ſtands in relation to man according 
to the tenor of the covenant of works, 


8 and ſo out of Chriſt, he could not, without 
prejudice to his juſtice, be reconciled unto 


them, nor have any thing to do with them 
otherwiſe than in wrath and indignation ; 
therefore, to the intent that juſtice and mercy 
might meet together, and righteouſneſs and 
peace might embrace each other, and ſo Godt 


ſtand in relation to man according to the 
tenor of the covenant of grace, He put Him- 


ſelf into his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhrouded 
Himſelf there, that ſo He might ſpeak peace 
to his people. Sweetly ſaith Luther, Be- 
cauſe the nature of Gop was otherwiſe higher 
than we are able to attain unto, therefore 
hath he humbled Himſelf unto us and taken 
our nature upon Him, and ſo put Himſelt 
into Chriſt: here He lookcth for us, here He 
will receive us; and he that ſecketh Him 
| | | here 


here ſhall find Him. This, ſaith God the 
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Father, is my well-beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleaſed, Matth. iii. 17. We muſt 
not think that this voice came from heaven 
for Chriſt's own ſake, but for our ſakes, 
even as Chriſt himſelf ſaith, John xii. 30, 


The truth is, Chriſt had no need that it 
mould be ſaid unto Him, This is my well- 


beloved Son; He knew that from all eternity, 
and that He ſhould {till fo remain, though 
theſe words had not been ſpoken from hea- 
ven: therefore by theſe words Gop the 


Father, in Chriſt his Son, cheareth the hearts“ 


of poor finners, and greatly delighteth them 


with ſingular comfort and heavenly ſweet- 


neſs, aſſuring them, that whoſoever is mar- 
ried unto Chriſt, and fo in Him by faith, 


he is as acceptable to Gop the Father as 


Chriſt himſelf, Eph. i. 6. He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved. Wherefore, if you 


would be acceptable to Gop, and be his 


dear child, then by faith cleave unto his be- 
loved Son Chriſt, and hang about his neck, 


yea, and creep into his boſom; and ſo ſhall . 
the love and favour of God be as deeply þ ? 
inſinuated into you as into Chriſt himſelt; | 


and 
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and ſo ſhall Gop the Father, together with 
his beloved Son, wholly poſſeſs you and be 
poſſeſſed of you; and ſo Gop and Chriſt and 
you ſhall become entirely one, according to 


> Chriſt's prayer, John xvii. 22. that they may 


be one in us, as Thou and I are One. 
Marr, Mop. Drivis. 


211. None of the Iſraelites under the Old 
Teſtament were ever ſaved by the old Sinai 


= covenant; neither did any of them ever at- 


tain to holineſs by the terms of it. Some 


| 3 of them did indeed perform the command- 


ments of it ſincerely, though imperfectly: 


4 but thoſe were juſtified firſt, and made par- 
2 takers of life and holineſs by virtue of that 
| 3 better covenant made with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, which was the ſame in ſubſtance 
| 3 with the new covenant or teſtament, eſta- 
bliſhed by the blood of Chriſt. Had it not 
2 been for that better covenant, the Sinai co- 
venant would have proved to them an occa- 
'I hon of no happineſs, but only of ſin and 
2 deſpair and deſtruction. Of itſelf it was 
1 only a killing letter, the miniſtration of death 
2 and condemaation ; and therefore it is now | 
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aboliſhed, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 8, 9, 10, 11. We 


have cauſe to praiſe Gop for delivering his 


church by the blood of Chriſt from this yoke 


of bondage: and we have cauſe to abhor the 
device of thoſe that would lay upon us a 
more grievous and terrible yoke, by turning 


our very new covenant into a covenant of 


ſincere works, and leaving us no ſuch better 
covenant as the Iſraelites had under their 
yoke to relieve us in our extremity. Gal. i. 


SR Mr. MARSHAL, 


212, He that can ſeareh in. any meaſure, 1 


by a ſpiritual light, into his own heart and 
ſoul, will find, Gop be merciful to me a 
ſinner,” a better plea than any he can be fur- 
niſhed withal from any worth of his own, 


Dan. 1x. 18. | | Dr. Owtxx, 4 


213. Many there are who have in notion | 


received the doctrine of free juſtihcation by 


the blood of Chriſt, whom, while they are 
ſecure in their ways, without trouble or di- | 
ſtreſs, it is impoſſible to perſuade that they ; 3 
do not live and act upon that principle, and 
walk before Gop in the ſtrength of it. Let 
any great conviction from the word, or by | 

ES | any | 


2 
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| 1 any imminent and preſſing danger, befall 
ttheſe men, then their hearts are laid open; 


then all their hope is in their repentance, 


amendment of life, performance of duties in 


a better manner; and the iniquity of their 
ſelf-righteouſneſs is diſcovered. Jonah ii. 5, 


2 6, &c. 1 Kings xxi. 27. Dr. Owxx. 


. 75 * 
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214. Gop, I thank thee, I am not as 


dther men, Ec. is apt to creep into the heart 
in a ſtrict courſe of duties. And this ſelf- 
pleaſing is the very root of ſelf- righteouſneſs, 
which as it may defile the ſaints themſelves, 


ſo it will deſtroy thoſe who only in the 


ſtrength of their convictions go forth after 
an holineſs and righteouſneſs : for it quickly 
: produceth the deadly poiſonous effect of ſpi- 
| Titual pride, which is the greateſt aſſimilation 
| 1 o the nature of the devil that the nature of 
| 4 an is capable of. Iſa. Ixv. 5. Luke xviii. 


K 
r 


. 11. 2 Cor. xi. 13. xii. 55 9. IpEx. 


215. Love enlarges the heart to Chriſt, 


And every thing of Chriſt; valuation, delight, 
ſatisfaction, accompany it; it makes the heart 
bee, noble, ready for ſervice, compaſſionate, 


healous. 10 think of glorifying GoD with- 
8 „ out 
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out hearts warmed, enlarged, made tender, 
compaſſionate by goſpel love, is to think to 
fly without wings, or to walk without feet, 


What day, almoſt what buſineſs, wherein | 
cur love is not put to the trial in all the 
properties of it; whether it can bear and] 
torbear, whether it can pity and relieve, | 
whether it can hope all things, believe al? 
things; whether it can exerciſe itſelf toward 
friends and towards enemies, whether it can I 


give allowance for men's weakneſs and tempt. 


ations; whether it can value Chriſt above al,, 


and rejoice. in Him in the loſs of all; and 
many the like things it is continually tried 


withal, Hab. iii. 17, 18. Now nothing 6 
contracts and withers the heart, as to al 
theſe things, as the cares of this world do 
1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 13. Col. iii. 1, 2, 15 


13. 1 Tim. Vi. 9, 10. 1 Pat. li 5 6,7; $ 


Dr. OW] 


216. Thoſe graces of holineſs have tip 3 
molt evident and legible characters of elect 3 
ing love upon them which are moſt effeQuiſ 
in working us unto a conformity to Chr 
That grace is certainly from an eternal ſprin} 2? 
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which makes us like unto Jeſus Chriſt. Of 


this ſort are meekneſs, humility, patience, 
ſelf-denial, contempt of the world, readineſs 
to paſs by wrongs, to forgive enemies, to love 
and to do good unto all. Phil. ii. 4, 5, ©, 
&c. IpEM. 


217. No where doth the incredible love 
of Gop towards miſerable mortals more evi- 
dently diſplay itſelf than in Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is ſuited to melt the heart frozen even 
into ice, and to kindle into ardent flames of 
mutual love; for the love of Chriſt con- 
ftraineth us, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. who, ſwal- 
lowed up in the meditation thereof, doth not 
cry out, Art Thou, O moſt loving Jeſus, 
ſcorched no leſs with love to me than with 
the flames of divine wrath againſt my ſins, 
and ſhall I grow lukewarm in my love to 
thee again? Haſt Thou died for my ſalva- 
tion, and ſhall not I live to thy glory? 
Didſt Thou for my ſake deſcend into hell, 
and ſhall T not at thy command chearfully 
tread the way to heaven? Didſt Thou de- 
liver thyſelf to be tormented with the pains 
of hell, and ſhall not I give up myſelf to 

5 Thee, 
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| Thee, to bear thy yoke which is light, and 


thy burden which is ſweet ?* It is inexprefl. 


ible how the pious ſoul, intent on ſuch me- 


ditations, is diſpleaſed with its own luke- 
warmneſs ; defiring and wiſhing for itſelf, 


that a mind an hundred times more capa- 
cious might be given, that it might be whelly 


filled with the love of Chriſt. P/. exix. 32, 
Mr. HERM. Wirs1vs. 


218. He that hath the ſtrongeſt faith, he 


that believes in the greateſt degree the promilc 


of pardon and the remiſſion of ſins, I dare 
boldly ſay he hath the holieſt heart and the 
holieſt life. Col. i. 10. Jam. ii. 18. Eh, 
li. 10. Dr. Paxs rox. 


219. Holineſs in this life is abſolutely 
neceſſary to falvation, not only as a means 
to the end, but, by a nobler kind of neceſ- 
ſity, as part of the end itſelf. Though we 


are not ſaved by good works as procuring 


cauſes, yet we are ſaved to good works, as 


fruits and effects of ſaving grace, which 
| Gov hath prepared that we ſhould walk in 
them, Eph. ii. 10. It is indeed one part of 
our ſalvation to be delivered from the bond- 
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27e of the covenant of works; but the end 
of this is, not that we may have liberty to 


ſin, (which is the worſt of ſlavery) but that 


we may fulfil the royal law of liberty, and 


that we may ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and 
not in the oldneſs of the letter, Gal. iii. 13. 


Vea, holineſs in this life is ſuch a part of our 


ſalvation as is a neceſſary means to make us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
ſaints in heavenly light and glory. Without 


holineſs we can never ſee Gop, and are as 
unfit for the Glorious Preſence as ſwine for 
the preſence- chamber of an earthly prince. 
Heb. xii. 14. Mr. MaRSHAL. 


220. Thoſe that with due affection believe 


ſtedfaſtly on Chriſt for the free gift of all his 


ſalvation may find by experience, that they 


are carried forth by that faith, according to 
the meaſure of its ſtrength or weakneſs, to 


tove Gop heartily, becauſe He hath loved 


them firſt, to praiſe Him and to pray unto 
Him in the name of Chriſt, I pEM. 


221. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 


| they ſhall ſee Gop, Math, v. 8. and with- 
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out holineſs no man ſhall ſee Gop, Heb, 
Xii. 14. No gifts, no duties, no natural 


endowments, will evidence a right in hea- 
ven; but the leaſt meaſure of true holineſs 
will ſecure heaven to the ſoul. As holineſs 


is the ſoul's beſt evidence for heaven, ſo it is 
a continued ſpring of comfort to it in the wey 


thither. The pureſt and the ſweeteſt plca- 


ſures in this world are the reſults of holineſs. 


Till we come to live holily, we never live 
comfortably. Heaven is epitomized in holi- 
neſs. And, to ſay no more, it is the pecu- 
liar mark by which Gop hath viſibly diſtin- 


guiſhed his own from other men, Pf. iv. 3. 
the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly 
for Himſelf. As if He had ſaid, This is the 
man, and that the woman, to whom J in- 
tend to be good for ever: this is a man for 


me. O holineſs, how ſurpaſſingly glorious 


art thou! P/. I. 2. Ixiv. 10. xcvii. 11, 12. 


Mr. FLAVEI. 


222. It is matter of wonder men ſhould 
admit the report and atteſtation of others 
concerning the truth and reality of godlineſs, 
who yet live ſtrangers to it themſelves, yea, 
ſhould be at ſome toil and pains, and come 
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at length to be almoſt Chriſtians, without 


purſuing this in greater earneſt. Matth. xiii. 
20, 21. Jude 4, 10, 16. Mr. FLEMING. 


223. It is often and truly ſpoken unto, 
how men may have their minds enlightened, 


their affections wrought upon, and their lives 


much changed, and yet come ſhort of true 


holineſs. The beſt trial of this Work is by 
its univerſality with reſpect unto its ſubject. 


If any thing remain unſanctified in us, ſin 


may there ſet up its throne and maintain its 
ſovereignty: but where this work is true and 
real, however weak and imperfect it may be 


as unto its degrees, yet it poſſeſſeth the whole 


perſon, and leaveth not the leaſt hold unto 
ſin, wherein it doth not continually combat 
and conflict with it. There is ſaving light 
in the mind, and life in the will, and love 
in the affections, and grace in the con- 
ſcience, ſuited to its nature: there is no- 
thing in us whereunto the power of holineſs 
doth not reach according to its meaſure, 


1 Theſſ. v. 2.3. Eph, iv. 13. Pſ. cxix. 6. 


Dr. Owex. 


224. If 


— —̃ — * 
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224. It we deſign to be holy, let us con- 
ſtantly in our families towards our relations, 
in churches, in our converſations in the 
world, and dealings with men, all men, to- 
wards our enemies and perſecutors, the work 
of them, towards all mankind as we have 
opportunity, labour after a conformity unto 
Gop, and to expreſs our likeneſs unto Him 
in this philanthropy, goodneſs, benignity, 
condeſcenſion, readineſs to forgive, help, and 
relieve; without which we neither are nor 
can be the children of our Father which is 
in heaven. Matth. v. 44, 45. Luke x. 33, 

39, 1 Pet. 1. i 16." Dr. Owex, 


225. They are ſaid to keep his teſtimonies 
who ſeek Him with the whole heart. Set 


the beſt ſaints hands at work, and they ſhall Þ : 


fall ſhort in many degrees; but ſet the heart 
on work, and it inwardly intends all: it ha: 
a will for all, It is impoſſible by any out- 
ward act to do this: with my mind I ſerve 


the law of Gop; but, when I come to put 


this in act, my good works are infinitely ſhort 
of what my ſincerity aims at; I can never be 


ſo holy outwardly as inwardly I would be. 
5 5 „„ 
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This is the nature of ſincerity, that it falls 
in with all the will of Gop, begs that every 
tittle of the will of Gop may be written in 
the ſoul and expreſſed in the life. P/. cxix. 
10. Rom. vii. 22, 23. Mr, no, Cos. 


220. Is it not ſtrange, what a multitude 
in theſe times profeſs the truth and yet hate 
it, and were never drawn with the cords of 
love! How very many have courted the 
name of Chriſtian, and have woo'd the ſha- 
dow of religion, who never knew the truth 
thereof ; which certainly is a convincing evi- 
dence of the goſpel's conqueſt, that ſo many 
knees ſhould bow to the name of Jeſus whoſe 
hearts were never bowed or really ſubdued. 
to Him. 2 Tim. iii. 5. Mr. FLEMING. 


227. There never was by any, nor ever 
can be, any act or duty of true holineſs per- 
formed, where there was not, in order of 
nature antecedently, an habit of holineſs in 
the perſons by whom they are performed. 


Many acts and duties, for the ſubſtance of 


them good and approveable, may be per- 


formed without it; but no one that hath the 


proper form and nature of holineſs can be ſo. 
And 
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And the reaſon is, becauſe every act of true 
Holineſs muſt have ſomething ſupernatural in 
it, from an internal, renewed principle of 
grace: and that which hath not ſo, be it 
otherwiſe what it will, is no act or duty of 
true holineſs. This is fully expreſſed, Excl. 
xxxvi. 26, 27. A new heart will I give 
you, and a new ſpirit will J put within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes ; and ye 
ſhall keep my judgments and do them.” The 
whole of all that actual obedience, and all 
thoſe duties of holineſs which Gop requireth 
of us, is contained in theſe expreſſions; Ve 
ſha}l walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my judg- 
ments and do them.” Antecedent hereunto, 
and as the principle and cauſe thereof, Gop 
gives a new heart and a new ſpirit: this new 
heart is a heart with the law of Gop writ- 
ten in it; and this new ſpirit is the habitual 
inclination of that heart unto the life of God, 
or all duties of obedience. Fer. xxxi. 31, 


32> 3Þ 3+ e 


228. Humility in all things is a neceſſary 
conſequent of a due conſideration of Gop's 
_ decree of election. For what were we when 

18 py | —_ 
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He ſet his heart upon us to chuſe us and do 
us good for ever? Poor, loſt, undone crea- 

| tures, that lay periſhing under the guilt of 
our apoſtacy from Him. What did He ſce 
in us to move Him ſo to chuſe us? Nothing 
but fin and miſery. What did he foreſee 

that we would do of ourſelves more than 
others, if He wrought not in us by his et- 
fectual grace? Nothing but a continuance 
in fin and rebellion againſt Him, and that for 
ever. How ſhould the thoughts hereof keep 
our ſouls in all humility and continual ſelf- 
abaſement! For what have we in or from 
_ ourſe]ves on the account whereof we ſhould be 
lifted up? Wherefore, as the elect of Gop, 
let us put on humility in all things. And 
there is no grace whereby at this day we 
may more glorify God and the goſpel, now 
the world is ſinking into ruin under the 
weight of its own pride. The ſpirits of 
men, the looks of men, the tongues of men, 
the lives of men, are lifted up by their pride 
unto their deſtruction. The Good LORD 
keep profeſſors from a ſhare in the pride of 
theſe days! Spiritual pride in foolith felt- 
exalting opinions, and the pride of life in 
| | the 
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| the faſhions of the world, are the poiſon of 


this age. Deut. ix. 4, 5. Prov. xvi. 19. 
Ezek. xvi. ©, 7, 8. Col. iii. 12. 


Dr. Owtx. | 
229. An attentive conſideration of the | | 
Lorp Jeſus is a moſt powerful means of | |; 
ſanctification. No where doth it more clear- |} | 

ly appear what a vile, filthy thing fin is, 


than in the lowneſs, emptyings, and ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt. What clothed the LoRD of 
(| glory with the contemptible form of a ſerv- 
14 ant? What preſſed the magnanimous Lion 
Wh of the tribe of Judah with ſuch great horrors 
and griefs, as that under them He well-nigh 
fainted? What ſtirred up the cruel en 
of hell againſt Him? What turned the af- 
m_ fluence of divine conſolations into moſt dole- 
Fil ful drought? What mingled thoſe moſt bit- 
1 ter bitterneſſes in the cup of divine wrath, 
with which the beloved Son of Gop was 
#4 well-nigh exanimated? Certainly fin was 
nd the cauſe of all theſe, Ja. liii. 5. Will not 
{if he who thinks of this burn with irreconcile- 
_ able hatred thereof? Will he not endeavour 
to take revenge on ſuch an outrageous mon- 
ſter, which ſo cruelly afflicted his Deareſt 
Log; 


EMINENT Divines, &. 95 
LorD; and which, unleſs it had been firſt 
lain, would have raged with the ſame cruelty 
againſt all thoſe by whom it is ſo kindly 
received? Will any, who ſeriouſly conſi- 
ders and believes this, ever bring his mind 
to give up himſelf again a ſlave to that tyrant, 
from whoſe chains, glowing with the fire of 
hell, he could never have been delivered but 
by the curſed death of the Son of Gop? 
Thus the meditation of the ſufferings of 
_ Chriſt maketh us, that, being dead to fin, 
we ſhould live unto Highizoubneſs,: 1 Pet. ii. 
24. Mr. HERM. Wirslus. 


230. The ſufferings and obedience of 
Chriſt afford the higheſt motives to diſſuade 
from fin and preſs to holineſs, and lay a man 
under an infinite obligation in point of gra- 
titude to live unto Gop. That very grace, 
which enables him to believe in Chriſt, e- 
qually inclines him to love Gop. A formal 
act of ſaving faith includes in it a deſire of 


bholineſs, and purpoſe of uſing all proper 


means to attain it, and by the grace of Goo 
to live holily. For it is impoſſible for a man, 
ang rationally, to go to Chriſt and his 
righteouſ- 


«201 
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righteouſneſs for a right to pardon and liſe, 
without a ſincere defire of that life which! 
conſiſts in holineſs here as its beginning, Þ 
and glory in heaven as its conſummation. 
1 Pet. i. 8. 1 John i. 6. ii. 3. iii. 23. 
3 1 Mr. GLAscock. 
231. Haſt thou, O Lo Rb, from eternity 
had thoughts of glorifying me a poor miſer- 
able man, who am leſs than nothing? and 
ſhall not I again always carry Thee in my 
eyes and in my boſom! ſhall not I be de- 
lighted in meditating on Thee! ſhall not I cry 
out, How precious are thy thoughts alfo unto 
me, O Gop! how great is the ſum of them! 
Pſ. exxxix. 17. Shall I not be affected with. 
moſt ſincere repentance of that time wherein 
ſo many hours, days, weeks, months, and 
years, have paſſed me, wherein I never had 
a holy, pleaſant thought of Thee! Haſt 
Thou out of mere love choſen me to falva- 
tion, and ſhall not I again chuſe Thee for 
my Lokp, my King, my Spouſe, the Pecu- 
liar One of my ſou], my chief or rather my 1 
only Delight! Haſt Thou choſen me out 
of fo many others, who being left to them- 
ſclves, eternal deſtruction abides them; and 


ſhall 
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4 | ſhall I not with my utmoſt power endeavour 
' to ſhine before others in love, in thy worſhip, 


and in all duties of hoilneſs! Haſt Thou pre- 
deſtinated me to holineſs, ſo lovely in itſelf, 
ſo neceſſary for me, as that without it there 
is no ſalvation; and ſhall not I walk therein! 


x Shall I preſume ſo to ſophiſticate with Thee, 
O thou brighteſt Teacher of truth, that, ſe- 


parating the end from the means, I ſhall 


. ſecurely promiſe to myſelf the end, as being 


predeſtinated thereto, in a neglect of the 
means, to which I am no leſs predeſtinated ! 


W x. thy purpoſe concerning my ſalvation fixed 


and immoveable ; and ſhall I every hour be 
changed, now for Thee, now again giving 
up my ſervice to Satan! Shall not I rather 


with ſo firm purpoſe -adhere'to Thee, ct 


ſhould rather ſuffer a thouſand deaths than 
perfidiouſly depart from Thee! Shall not 1 
be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 


in the work of the Lox, knowing that my 
labour is not in vain in the Lord! 1 Cor. xv. 


58. Wilt Thou make me aſſured of thy 
love, which paſſeth all underſtanding; and 
ſhall not I again love Thee with all my heart, 
will all my mind, with all my ſtrength! 

%% MITE Melb Wilt 
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Wilt Thou aſſure me of my ſalvation ; and 
ſhall not I, having this hope, purify myſelf 
even as Thou art pure! 1 Fohn iii. 3 


Who, underſtanding theſe things, will deny 


that the doctrine of election ſupplies to the 
pious ſoul plenty of matter for ſuch and the 
like meditations? and who will deny that in 
the practice of ſuch meditations lies the very 
kernel of all holineſs and godlineſs. I Theſ. 
i. 4, 5. 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. 

MI. Hann Wrrsws 


232. Believers as they were in the primi- 


tive times holy in their lives, ſo they pro- 

feſſed this ſtill to be the foundation of their 
| holineſs, Chriſt hath died, Chriſt is riſen, 
_ Chriſt is in heaven ; therefore we mult live 
ſo and ſo: and this was their great profeſſion. 
It daſheth all the carnal goſpellers in the 
world. It would ſhame men out of their 


ſins, or out of their profeſſion of Chriſt, If 


Paul were alive, he would ſpit in any man's 


face that will ſay he believeth in Chriſt, that 
died and roſe again, and yet lived in ſin. 


Rom. vi. I, 2. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
Dr. Goopwix. 


233. The 
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233. The eſpecial procuring cauſe of this 
holineſs is the mediation of Chriſt. We are 


not in this matter concerned in any thing, let 


men call it what they pleaſe, virtue, holi- 
neſs, or godlineſs, that hath not a ſpecial 
relation unto the LoRD Chriſt and his me- 
diation. Evangelical holineſs is purchaſed 


for us by Him according to the tenour of the 


everlaſting covenant, is promiſed unto us 
on his account, actually impetrated for us 
by his interceſſion, and communicated to us 
by his Spirit. And hereby we do not only 
caſt off all the moral virtues of the heathens 
from having the leaſt concernment herein, 
but all the principles and duties of perſons 
profeſſing chriſtianity, who are not actually 
and really implanted into Chriſt. For He 
it is who of Gop is made unto us ſanctifi- 
cation. 1 Cor. i. 30. John xv. 5. Luke xxii. 


1 | Dr. Owen. 


234. The life of Gop in us conſiſts in 


conformity to Chriſt; nor is the Holy Spirit, 
| as the principal and efficient cauſe of it, given 


Him and make us like Him! Wherefore | 
; H 2 the 
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the original goſpel duty, which animates and 
rectifies all others, is a deſign for conformity 
to Chriſt in all the gracious principles and 
_ qualifications of his holy ſoul, wherein the 
image of Gop in Him doth conſiſt. His 
meekneſs, lowlineſs of mind, condeſcenſion 


_ unto all ſorts of perſons, his love and kind- 


neſs to mankind, his readineſs to do good 
to all, with patience and forbearance, are 
continually ſet before us in his example. 
With reſpect unto them it is required, that 
the ſame mind be in us that was in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and that we walk in love, as He alſo. 


loved us. Eph.v. 2. Phil, ii. 5. Rom. viii. 
29. . Dr. OwkEN. 


235. Nothing leſs than the entire renova- 
tion of the image of Gop in our ſouls will 
conſtitute us evangelically holy. No ſeries 
of obediential actings, no obſervance of re- 
ligious duties, no attendance unto actions 
among men as morally virtuous and uſeful, 


how exact ſoever they may be, or how con- 


ſtant ſoever we may be unto them, will ever 
render us lovely or holy in the fight of Gop, 
unleſs they all proceed from the renovation 
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of the image of Gop in us, or that habitual 
principle of ſpiritual life and power which 


renders us conformable unto Him. Rom. xii. 


236. Morality is not grace; becauſe it 


doth not change nature: if it did, many of 
the heathen were as near to GoD as the beſt 


of Chriſtians. Whatever may be done by 


the ſtrength of nature cannot alter it; for no- 


nature can change itſelf, Poiſon may be 
great within the ſkin, like a viper's. Be we 


never ſo ſpeckled with a reformation, free - 
dom from groſs ſins argues not a friendſhip 


for God. None were ever ſo great enemies 
to Chriſt as the Phariſees, to whom Chriſt 


gave no better a title than that of the devil's 


children, and charges them with hatred both 
of Himſelf and Father, John xv. 24. 
=> Mr. CHARNOCE. 


237. There is nothing man does more 


affect in the world than a ſelf-ſufficiency, 
and an independency on any other power than 


his own. This temper is as much riyetcd 
in his nature as any other falſe principle 
whatever : for man does derive it from his 
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firſt parents, as the prime legacy bequeathed 


to his nature; for it was the firſt thing diſ- 
covered in man at his fall : he would be as 
Gop, independent on Him. Now God, 
to crols this principle, ſuffers his elect to lye 


in the grave till they ſtink, like Lazarus, 


that there may be no excule to aſcribe their 
reſurrection to their own power. God lets 
men run ſo far in ſin, that they do unman 
themſelves, that He may proclaim to all the 
world that we are unable to do any thing of 


_ ourſelves towards our recovery, without a 
ſuperior principle, Fer. ii. 31. 2 Cor, iii. 5. 
Fob xxi. 14. To turn to Gop in ways of 

righteouſneſs is contrary to the ſtream of cor- 


rupt nature; and therefore it muſt be over- 


powered by a flood of almighty grace, as the 
ſtream of the river is by the tide of the ſea, 


Therefore, when you ſee a man caſt away 


His pleaſures, deprive himſelf of thoſe con- 
tentments to which his ſoul was once knit, 


and walk in paths contrary to corrupt na- 


ture, you may ſearch for the cauſe any 


where rather than in nature itſelf. Jer. xiil. 


7 23: 8. i. * I Pit, i. 3. 


Mr. CHARNOCK. 


238. We 
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238. We believe this day the reſurrection 
of the dead, and an undoubted accompliſh- 
ment of that truth which to natural reaſon 
would ſeem a ſtrange. contradiction, But 
ſhould we not conſider that the ſame truth, 
though in a ſpiritual way, yet moſt viſibly 
and upon a higher account, is verified before 
our eyes; how it is ſure, ſuch are quickened 
3 and brought to life who were dead in their 
3 fins, were paſt feeling, yea, for many years 
& have lain as in a cold grave, without ſenſe 
= of God or their own caſe, who in one mo- 
10 ment, at the voice of the word, have been 
85 made to ſtir and ariſe! And is not this 
ſomething as diſcernibly above nature, or 
the influence of ſecond cauſes, yea, as mar- 
vellous an act of divine power as the reſur- 
rection of the dead in the laſt day, Which 
ſeems to ſome ſuch a dark and ſtrange thing 
to believe? Jobn v. 25. Xi. 25. Eph. v. 14. 
Mr. FLEMING. 
2239. It is the peculiar work of the Spirit 
to open the eyes and enlighten the ſoul by 
an effective illumination, and diſcover to us 
the evidence of divine truths; nor can the 
5 propolat of the object with the greateſt cer- 
3 | H 4 tainty 


4 7 
: f 
Y is 
: * 
2 1 
4} . 
— — — —— —1527üdũ — ——— — — 7 
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tainty of evidence, or by moral reaſon, cauſe 


men to diſcern ſpiritual things ſpiritually; 
ſince there muſt be a ſupernatural light, and 


ſuiting of the viſive faculty to the object, 
Luke xxiv. 45. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Fer. xxiv. 7. 
Mr. FLEMING. 


240. Gop's creating power drew the world 
out of nothing, but his converting power 


frames the new creature out of ſomething 


Worſe than nothing. What power muſt that 
be which can ſtop the tide of the ſea, and 
make it ſuddenly recoil back? What a vaſt 
power muſt that be that can change a black 


cloud into a glorious ſun? This and more 
doth Gop do in converſion; he doth not 


only take ſmooth pieces of the ſofteſt matter, 
but the ruggedeſt timber, full of knots, to 
plain, and ſhew his ſtrength and art upon, 
It is not ſo great a work to raiſe many thou- 


ſands killed in battle as to goſpelize one dead 
loul, 2 Cor. f iv. 6. Epb. i. 19. ii. 1, 5. 
Mx. CHARKOCK. 


241. We are indeed bidden to compel men 


to come in; but, unleſs there be another 


compeller, that is, except there be the Spirit 
„„ within 
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within to do it, the work is not done: un- 
leſs there be two compellers at the ſame time, 
the Holy Ghoſt preaching within to your 
hearts when we preach to your ears; except 
there be two callers, that, when we call men, 
the LoRD ſends his Spirit to call you too; 
it is in vain, For you muſt know, that it is 
as hard a thing to move a man to leave his 
pleaſures and divers luſts, and vain converſa- 
tion, as to turn the whole courſe of nature. 
Now, unleſs there be an almighty power to 
turn this courſe of nature, no man will ever 
come to Chriſt. A man may as well ſay, 
I will make a clod of earth a ſhining ſtar, 
as to ſay he can make the carnal and dead 
heart of man like the image of Gor. It 
muſt be the Spirit of Gop Himſelf that muſt 
do it: it is a work above nature. Epb. i. 
* e Nr. Pars rov. 


242. The oſt refined and i ingenious ſort 
of unregenerate men have nothing in them 
which is more excellent than common grace; 
and common grace leaves them in a ſtate of 
nature, under the power of ſin, and in the 
very ſuburbs of hell, wholly at the command 
3 of 
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of Labem, And if any man think otherwiſe, 
let him take heed that very thought doth not 
nail him faſt to that unregenerate and curſed 
Tate for evermore. 1 Cor. i. 19 to 29. 
Dr. CHENELLEs, 


243. Toa perlect and proper lads 
of ſupernatural things the revelation of the 
object is not ſufficient, nor a due uſe of rea- | 
ſon in the ſubject; but moreover there is 
required the grace of Chriſt, and the ſpecial 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, whereby the 
heart may be opened and ſoftened, and a 

ſpiritual taſte and reliſh given, ſuited to the 
true ſweetneſs of ſupernatural truths. P/. 
cxix. 18, 34. Dr. REYNOL Ds. 


244. Heavenly things exceed the reach of 
reaſon, for they are above right reaſon: they 
are contrary to the wiſdom of the fleſh, for 
they are againſt depraved nature. Nature 
ſtands in need of grace, that the faculties 
may be rightly diſpoſed to receive ſuper- 
natural objects; and grace uſes nature, that 
by the clearneſs of the mind, the perſpicuity 
Of the Judgment, ar and the light of good learn- 

ing. 
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ing, the progreſs in the ſtudy of the Holy 
Scriptures may be more ſucceſsful. 1 Cor. ii. 
14. 2 Tim. ili. 14, 15. lou. 


245. The leaſt ſpark of ſaving, regene- 
rating grace is wrought in the ſoul by the 
Holy Ghoſt, as given unto men to dwell in 
them and to abide with them. He is the 


water given by Jeſus Chriſt unto believers, 


which is in them a well of water ſpringing 
up to everlaſting life, Fobn iv. 14. Firſt 


they receive the water, the ſpring itſelf, that 


is the Holy Spirit, and from thence living 


waters do ariſe up in them; they are wrought, 


effected, produced by the Spirit which is 


given to them, Ezek. xi. 19. The leaſt of 
ſaving grace, ſuch as 1s peculiar to them 
that are regenerate, is ſpirit, John iii. 6. 
That which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit ; 


whatever it is that is ſo born, it is ſpirit: it 


hath a ſpiritual being, and it is not educible 


by any means out of the principles of nature. 


So, 2 Cor. v. 17. it is ſaid to be a new 


creature. Be it never fo little or ſo great, 


however it may differ in degrees in one and 
1 in 
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in another, yet the nature of it is the ſame 
in all: it is a new creature. As the leaſt 
worm of the earth, in the order of the old 
creation, is as much a creature as the ſun, 
yea, or the moſt glorious angel in heaven; 
ſo, in the order of the new creation, the 
leaſt ſpark or dram of true grace, that is 
from the ſanctifying Spirit, is a new crea- 
ture, no leſs than the higheſt faith or love 
that ever were in the chiefeſt of the apoſtles. 
Nou that which is ſpirit, and that which is 
not ſpirit, that which hath a new ſpiritual 
being, and that which hath none, whatever 
appearance there may be among them, yet 
they differ ſpecifically from one another: 
and thus it is with the ſaving grace that is in 
a regenerate man, and thoſe common graces 
which are in others that are not ſo. As ii. 
33. Tit. iti. 5, 6. Rom. viii. 5. 
| )J) A, 
246. Such as have paſſed the new birth 
muſt know a ſpiritual and new life, with 
which they were not born, ' and is from 
no natural cauſe, but formed and wrought _ 
within by the Spirit, wheregf there is as 
certain and undeniable a demonſtration as 
| XN 8 | . they 


EMINENT DIvines, &c. 109 


they are ſure they breathe and have a natural 
life: a life that hath its peculiar operations 
and vital acts, put forth in its breathings, 
delights, and deſires, in a near converſe with 
the LoRp, as truly as any acts of this na- 
tural life; with thoſe ſenſible languiſhings 
and overcloudings thereof, as well as enjoy- 
ments and pleaſures proper to its own na- 
ture, as the influences and breathings of the 
Spirit of the LorD are let forth or reſtrained. 
It is ſure, nothing can be more expreſsly 
ſhewed than this from the whole Scripture, 
and how it follows on an union with Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom it is hid. Jer. xxxi. 33. 
John iii. 5. Gal. 11. 20. Fohn vi. 56, 57. 
Mr. FLemixG, 


247. All zealous, devout people in a na- 

tural religion are enemies to the goſpel. By 
natural religion I mean that which is the 
product of the remnant of Gop's image in 
fallen man, a little improved by the light of 
Gop's word. All ſuch cannot endure to 
hear that God's law muſt be perfectly fulfil- 
led in every tittle of it, or no man can be 
ſaved by doing: that they muſt all periſh for 


ever 
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ever who have not the righteouſneſs of a man 
who never ſinned, who is alſo Gop over all, 

bleſſed for ever, to ſhelter and cover them 
from a holy God's anger, and to render 


them accepted of Him: that this righteouſ- 


neſs is put on by the grace of Gop, and a 
man mult betake himſelf to it, and receive 
it as a naked, bluſhing ſinner: that no man 


can do any thing that is good till goſpel- 


grace renew him, and make him firſt a good 
man. This they never will receive; but do 
ſtill think a man may grow good by doing 
good, Mat. xix. 16. 1 Cor. ii. 14. John v. 
i | Mr. TRAII. 


248. If a man who had been ſcorched in 
hell ſhould again enjoy his wonted pleaſures, 


and have all the while a freſh remembrance 


of his late torments, were not his will changed 


by powerful grace, he would ſtand it out as 


ſtiffy againſt Gop as ever, notwithſtanding 


| thoſe terrible marks of wrath, and be with- 


out a holy fear of that juſtice which he had 
felt. Prov. xxvii. 22. Rev. Xvi. 9, 11. 
Mr. CHARNOCK: 


249. What 
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249. What is the reaſon carnal men leave 
Chriſt for the pleaſures of the world ? Be- 
cauſe the pleaſures of the world are real 
things to them. Therefore, unleſs Gop 
make the things of another world real too, 
a man will never leave realities for notions. 
All that reaſon or notions can repreſent of 
Chriſt will never take a man's heart off from 
the real things he ſees here below; and 
therefore Gop comes and weighs down the 
reality of the things of this world by the 
reality of the things of the other world. 
Prov. iii. 17. viii. 19, 35. Jer. xxiii. 28. 

Dr. GoopwIN. 

250. You may as ſoon waſh a blackmoor 
white, as cleanſe a defiled conſcience by 
duties, ordinances, and moral endeavours, 
without Chriſt: yea, they will but make 
thee worſe: for the Loxp will not bleſs 
them, when carnally truſted to and reſted 
in, without Chriſt, Jer. ii. 22. xiii. 23. 
Jehn xv. 5. Mr. SAM. MaTHER, 


251. To ſay that we have a ſufficiency in 
ourſelves ſo much as to think a good thought, 
to do any thing as we ought. any power, any 

4 . ability 
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ability that is our own, or in us by nature, 
however externally excited and guided by 


motives, directions, reaſons, encouragements 


of what ſort ſoever, to believe or obey tlie 


goſpel ſavingly in any one inſtance, is to 


overthrow the goſpel, and the faith of the 
catholic church in all ages. 2 Cor, iii. 5. 


th Ixxxvii. 7. Dr. Owex. 


252. As foe me, 1 find more ſolid truth 
in that one ſcripture, which tells us that 
„ 'The heart is deceitful above all things, 


and deſperately wicked,” Jer. xvii. 9. than 


in many volumes of idle antiſcriptural no- 
tions, reared up on the ſubtile arguings of 
men, whoſe eyes have never been opened to 
ſee the plague of their own hearts, and who 
therefore run out in aſſerting ſuch an ability 
and power, and inclination to good in man, 


as neither ſcripture, nor the experience of 
ſuch as have their eyes in the leaſt meaſure 


opened, admits of, However, if others will 
think that there are in them ſuch good in- 
clinations, I will quit my part in them. 
: Woful experience convinces me, and obliges 
me to wanne to my own ſhame, that 

I never 
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J never looked towards the Lokp's way, 
ſave when He drew me. I was as a bul- 
lock unaccuſtomed to the yoke.” | never 


went longer in it than the force laſted; I in- 


clined to fit down, and ſat indeed down at 
every ſtep; no great ſign I had any heart to 
the way! T never got up again, but when 
the LorD's power was of new put forth. I 


all this while never went one ſtep but with 


a grudge; I frequently looked back to S$o- 


dom; I have been as a backſliding heifer; 1 
was grieved for what I left behind; my heart 
clove to what my light had the greateſt op- 


poſition to. Thus I was of them that rebel 
againſt light. I often refuſed where the com- 
mand was plaineſt. When I was brought 


into a ſtrait, I betook myſelf rather to any 


ſhift than to Chriſt, Sin bit me, and yet I 


loved it: my heart deceived me often, and 
yet I truſted in it rather than in Gop. 


Gop dealt with me in a way of kindneſs; 


but when he ſpake to me in my proſperity 
I would not hear: he ſmote me, and I went 
on frowardly: I never parted with any fin 


till Gop beat me and drove me from it, 
and hedged in my way. Se this looks 
1 like 
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like the heart deceitful above all things, and 

deſperately wicked. Gen. vi. 5. Rom. iii. 

10, FI, 12. Prov. xxviii. 26. John v. 40. 
Mr. HALVYBURTOR. 


253. For any to ſay that a will to believe 
is not purchaſed by Chriſt, and effectually 


applied by Him, but depends on ſomething 


to be done by men, is a great derogation to 


the merit of his ſufferings. It is, in effect, 
to ſteal a jewel from our Sovereign's crown, 
and to wreath it on a fool's cap. Pſ. cx. 3 


E Mr. ELISsHA Core. 


2 54. Seeking a pure life without a pure 


nature is building without a foundation: and 
no ſceking a new nature fram the law; for 


it bids make bricks without ſtraw, and faith 
to the cripple, walk, without giving any 


ſtrength, Jer. xili. 23. Rom. viii. 8. 


Mr. MaARSHAL. 


255. Whatever we do of ourſelves, in 
anſwer to our convictions, is a covering, 
not a cleanſing : and if we die in this con- 
dition, unwaſhed, uncleanſed, unpurified, 
it is utterly impoſſible that ever we ſhould 
5 be 


— * W 
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be admitted into the bleſſed preſence of the 
holy GoD, Rev. xxi. 27. Let no man de- 
ceive you with vain words. It is not the 
doing a few good works, it is not an out- 
ward profeſſion of religion, that will give you 
an acceſs with joy unto God. Shame will 
cover you when it will be too late, Unleſs 
you are waſhed by the Spirit of Gop, and 
in the blood of Chriſt, from the pollutions 
of your natures; you ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of GoD, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
| Yea, you will be an horrid ſpectacle unto 
ſaints and angels, yea, to yourſelves, to one 

another, when the ſhame of your nakedneſs 
| ſhall be made to appear. If therefore you 
would not periſh, and that eternally; if you 
would not periſh as baſe, defiled creatures, 
an abhorring unto all fleſh, then, when your 
pride, and your wealth, and your beauty, 
and your ornaments, and your duties, will 
ſtand you in no ſtead; look out betimes 
after that only way of purifying and clean- 
ſing your ſouls which Gop hath ordained. 
Heb, in. 22. 1 Jobn i. 7. 1 Pei. i. 18, 19. 
Dr. Owx. 


I 2 | 256. By 
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256. By raiſing any ſoul from a death in 


ſin, Gon doth evidence the particular value 


of Chriſt's blood for that ſoul; as He did, 
in raiſing Chriſt, evidence the general ful- 
neſs of that ſatisfaction. And this He will 
do, cven to the end of the world. All his 


grace in all ages, even to the end of the 


world, ſhall run through this channel, to 


put credit and honour upon Chriſt. . Now, 


the greater the fin is that is pardoned, and 
the greater the ſinner is that is converted, 


the more it ſhews the ſufficiency of the price 


Chriſt paid. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Rev. v. 9. 
. Mr. CHARNOck. 


257. To go and venture upon Gop, up- 


on the freedom of his grace, upon the pro- 
miſes of Gop, upon the commands of Gop, 
and to ſtand at Gop's arbitrement, and to 


refer a man's will to his will, and to caſt a 
man's ſelf into thoſe everlaſting arms, it is 
as if a man ſhould leave his own ſtanding, 


and caſt himſelf into the arms of a mighty 
giant that ſtands upon another pinacle ; one 


whom he alſo has often wronged and ab- 


uſed; and he himſelf hath no hands to Jay 


upon him neither, but he muſt depend upon 
por To 3 his 
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his catching him: here is the greateſt ven- 


ture, the greateſt truſt, the greateſt ſelf- 


. denial that can be, Thus the heart throws 


itſelf out of all poſſibilities, and ſubmits to 
the free-grace of Gop in Chriſt: and this 
is done in believing. Ja. viii. 17. I. 10. 


Pſ. Ixii. 8. Dr. GoopWIN. 


258. By nature a man loadeth himſelf 
with a world of vanities; he is ſhipped for 
this world: and that is it which his eye 
aimeth at, to make himſelf happy in the 
world in ſomething or other. Now, my 
brethren, Gop meets him in the way, takes 
him off from all the ends that were for him- 
ſelf, putteth in a new pilot, ſetteth up a new 
load-ſtar, giveth him a new compaſs; ſend- 


eth his bleſſed Spirit into his heart, that, as 


a wind, bloweth him clean another way: all 


the lading he hath by nature, he throweth 


them all clean overboard. Thus Gop deal- 
eth with a man when He turneth him, Eph, 
ii. 13. Phil. iii. 7, 8. Hof. xiv. 3. Paul was 
a {hip richly laden. I was a ſcholar, faith 


he, and profited in the Jewiſh language more 
than all my teachers: I had much to boaſt 


1:3 | of, 
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WF” Gop comes, and He throws them al! 
overboard. I count all things but as droſs 
and dung in compariſon of the knowledge of 
_ Chriſt. What made Paul do this? Gop 
had touched his heart with this loadſtone, 

to the direction of which all muſt be con- 
formed; and now, ſaith he, I muſt needs 
aim at Gop's glory in all things: herein 
lieth the work of converſion. Now to work 
ſuch a work as this in a man, to touch a 
man's heart thus, is as much as to throw the 
earth off its center. If you ſhould ſee the 
earth go off its center, and fix itſelf in the 
ſame ſphere with the ſun, and go along with 
the ſame pace and with the ſame motion, 
you would think an almighty power muſt go 
to do all this. This Gop doth. If a man 
moveth himſelf, though it be to Gop, as 
ſelf-love will ſometimes do, yet ſtill he is 
upon his own center; all is for himſelf, 
Gop cometh and turneth him off his own 
hinges, takes him off from his own bottom, 
placeth him in the ſame ſphere with Him- 
elf, makes him aim at Him in all things. 
This is holineſs: and to put this principle 
into a man's heart, nothing but the al- 
| mighty 
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mighty power of Gop can do it: it is above 
all the creation. Eph. i. 19. ii. 7, 10. As 
xx. 24. Dr. Goopwix. 


259. All unregenerate perſons, whither 
Jews or Gentiles, will have a fling at the 
coſpel ; it is contrary to them, and they are 
contrary to it; they cannot reach the myſtery 
of it, and therefore do ſlight and contemn it, 
But all who are effectually called, and ſaving- 
ly enlightened, do highly prize it: they ſee 
much of the power and wiſdom of Gop in 
that excellent contrivance of man's ſalvation 
by Chriſt; they deſire to know nothing but 
Chriſt, and Him crucified. 1 Cr. ii. 14. 
2 Gar. i. Mr. Tho. Corr. 


260. The reaſon of an unregenerate man's 
unwillingneſs to holy duties lies in this, that 
they are appointed, and the tendency of thein 
is, to bring Gop and their hearts together; 
which is indeed to bring two encmies toge- 
ther; for ſuch are their hearts and Gon, 
And the reaſon of a regenerate man's will- 
ingneſs is, that in the duty two friends meœci 
together; Gop, who hath from everlaſting, 

owned the foul, and the foul who hath 
= I 4 choſen 
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choſen Go to be his Gop. Fob xxi. 14. 
Pſ. Ixxiii. 25. xliii. 4 Dr. Goopwix. 


261. It is a great concernment to know 
that the ſcripture hath ſuch a witneſs as ex- 
perience, and that there is ſuch a trade and 
correſpondence as this betwixt the ſaints and 
the word, which lieth not in the common 
road of the world. O what an empty thing 
would religion be, if it had not this word 
experience in its grammar; that ſecret and 
ſure mark whereby the Chriſtian knoweth 
the ſcripture is of Gop; how thus the Loxn 
hath often ſealed their inſtruction in a dark 
plunge ! Jon iv. 42. O what an excellent 
interpreter is experience; Taſte and fee! for 
thus the ſerious Chriſtian getteth a view 
of the ſcripture and ſpiritual things, which 
the moſt ſubtile and piercing eye of unſancti- 
fed ſchoolmen cannot reach, A xxxiv. 8. 
exvi. 10. 1 Tin, i. 12. 1 Pei, ii. 3. Gal. il. 
16. Heb. iv. 3. But O! chis cannot be 
found in books; men will not meet with it 
ina throng of choiceſt notions: it confound- 
eth the wiſe and diſputer of this world; 
| while the meaneſt and moſt ſimple Chriſtian 
often 
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often knoweth more than thoſe of greateſt 
parts. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Matth. xi. 25. 3 

Mr. FLEMING. 
262. Doth not this argument of expe- 
rience, by a very clear demonſtration, wit- 
neſs that great truth of a GopHEAD, where- 
on the whole ſuperſtructure of truth and 
godlineſs doth ſtand ? yea, in another man- 
ner doth enforce on men the perſuaſion of 
this by a more near and convincing diſcovery 
than the greateſt works of Gop, or thoſe 
glorious appearances. of his power and wiſ- 
dom in the heavens and earth do? It is true, 
theſe bring Him near to our eye and car: 
but O! this brings the bleſſed and inviſible 
God nearer, into the heart and ſoul, that 
we may both taſte and ſee that ſurcly He is, 
and is that which in the ſcripture He is 
declared to be. It is not the contemplation 
of nature, in its higheſt flight, can anſwer 
ſuch an aſſault of the devil, which may over- 
take the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſtian about the 
being of Gop. But there is a demonſtration 
within, which goes farther than the judg- 
ment, and paſſeth natural underſtanding ; 
whence we feel, we taſte, we enjoy; yea, 
his 
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| his voice is heard in the ſoul, which we ſure- 
Jy know to be His. 1 John i. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 

3. FP). IXxxix. 15. Mr. FLEMING; 


263. There is nothing of more certainty 
to the ſouls of any than what they have real 
ſpiritual experience of. When the things 
about which men are converſant lye only in 
notion, and are rationally diſcourſed or de- 
bated, much deceit may lye under all: but, 
when the things between Gop and the ſoul 
come to be realized by practical experience, 
they give a never-failing certainty of them- 
_ ſelves. . exvi. 10. Fohn vi. 69. 

Fo Dr. Owxx. 


264. When the heart in caſt indecd into 
the mould of the doctrine that the mind 
embraceth, when the evidence and neceſſity 
of the truth abides in us, when not only the 
ſenſe of the words is in our heads, but the 
ſenſe of the things abides in our hearts, 
when we have communion with Gop in the 
doctrines we contend for, then ſhall we be 
garriſoned by the grace of Gop againſt all 
the aſſaults of men; and without this, all 
our contending is, as to ours. lves, of no 

5 value, 
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value. What am I the better, if I can diſ- 
pute that Chriſt is Gop, but have no ſenſe 

or ſweetneſs in my heart from hence, that 
He is a God in covenant with my ſoul ? 
What will it avail me to evince by teſtimo- 
nics and arguments, that He hath made ſatis- 
faction for ſin, if through my unbelief the 
wrath of God abides upon me, and I have 
no experience of my own being made the 
righteouſneſs of GoD in Him; if I find not, 
in my ſtanding before Gop, the excellency 
of having my ſins imputed to Him, and his 

righteouſneſs imputed to me? Will it be 
any advantage to me in the iſſue, to profeſs. 
and diſpute that Gon works the converſion 
of a ſinner by the irreſiſtable grace of his Spi- 
rit, if I was never acquaintcd experimentally 
with the deadneſs and utter impotence to 
good, that oppoſition to the law of Gon 
which is in my own foul by nature, with 
the efficacy of the exceeding greatneſs of 
the power of Gop, in quickening, enlight- 
ening, and bringing forth the fruits of obe- 
dience in me? Rev. iii. 1. 1 Cor. i. 24. ii. 5. 

It is the power of the truth in the heart alone 
that will make us cleave unto.it indeed in 

; the 
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the hour of temptation. Let us not then 
think that we are any thing the better for 
our conviction of the truths of the great 
doctrines of the goſpel, for which we con- 
tend, unleſs we find the power of the truths 
abiding in our own hearts, and have a con- 
tinual experience of their neceſſity and ex- 
cellency in our ſtanding before Gop, and 
our communion with Him. 1 The. i. 5. 
. 7 Dr. OWEN. 


265. Experience is indeed a ſtrong demon- 
ſtration, and it is ſuch a witneſs as leaves no 
room for debate; for here the truth is felt, 
proved, and acted on the heart, which the 
Chriſtian knoweth well, and is as ſure of, 
as he is perſuaded that he liveth, or that the 
ſun, when it ſhineth, hath life and warmneſs 
therewith. It is true, the world liveth at a 
: oreat diſtance with this; they only converſe 
with the ſound of ſuch a thing: and we know 
the naked theory of ſcripture-truth hath but 
a ſhort reach, and that it differs as far from 
that which a ſerious practical Chriſtian hath, 


as the ſight of a country in a map 1s from the 
real diſcovery of the ſame; where the differ- 
| | | ence 


EMINENT Divines, &c. 125 


ence is not in the degree, but in the kind. 
P.. xxxiv. 8. Ixiii. 1 to 7. 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
Mr. FLEMING. 


266. Conſider with thyſelf, when thou 
comeſt to die, what wilt thou ſay then? 
Satan will come then and lay thy ſins to thy 
charge. Thou muſt think what thou haſt 
to anſwer. Thou haſt nothing to ſay but, 


Jam in Chriſt. Well; but how doſt thou 


prove that? He will aſk thee that queſtion, 


Art thou a new creature? If thou findeſt 


that thou art not a new creature, thou art 
not in Chriſt; and thou needeſt not a new 
condemnation, thou art condemned already, 
John iii. 3, 18. Now examine, Canſt thou 
do that which no man elſe can do that is a 
mere natural man? Thou muſt have a 


ſtrength put into thee which none can reach 


that hath nothing but nature in him. Canſt 
thou love the LoRp Jeſus and the ſaints ? 
An hypocrite can counterfeit many things, 


but not love. Again, canſt thou delight in 


the law of Gop in the inward man? I afk 


not if thou canſt approve of it; but canſt thou 
delight in it, counting it as thy meat and drink 


to 
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to do the will of thy Father? This is a thing 
which cannot be counterfeited. So, canſt 
thou deny thyſelf ? I aſk not if thou canſt 
deny this or that particular ſin, but the whole 
body of ſin; if thou ſavoureſt the things of 

the Spirit; if thou canſt mortify the deeds 
of the body, and walk according to the Spi- 
rit? If thou art a new creature, thou muft 

find thyſelf able to do that which no natural 
man can do, and which thyſelf could never 
do before. For otherwiſe, What wilt thou 
anſwer for thyſelf when the deſtroying angel 

ſhall come? If he find not in thee more 
than nature, the deſtruction ſhall paſs on 

_ thee; as it was in the paſlover; except there 
was found blood on the door-poſts, they died 

for it. Now the blood that this deſtroying 
angel muſt ſee, when he ſhall paſs over the 
world, is that which is more than nature : 
you muſt know the blood of Chriſt leaves 
an impreſſion ; their garments were made 
white in the blood of the Lamb; that is, not 
only the guilt of ſin is taken away, but a new 
virtue is put on them, a new efficacy is put 
into them: and if thou haſt not the virtue 
of the blood of Chriſt as well to purge thy 


Con- 
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conſcience from dead works as to take away 
the guilt of fin, all is nothing. I ſay, ex- 
cept thou art a new creature, the deſtroying 
angel ſhall not ſpare thee, but thy fans ſhall 
be caſt on thy conſcience : and, when Gon 
ſhall caſt it on thy conſcience, what wilt 
thou ſay? If thou find not theſe two things, 
a weakening, of this old nature, an healing 
of ſin, and ſomething more than nature, 
thou canſt not apply the comfort of juſtifi- 


cation, thou art not in Chriſt; for thou art 


not a new ereature, which conſiſts of theſe. 
two parts, vivification and mortification. 
Rom. vi. 22. viii. 5, 6. 2 Cor. v. 17. Vi. 17. 
Epb. ii. 10. iv. 22, 23, 24. v. 27. Col. i. 
41. 3. Nin. 18. 19. Dr. PRERSTON. 


267. There is nothing that doth truly 
and unfeignedly root wickedneſs out of the 
heart of man, but only the true tranquility 
of the mind, or the reſt of the ſoul in Gop. 
And to ſay as the thing is, This is ſuch a 
peace and ſuch a reſt to the creature in the 
Creator, that, according to the meaſure of 
its eſtabliſhment by faith, no created com- 
prehenfible thing can either add to it or de- 

= 5 tract 
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tract from it: the increaſe of a kingdom can- 


not augment it, the greateſt loſſes and croſles 


in worldly things cannot diminiſh it. A 


| believer's good works do all flow from it. 
Neither fin nor Satan, law nor conſcience, 
hell nor grave, can quite extinguiſh it; for 
it is the Lord alone that maintains it. It is 


the pleaſant face of Gop in Chriſt that puts 
gladneſs into his heart, Pſ. iv. 7. and when 


that face is hid, then is he troubled, P/ xxx. 


7. Though the peace and joy of true be- 


lievers may be extenuated or diminiſhed, 
yet doth the teſtimony of their being, in 
nature remain ſo ſtrong, that they could ſkill 
to ſay, yea, even when they have felt Gop 
to be withdrawing Himſelf from them, My 


Gop, my Gop, why haſt thou forſaken me, 


Pſ. xxii. 1. yea, and in the night of Gop's 
abſence to remain confident, that though ſor- 
row be over night, yet joy will come in the 
morning: nay, though the LorD ſhould 


ſeem to kill them with unkindneſs, yet will 


they put their truſt in Him, knowing that, 


for all this, their Redeemer liveth: ſo ſtrong 


is their joy in the Lorxp. Theſe are the 
people that are kept in perfect peace, becauſe 


their 


% * v 
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their minds are ſtayed on the Loxp, Jia. 
xxvi. 3. Wherefore take heed of deeming 


any ſtate happy, until you come to find this 
true peace and reſt to your ſouls in Gop. 


Hof. vi. 1. Tfa. xlviii. 22. Job xiii. 15, 19, 


25. u Mop. Divix. 


268. In the preſent beholding the glory 
of Chriſt the life and power of faith are moſt 
eminently acted: and from this exerciſe of 


faith doth love unto Chriſt principally (if not 


ſolely) ariſe and ſpring. If therefore we defire 


to have faith in its vigour, or love in its 


power, giving reſt, complacency, and ſatis- 
faction to our own ſouls, we are to ſeek for 
them in the diligent diſcharge of this duty: 

elſewhere they will not be found. Herein _ 
would I live, herein would I die; herein 
would I dwell in my thoughts and affeCtions, 


to the withering and conſumption of all the 
painted beauties of this world, unto the eru- 


cifying all things here below, until they be- 
come unto me a dead and deformed thing, 
no way meet for affectionate embraces. 


K 269, Hath 
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22069. Hath he the heart of a Chriſtian who 
doth not often meditate on the death of his 
Saviour, who doth not derive his life from 
it? Who can look into the goſpel and not 
fix on thoſe lines which either immediately 
and directly, or through ſome other paths of 
divine grace and wiſdom, do lead him there- 
unto? Can any have believing thoughts con- 
cerning the death of Chriſt, and not have his 
heart affected with ardent love unto his per- 
fon? Chriſt in the goſpel is evidently ſet 
forth crucified before us. Can any by the 
eye of faith Ibok on this bleſſed dying Re- 
deemer, and ſuppoſe love unto his perſon to 
be nothing but the work of fancy or ima- 
gination ? They know the contrary who 
always bear about in the body the dying of 
the LoxD Jeſus, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor, 
iv. 10. As his whole name, in all that He 
did, is as ointment poured forth; for which 
the virgins love Him, Song i. * ſo this pre- 
cious perfume of his death is that wherewith 
their hearts are raviſhed in a peculiar manner, 
2 Cor. v. 14, 15. I Cor. ii. 2. 
15 Dr. Owen: 


270. The 
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270. The principal deſign of their whole 
lives, to whom Chriſt is precious, 1s to ac- 
_ quaint themſelves with Him; the myſtery 
of the wiſdom, grace, and love of Gop in 
his perſon and mediation, as revealed unto 
us in the ſcripture, which is life eternal, 
John xvii. 3. to truſt in Him and unto Him 
as to all the everlaſting concernments of their 
ſouls, to love and honour Him with all their 
hearts, to endeavour after conformity un- 
to Him in all thoſe characters of divine 
goodneſs and holineſs which are repreſented 
unto them in Him. In theſe things conſiſt 
the ſoul, life, power, beauty and excellency, 
and efficacy of the Chriſtian religion; with- 
out which, whatever outward ornaments may 
be put upon its exerciſe, it is but a uſeleſs, 
lifeleſs carcaſs. Phil. iii. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
. e Dr. OwEN. 

271. See to whom you are beholden for 
your lives, liberties, comforts, and all that 
you enjoy in this world. Is it not Chriſt, 
who orders all for you? He indeed is in 
heaven, out of your ſight; but, though you 
ſee Him not, He ſees you, and takes care 
of all your concerns. In all thy ways ac- _ 
K 2 knowW- 
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knowledge Him, Prov. iii. 6. It is He that 


| hath eſpied out that ſtate thou art in, as moſt 
proper for thee. It is Chriſt that hath done 


all for thee that is done, He looks down 
from heaven upon all that fear Him: He ſees 
when you are in danger by temptation, and 
caſts in a providence (you know not how) 


to hinder it: He ſees when you are ſad, and 
orders reviving providences to refreſh you: 
He ſees when corruptions prevail, and orders 
humbling providences to purge them: what- 


ever mercies you have received, all along the 


way you have gone hitherto, are the order- 
ings of Chriſt for you. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 


Pf. XXXVII, 23. Jer. x. 23. 2 Chron. xvi. 


9. Mr. FLAVEL. 


272. Of all acts of faith, this of pure truſt 
doth honour Gon moſt, and hath indeed 
more of faith in it: the purer the truſt is, 
the greater the truſt is; and the greater the 
truſt is, the greater the faith is; and the 
greater the faith, the more honour comes to 


Gor. The end why Gop hath ordained 
faith is, that his free grace might be glori- 


fied: now his free grace is glorihed by no 


act of faith more than by this of pure truſt- | F 


127 
— 


EMINENT Divines, &c. 123 


ing in Him. In Rom. iv. 20, where Abra- 


ham's faith 1s ſet out to us, it is ſet out by 
this, that he gave glory to Gop. You do 
not honour Gop ſo much by your love, you 
do not honour Him ſo much by being aſſured 


of his love, as you do by truſting in his love. 
It magnifies the ſovereignty of Gop, which 
God aims at to magnify in our ſalvation: it 


leaves the ſoul at Gop's feet; for that is the 
poſture of the ſoul, when it ſays, Here am I, 
and I will truſt in Thee alone. It magnifies 


the faithfulneſs of Gop; and faithfulneſs is 
that attribute which, in one that makes a 
promiſe, is the chief thing he aims at. 
Now faith takes hold on Chriſt through 


a promiſe ; therefore it is a grace ſuited 
and fitted to magnify the faithfulneſs of 
Gop more than loving Him. If a man 
have aſſurance, he doth glorify Gop in a 


way of rejoicing, in a way of triumphing, 
in a way of thankfulneſs; but pure truſt 


doth glorify Gop another way, it glorifies 
God in a way of obedience. Oftentimes a 
man truiteth Gop for the ſalvation of his 


foul, and goes on ſo to do, and doth not of 


a long time know that Gop hath reccived 
K 3 him; 
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him; he hath not received an earneſt penny 
a long while of what he truſted Gop for (for 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt is the reward of faith). 
Now, to ſtand thus out of purſe for many 
years before a man receives a penny, this is 
a great and mighty truſt. For a man to 
venture to ſea without either fail, oar, or 
| maſt, or any thing of his own, and to be 
| wafted by Jeſus Chriſt and free grace, to 
commit himſelf to thoſe winds which ſhall 
blow from Him from that promife He makes; 
this is the great truſt: and this the ſoul doth 
when he comes to Chriſt. Fob xiii. 15. 
Ta. 1. 10. Dan: iii. 17, 18. Jen. ii. 4. 
John vi. 68, 69. Dr. Goopwix. 


273. Doctrines of the greateſt weight are 
talked of and treated about with a vain, un- 
concerned frame of ſpirit, as if men con- 
tended about opinions and ſchool-points, 
rather than about the oracles of Gop and 
matters of faith. But if men's hearts were 
ſeen by themſelves, if ſin were felt, if men's 
conſciences were enlivened, if God's holy 
law were known in its exaCtneſs and ſeverity, 
and the glory and the majeſty of the law- 

. Eo TL Fiver 
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giver ſhining before men's eyes, if men were 
living as leaving time and launching forth 
into eternity, the goſpel ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt would be more regarded. Acts xvi. 
29, 30. Mic. vi. C, 7. Mr. TRAIL. 


274. Thoſe that receive Chriſt with an 
unfeigned faith ſhall never want a wedding- 
garment to adorn them in the ſight of Goo. 
Faith itſelf is very precious in the ſight of 
God, and moſt holy, 2 Pet. i. 1. Jude 20. 
God loves it becauſe it giveth the glory of 
our ſalvation only to the free grace of Gop 
in Chriſt, Rom. iv. 16. and renounceth all 
dependance on any conditions that we can 
perform to procure a right to Chriſt, or to 
make ourſelves acceptable to Him. The 
excellency of faith lies in this, that it ac- 
counteth not itſelf, nor any other work of 
ours, a ſufficient ornament to make us accept- 
able in the ſight of Gop. It will not be our 
wedding-garment itſelf ; but it buyeth of 
Chriſt white raiment that we may be clothed, 
and that the ſhame of our nakedneſs may 
mot appear, Rev, iii, 18. Mr, MARSHAL, 


K's: 275. That 


136 SELECT SENTENCES FROM 


275. That faith which works in the ſoul 
a gracious perſuaſion of the excellency of 
this way, by a fight of the glory of the wiſ- 
dom, power, grace, love and goodneſs of 
Goy in it, ſo as to be ſatisfied with it as the 
beſt, the only way of coming unto Go, 
with a renunciation of all other ways and 
means unto that end, will at all times evi- 
dence its nature and ſincerity. John vi. 68, 


69. Phil. iti. 3. Dr. Owex, 


276. Faith embraceth the krowledge of 
the myſtery of Gop and Chriſt in the light 
of grace; the truth of which myſtery the 
believer acknowledgeth with full conſent of 
mind on the authority of the teſtimony of 
Gop; and not only ſo, but he loveth the 
truth, rejoiceth in it, and glorificth Gor, 
and moſt earneſtly deſires communion with 
Chriſt, that thoſe things which are true in 
Chriſt may be true alſo to him for ſalyation: 
 wherefore, when Chriſt is offered to him by 
the word and ſpirit, he receiveth Him with 
the greateſt willingneſs of mind, he Jeans 
upon Him, heveſts upon Him, and gives up 
himſelf wholly to Him; which being done, 
5 | | he 
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he now glorieth that He is his, and in Him 
moſt pleaſantly delighteth, reſting under the 
ſhadow of the Tree of life, and ſatiating him- 
ſelf with his moſt ſweet fruits. This is the 
faith of God's elect, the invaluable gift, the 
bond of our union with Chriſt, the heavenly 
ladder, the key of the ark of the covenant, 
by which are unlocked the treaſures thereof, 
the never-ceaſing fountain of a holy, happy, 
quiet life. Heb. xi. 5 Oe. 
Mr. Hem. WiITSIUs. 

277. The ſoul that is under the conduct 
of faith is not capable of any one deſire that 
any thing were otherwiſe than it is in the 
will of Gop concerning our holineſs and 
obedience, no more than it can deſire that 
God ſhould not be what He is. P/. xxx. 4. 
exix. 128. | Dr. Owen: 


278. The goſpel doth theſe two things, 
wiz. It ſets before us our loſt undone con- 
dition by nature, and ſhews us the remedy 
in Chriſt; always offering mercy in Chriſt | 
to all whom God calls to repentance: it is 
inconſiſtent with the goodneſs and wiſdom 
of Gop to do otherwiſe: evangelical repent- 
ance 
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ance muſt be from evangelical motives, 
This offer of grace and pardon in Chrift 
muſt be propoſed to our hearers; and, when 


propoſed, it muſt be believed in ſome degree 
of ſaving faith before a ſinner can entertain 
one ſerious thought of evangelical repent- 


ance, This offer of mercy received by faith 


implies a ſecret hope of pardon, which I con- 
ceive is the firſt ſaving work upon the ſoul, 


Faith, being thus wrought, cauſes a looking 
unto Chriſt only for ſalvation, and a ſecret 
reliance upon Him for ſalvation: and ſuch a 

5 faith, wrought in never ſo low a degree, 1 | 
take to be true, ſaving, juſtifying faith. 

This faith includes in it the ſeeds of all other 


graces, which ſpring up under the influences 
of faith according to the degree of it. This 
faith works by love, and cauſes true evan- 


gelical repentance, which though it be no 
cauſe of our juſtification, yet it is always an 
effect of juſtifying faith, found in all who 
are juſtified. Jer. xxxi. 19. Luke xix. 8. 


Mr. T ro. COLE. 
279. Faith doth engraft a man, who is 


by nature a wild olive-branch, into Chriſt, 
as into the natural ol. ve, and fetcheth ſap 


from 
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from the root Chriſt, and thereby makes the 
tree bring forth fruit in its kind; yea, faith 
fetcheth a ſupernatural efficacy from the 
death and life of Chriſt, by virtue whereof 
it metamorphoſeth the heart of a believer, 
and createth and infuſeth into him new princi- 
ples of action: ſo that what a treaſure of all 
graces Chriſt hath ſtored up in Him, faith 
draineth and draweth them out to the uſe 
of a believer; being as a conduit-cock, that 
watereth all the herbs in the garden; yea, 
ſaith doth apply the blood of Chriſt to a be- 
liever's heart, and the blood of Chriſt hath 
in it not only a power to waſh from the 
guilt of fin, but to cleanſe and purge like- 
wiſe from the power and ſtain of ſin. And 
therefore, ſaith godly Hooker, if you would 
have grace, you muſt firſt of all get faith, and 
that will bring all the reſt. Let faith go to 
Chriſt, and there is meeknels, pati-ice, hu- 
mility, and wiſdom, and faith wil: fetch all 
them to the ſoul: therefore, fait: he, you 
muſt not look for ſanctification til! you come 
to Chriſt in vocation, n xv. 4, 5. Phil. 
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280. True, ſaving, juſtifying faith car. 
rics the ſoul through all difficulties, diſcou— 


ragements, and natural impoſhbilities, to 


Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. iv. 19. Mr. BRIDGE. 


281. But it remains that we inquire how 
faith juſtifies, Certainly not in that ſenſe, 


as though Gop graciouſly accepts the act of 


faith, and new evangelical obedience pro- 


_ ceeding from faith, in the room of that per- 
fect obedience which, according to the firict- 


neſs of the law, we ought to have: for this 


were to make void the whole goſpel. In the 


room of perfect obedience, which the law 
requires to juſtification, the goſpel hath not 


ſubſtitued our faith, but the obedience of 


_ Chriſt, by which the righteouſneſs of the 


law is fulfilled: and it is falſe, that faith and 


our obedience are one and the ſame thing, 
I confeſs, faith is a virtue commanded by 


the law of Gop, and that the believer, ſo 
far as he believes, does obey Gop. I con- 


feſs again, no faith is to be accounted true 


and living which is not big with good works. 


But yet faith is one thing, and obedience 
flowing from faith quite another thine, e- 


5 | ſpecially 
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ſpecially in the buſineſs of juſtification, of 
which we treat, for Paul always contra- 
diſtinguiſheth all manner of works from faith. 
Laſtly, neither the truth nor righteouſneſs 
of Go ſuffers, that our faith and obedience, 
which are imperfect, ſhould be admitted as 
perfect: for it is the will of Gop, that the 
rizhteouſneſs of the law ſhould be fulfilled 
in our juſtification, not that any thing ſhould 
derogate from it. Gal. iii. 10. 

5 Mr. HERRI. Wirslus. 
282. Nothing can avail in the buſineſs of 
juſtification unleſs it be plainly perfect, and 
in all things anſwers to the law of Gov. 


For in juſtification there is a declaration of 


the righteouſneſs of Gop, Rom. iii. 25, 26. 

For that requires that the righteouſneſs of 
the law be fulfilled, Rom. viii. 4. And the 
righteouſneſs of the law cannot be fulfilled 
but by a perfect obedience. This no man 
can challenge to himſelf but a vain boaſter 
and a liar: from whence we conclude, that 
no ſinner can be juſtified by any act of his 


own, Roz. iii. 20. The apoſtle reſts upon 


this axiom, That the righteouſneſs which 
Will 
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will be of any avail before the tribunal of 
Goh muſt in all points be perfect; but, ſee- 
ing no works of any man are ſo, he con- 
cludes, that no works of any fort can con- 
fer any thing to juſtification. The apoſtle, 
without doubt, excludes all thoſe works on 
which they who endeavour to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs do commonly reſt : and 
of thoſe, it is not credible that there hath 
been any one who through the whole courſe 
of their lives will ſay, that they have kept 
themſelves undefiled with the leaſt ſpot or 
_ ſtain of ſin. Eccleſ. Vile 20 
Mr. HERM. WIFs1Us. 


283. Juſtibcation i is a judicial act of Gop, 
but free, whereby an elect believing ſinner 
is abſolved from the guilt of his ſins, and a 
right adjudged to him of eternal life, for and 
becauſe of the obedience of Chriſt, received 
by faith, Rom. v. t. IpEM. 


284. The wa true faith will do its 
work ſafely, though not ſo ſweetly : true 
faith, in the loweſt degree, gives the ſoul 
a ſhare in the firſt reſurrection : it is of the 
vital principle which we receive when we are 

2 | quick- 
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quickened. Now be it never ſo weak a life we 
have, yet it is a life that ſhall never fail; it is 
of the ſeed of Gop which abideth, incorrupt- 
ible ſeed that dieth not. A believer is ſpirit, 
is quickened from the dead; be he never ſo 
young, never fo ſick, never fo weak, he i i3 
{till alive, and the ſecond death ſhall have 
no power over him. A little faith gives a 
whole Chriſt : he that hath the loweſt faith 
hath as true an intereſt in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt as the moſt ſtedfaſt believer. 
Others. may be more holy than he, but not 
one in the world more righteous than he; 
for he is righteous with the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. He cannot but be low in ſanctifica- 
tion; for a little faith will bring forth but 
little or low obedience : if the root be weak, 
the fruit will not be great; but he is beneath 
none in juſtification, The moſt imperfect 
faith will give preſent juſtification, becauſe 
it intereſts the ſoul in a preſent Chriſt: the 
loweſt degree of true faith gives the higheſt 
completeneſs of righteouſneſs. You, who have 
but a weak faith, have yet a ſtrong Chriſt; 
ſo that, though all the world ſhould ſet itſelf 
___ your little faith, it ſhould not pre- 
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_ vail: fin cannot do it, Satan cannot do it, 


hell cannot do it: though you take but weak 


and faint hold on Chriſt, He takes ſure, 
ſtrong, and unconquerable hold on you. 
Have you not often wondred that this ſpark 


of heavenly fire ſhould be kept alive in the 
midſt of the ſea? It is everlaſting, a ſpark 


that cannot be quenched, a drop of that 
fountain that can never be dried up. Jeſus 


Chriſt takes ſpecial care of them that are 
weak in the faith; on what account ſoever 
they are ſick and weak and unable, this 
good Shepherd takes care of them: he ſhall _ 
rule, and they ſhall abide. Mic. v. 4. Col. 
ii. 10. John x x. 28. Mark ix. 24. Luke vii. 
© , Ir, OWEN, 
285. Chriſt maintains a little grace in his 
children amidſt many ſtrong corruptions and 


luſts: grace is but a little grain, and yet it 


lives and thrives; it is an abiding ſeed, under 
continual influences from Chriſt. 1 Fob iii. 


5. John Xiv. 19. Mr. Tho. Cort. 


286. By the bare word of God it is that 
the heayens continue, and the earth (with- 
out any other foundation) hangs in the midſt 

5 | of 


EMINENT DIvIN ES &c, 145 
of the air; therefore well may the ſoul ſtay 
itſelf upon that, even when it hath nothing 
elſe in ſight to ſtay itſelf upon. By his word 

it is that the covenant of day and night, and 
the preſervation of the world from any farther 

_ overflowings of waters, continueth; which 
if it ſhould fail, yet his covenant with his 
people ſhall abide firm for ever; though the 

whole frame of nature were diſſolved. Heb, 


I. 3. er, Xxxili, 20, 214. - Dr. Sinns. 
1 287. The almighty architect ſtretches out 
daee north, and its whole ſtarry train, over 
5 the empty ſpace: he hangs the earth and all 
. the ætherial globes upon nothing: yet are 
3 their foundations laid ſo ſure, that they can 
; never be moved at any time. No unfit re- 
1 preſentation to the ſincere-Chriſtian of his 
t final perſeverance; but ſuch as points out the 
5 cauſe that effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge 
r 3 Reg 0 
. which aſcertains it. His nature is all en- 
5 feebled, he is not able of himſelf to think a 


dͥood thought, he has no viſible ſafeguard, 
at nor any ſufficiency of his own; and yet, 
| whole legions of formidable enemies are 
combined to compaſs his ruin, The world 
of 3 * lays 


_ . 
r 


— — — — # ae; 
22 . 
r rr 
— 3 — x» - 
— — n 
— ER p 


146 Sxrrcr SENTENCES FROM 


lays unnumbered ſnares for his feet; the de- 
vil is inceſſantly urging the ſiege by a mul- 
titude of fiery darts or wily temptations; the 
fleſh, like a perfidious inmate, under colour 
of fricydſhip and a ſpecious pretence of plea- 
ſure, is always forward to betray his inte- 
grity : but, amidſt all theſe threatning cir- 
cumſtances of perſonal weakneſs and immi- 
nent danger, an inviſible aid is his defence, 
I will uphold thee (ſays the bleſſed Gop) 


with the right hand of my righteouſneſs, 


O comfortable truth! The arm which fix- 


eth the ſtars in their courſes, and guides the 


Planets in theirs, is ſtretched out to preſerve 


the heirs of ſalvation, My ſheep (adds the 


great Redeemer) are mine; and they ſhall 


never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hand. What words are theſe! 


And did they come from Him who hath all 
power in heaven and carth? And were they 
ſpoken to every unfeigned though feeble fol- 


lower of the great Shepherd? Then Omni- 
potence itſelf muſt be vanquiſhed before they 
can be deſtroyed, either by the ſeductions oſ 


fraud or the aſſaults of violence. If you alk 


| therefore what ſecurity we have of enduring 


4 to 
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to the end, and continuing faithful unto 
The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the 


death? 


univerſe. 


heavens, and ſettles the ordinances of the 
Can theſe be thrown into con- 
fuſion? Then may the true believer draw 
back unto perdition ? 


Can the ſun be diſ- 


lodged from his ſphere, and ruſh lawleſsly 


through the ſky? Then, and then only, can 


the faith of God's ele& be overthrown final- 


ly. Be of good courage then, O my ſou]; 


rely on thoſe divine ſuccours which are ſo 
ſolemnly ſtipulated, ſo faithfully promiſed. 


Though thy grace be languid as the glimmer- 


ing ſpark—though the overflowings of cor- 


ruption threaten it with total extinction ; 


yet, ſince the Great JEHOVAH has under- 


taken to cheriſh the dim principle, many 


waters cannot quench it, nor the floods 


drown it. Nay, though it were feeble as 


the ſmoking flax, almighty goodneſs ſtands 


engaged to augment the heat, to raiſe the 


fire, and feed the flame, till it beam forth a 


1 


lamp of immortal glory in the heavens. Ia. 
li. 3. Song viii. 7. Ja. xli. 10. John x. 28. 


Mr. James HERVEx. 
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288. Unto the power of Gop is our per- 
ſeverance wholly attributed, 1 Pet. i. 5. Ye 
are kept (as with a garriſon, as the word 


ſignifies) through the power of Gop unto 


ſalvation. And were there not a great and 


an apparent danger of miſcarrying, ſuch a 


mighty guard would not be needed. There is 
nothing puts us into ſuch danger as our cor- 


ruptions that ſtill remain in us, which fight 
againſt the ſoul, and endeavour to overcome 


and deſtroy us. Now then, to be kept, 


maugre all theſe; to have grace maintained, 


a ſpark of grace in the midſt of a ſea of cor- 


ruption; how doth this honour the power 


of God in keeping us! How will the grace 
of Gop under the goſpel triumph over the 
grace of Gop given Adam in innocency ! 
When Adam having his heart full of inhe- 


rent grace, and nothing inwardly in his na- 


ture to ſeduce him, and the temptation that 


he had being but matter of curioſity, and 
the pleaſing his wife, yet he fell. When as 
many poor ſouls under the ſtate of grace, that 


have but mites of grace in compariſon, and 


worlds of corruption, are yet kept, not only 


from the unneceſſary pleaſures of ſin in time 
| ol 
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of proſperity, but hold out againſt all the 
threats, all the crueltics of wicked perſecutors 
in the time of perſecution, which threatens 


to debar them of all the preſent good they 
enjoy! And though Gop's people are often 
foiled, yet that there ſhould ſtill remain a 
ſeed within them. This illuſtrates the grace 
of Chriſt under the goſpel. For one act in 
Adam expelled all grace out of him, when 


yet his heart was full of nothing elſe. Were 
our hearts filled with grace perfectly at firlt 


converſion, this power would not be ſeen; 
neither would the confuſion of the devil be 
ſo great, and the victory ſo glorious, if all ſin 


were at firſt converſion expelled. For by 
this means the devil in his aſſaults againſt us 


hath the more advantages, fair play, (as I 
may ſay) fair hopes of overcoming, having 
a great faction in us as ready to ſin as he is 
greedy to tempt; and yet Gop carries on his 
own work begun, though ſlowly and by de- 
grees, backeth and mzintaineth a ſmall party 
of grace within us to his confuſion, That as, 
in Gop's outward government towards his 
church here on earth, He ſuffers a ore 
party, the greater by far, to be againſt hi; 
L 3 church, 
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church, and yet upholds it, and rules among 
the midſt of his enemies, Pſ. cx. 2. ſo doth 


He alſo in every particular believer's heart, 


When grace ſhall be in us but as a ſpark, 
and corruptions as much ſmoke and moiſture 
damping it; grace but as a candle, and that 
in the ſocket, among huge and many winds; 
then to bring forth judgment unto victory, 
that is a victory indeed. Iſa. xlii, 3. 1 John 


iii. 9. Dr. Goopwix. 


289. Conftancy i in goſpel obedience is the 
beauty and glory of it. All that profeſs 


godlineſs keep the law now and then; but 


the excellency of it lies in conſtancy. P/. 
cxix. 33, 112. Matth. xxiv. 13. Heb. x. 
29. Mr. Tao. Cork. 


290. If Gop has made thee (of a great 


inner) the object of his mercy, thou mayſt 
be aſſured of a continuance of his love. He 


pardoned thee when thou waſt an enemy; 
will He leaye thee now thou art his friend? 
He loved thee when thou hadſt razed out in 
a great meaſure his image and picture, which 
tle had ſet in thy ſoul ; will He hate thee 
now, fince He has reſtored that i image, and 
| | drawn 
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drawn it with freſh colours? He juſtified 
thee when thou waſt ungodly; and will He 
caſt thee off ſince He hath been at ſuch pains 
about thee, and written in thee a counterpart 
of his own divine nature in the work of 
grace? Were his bowels firſt moved when 
thou hadſt no grace; and will they not ſound 
louder when thou haſt grace? Thou hadſt 
a rich preſent of his grace ſent thee when 
thou couldſt not pray for it; and will He 
not much more give thee whatever is need- 
ful, when thou calleſt upon Him? He was 
found of thee when thou didſt not ſeek Him; 
and will He hide Himſelf from thee when 
chou art enquiring after Him? Gop con- 
ſidered, before he began with thee, what 
charge thou wouldſt ſtand Him in, both of 
merit in Chriſt, and of grace in thee; ſo 
that the grace He hath given thee is not only 
a mercy to thee, but an obligation on Him- 
ſelf, ſince his credit is engaged to complete 
it. Thou haſt more unanſwerable argu- 
ments to plead before Him than thou hadſt; 
viz, his Son, his truth, his promiſe, his 
grace, his name, wherein before thou hagſt 
not the leaſt intereſt, To what purgoſe hath 
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Gop called thee and waſhed thee, if He did 
not intend to ſupply thee with as much 
grace as ſhall bring thee to glory? Hath 
Gor given thee Chriſt, and will He detain 
any thing elſe? Exel. xvi. 8. Ja, Ixv. 1, 
Matth. vii. 5 Rom. viii. 32. 
Mr. CHaRNock. 
291. Well, Chriſt is in heaven, our true 
treaſure, whither neither the thief, nor moth, 
nor canker can come. This is our happineſs, 


that He keepeth our treaſure; it is out of the 


reach of devils and men: were it in our 


hands we would ſoon betray it. If we are 


ſet in heaven with Chriſt, Chriſt may as. 


Joon be pulled out of heaven as we diſap- 


pointed of our inheritance. Matth. vi. 19, 
20, John xiv. 19. Mr. Bain. 


292. A ſaint may be brought very low, 
but he can never fall below a promiſe: he 
may loſe eſtate, friends, and health, and 


much of the preſence of Gop; but, if once 
in covenant with Gop, he can never loſe 
che promiſe: the word of the Lok endures 


for ever. There is my comfort. P/. cxix. 


925 i "os THO. CorE. 
ES 293. Faith's 
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293. Faith's aſſurance, that in the Lokxp 
Frnovan there is everlaſting ſtrength, even 
while we have not the experience of the com- 
munications of it, is a cordial againſt faint- 
ing. Ila. xxvi. 4. Mr. HALT BURTON. 


294. Perturbations, ſorrows, dread, de- 
jections, fears, are no duty unto any; only 
they are ſuch things as ſometimes enſue, or 
are immitted into the mind, upon that which 
is a duty indiſpenſible, namely, the con- 
viction of fin. They belong not to the pre- 
cept of the law, but to its curſe ; they are 
no part of what is required of us, but of 
what is inflicted on us. There is a goſpel 
ſorrow and humiliation after believing that 
is a duty, that is both commanded and hath 
promiſes annexed to it; but this legal ſorrow 
is an effect of the curſe of the law, not of its 
command. And Gon is pleaſed to exerciſe 
a prerogative and ſovereignty in this whole 
matter, and deals with the ſouls of men in 
an unſpeakable variety. Some he leads by 
the gates of death and hell to reſt in his love, 
like the people of old through the waſte and 
howling wilderneſs into Canaan; and the 
's Fs | paths 
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paths of others He makes plain and eaſy to 
them: ſome walk or wander long in dark. 
neſs; in the ſouls of others Chriſt is formed 
in the firſt gracious viſitation, 2 Cor. vii. 


95 10, | Dr. Owen, 


295. Men may love their friends moce 
than they can help them; but the loving- 


| kindneſs of God is attended with a power as 


infinite as itſelf, F/. cxlvi. 5. Fer. xxxii, 
Mr. CHARNOCK, 


| 296. The believing ſou], knowing, ac- 


knowledging, and loving the truths of fal- 


vation, cannot but wiſh that all thoſe things 


' which are true in Chriſt may be true alſo to 
bim, and that he may be ſanctified and bleſſ- 


ed according to and by thoſe truths; and 
ſincerely deſires that he, being by ſin alie- 
nated from the life of Gop, may again by 


free juſtification, and in and through ſancti- 


fication, be ſealed up to the glory of Gov. 
This is the hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs mentioned Matth. v. 6. And, I pray, 
what reaſon can there be, why he who be- 


lieves and perceives in himſelf that he is moſt 
miſerable, and is moſt fully perſuaded that 


** 
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by nothing, neither in heaven nor in earth, 
he can be freed from his miſery; who alſo 
ſees there is a fulneſs of ſalvation in Chriſt, 


and is certain he can never obtain ſalvation 
unleſs he be united to Chriſt; who from his 


very ſoul loves the truth of the fulneſs of ſal- 


vation in Chriſt alone and communion with 


Him; that he, I ſay, ſhould not ſeriouſly 


and ardently defire to have Chriſt dwelling 
in him: and this he ſhould ſeek after, this 
he ſhould preſs after, and with ſuch a deſire 


as can never be ſatished but by the poſſeſſion 


of the thing deſired; as hunger and thirſt 


are not allayed but by food and drink. 
Phil. iii. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 


Mr. Hen, Wrrnns 


2907. How ſtrange is formality in 9 
buſineſs as prayer! which is an addreſs to 


the living Gop, one of the moſt ſolemn acts 


of the ſou]; yea, we may call it the moſt 


natural act of a Chriſtian, like the breath- 


ing of the child after the breaſt! Alas! it is f 


ſad that many times this ſeems rather a piece 
of invention than a matter of carneſt with 


the LoRD; not fo much the breathing of the 
foul 
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| foul after Him, as the expreſſing what ſhould 
be our deſires! O to what claſs can ſuch 1 
piece of atheiſm be reduced as appears in our 
neareft approaches to God ! Should we look 
on prayer as a duty, and not conſider it as a 
ſingular enjoyment alſo, without which this 
earth would have a near appearance of hell, 
if we could not thus ſolace the foul in Gop, 
and get a vent under its greateſt preſſures. 
O prayer! what thought ſhould we have of it 
if the truth thereof were more believed! I 
think that man who is ſure of the being and 
faithfulneſs of Gop, and of the reality of 
prayer, needs not be ſolicitous with what face 
the world looks on him, when thus his great 
intereſt and encouragement are ſecure, and 
a well is at hand that can anſwer all his 

earn I xvii. 6. xxxiv. 5, 6. 
Mr. FLEMINCG. 


298. Hcartleſs, lifeleſs, wordy prayer, the 
fruit of convictions and gifts, or of cuſtom 
and outward occaſions, however multiplicd, 
| and whatever devotion they ſeem to be ac- 
companied withal, will never engage ſpirit- 
ual affections to them. P/, xvii. 1. "Hoſ vil, 
14. 8 Dr. Oves. 


299. It 
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Id 299. It is an aſtoniſhing thing to ſee, 
2 FF how, under frequency of prayer and a ſeem- 
ur 


ing fervency therein, many of us are at a 
ok | ſtand as to viſible thriving in fruits of grace, 
| and it is to be feared without any increaſe of 
ſtrength in the root of it; and, which is yet 
more aftoniſhable, men abide in the duty 
of prayer, and that in conſtancy, in their 
families and otherwiſe, and yet live in known 
ſins: and the fault and guilt is wholly their 
own, who have effected a conſiſtency between 
a way in ſinning and a courſe in praying: 
and it ariſeth from hence, that they have 
never laboured to fill up their requeſts with 
grace. No man was ever abſolutely pre- 
vailed on by fin, who praved for deliverance 
according to the mind of Gop. Every pray- 


YL f ing man that periſheth was an hypocrite : 
the faithfulneſs of Gor in his promiſes will 
the 3 : 
py not allow us to judge otherwite, P/. I. 15. 
to ; : * 
= xci. 15. For men to be earneſt in prayer 
2 and thriftleſs in grace, is a certain indication 
rt. of prevalent corruptions, and want of being 
v. ppiritually- minded in prayer itſelf. He who 
x, | prays as he ought will endeavour to live as 
1 be prays. To pray carneſtly and live care- 
J. 1 


. 
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leſsly, is to proclaim that a man is not ſpi- 
ritually-minded in his prayer. We may hear 
prayers ſometimes that openly diſcover them- 
{elves to ſpiritual ſenſe to be the labour of the 
brain by the help of gifts, in memory and in- 
vention, without any evidence of any mixt ire 
of humility, reverence, or godly fear, with- 
out any acting of faith and love: they flow 
as wine, yet ſmell and taſte of the unſavoury 
caſk from whence they proceed. Exel. xx. 


16. Prov. xv. 8. | Dr. Ower, 


Zoo. It were to be wiſhed this great means 
of prayer, yet left to the church, were with 
more ſingleneſs and fervour improved, both 
by the Chriſtian alone and in converſe with 
others. This is well known in the moſt 
dark and diſmal times of her condition, 
what marvellous help it hath brought at a 
choke, when it hath ſeemed in ſome manner 
the laſt effort of the church, and all other 
things gone. O a ſpirit of prayer! what 
remarkable advantage hath followed upon 
this! Thus hath the meaneſt of the ſaints 
accels to do a great piece of ſervice, even 
to the church univerſal, and the recovery 

} 5 5 again 
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again of the power of godlineſs, that is now 
ſo far gone. Acis Xi. 5, 6, 11. Eh. iv. 16. 
Iſa. Ixii. 6, 7. Mr. FLEminG, 


301. If you know the principles of prayer, 
and have a lively ſenſe of your neceſſities, 
and hearty deſire of Gop's grace and mercy, 


you will be able to pray without forms, and 
your affections will bring forth words out of 
the fulneſs of your heart; and you will not 


be over ſolicitous and timorous about words; 
for, doubtleſs, the Spirit, who is the help 


to us in ſpeaking to men, will alſo much 


more help us to ſpeak to Gop, if we deſire 
it: and Gop regards not eloquent words, 
nor artificial compoſure; neither need we 
regard it in private prayer. If you limit 
yourſelves to forms, you will thereby grow 
formal, and limit the Spirit. 1 Cor. i. 5. 
Mark xiii. 11. Luke Xii. 12. 
a Mr. MARSHITAL. 
302. The richeſt ſaint muſt be (and is) a 
humble beggar at grace's door all his days; 
and Chriſt is the Lord of the houſe, and the 
diſpenſer of the alms: and as the alms is too 
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good not to be patiently waited for, fo the 
Lord is too good and too great to be quar: 
relled with; and never did a believer get any 
good by complaining of Him. Complain to 
Him and pray and aſk largely, but ſtill with 
faith and patience. Knock at his door, but 


ſtay; and bleſs Him that ever He gave you 


any crumbs of his grace: mix your prayers 


for new wanted grace with praiſes for his old 


diſpenſed grace. Chriſt loveth you, and hath 
proved it. Believe it, and bleſs Him for it, 
and wait for his renewing his love to you; 


and in due time you will find that He will 


not only anſwer but out-do your deſires to 
Him, and all your expectations from Him, 
Gen. xlix, 18. F.. xxvi. 14. J. xl. zi. 
xlix.' 23. Mr. TRAII. 


303. Do not ſay you cannot pray becauſe 
you cannot ſpeak much, or well, or long. 
Praying is wreſtling with Gop; the heart is 
the wreſtler; holy faith is the ſtrength of it: 
if by means of this ſtrength thy heart be a 


good wreſtler, though cho art ever fo tongue- 


ticd, thou wilt be a prevailer. Rhetoric 


goes for litt.: in the heavenly court, but 


ſincere 


5 
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ſincere groans have a kind of omnipotency. 
Neb. ii. 4+ Ja. xxxviii. 14. 

Mr. Dax. Bux dEss. 


204. Prayer is chiefly a heart work: Gon 
heareth the heart without the mouth, but 


never heareth the mouth acceptably without 
the heart. Your prayer is odious hypocriſy, 
mocking Gop, and taking his name in vain, 


. when you utter petitions for the co ming of 
his kingdom and the doing his will, and yet 


hate godlineſs in your heart. This is lying 


unto Gop, and flattering Him with your 


lips; but no true prayer; and ſo Gop takes 


it. 1 Sam. i. 13. Eſ. xvii. 8. Ixxvili. 36. 
Mr. MaRSHAL. 


305. To pray in the name of Chriſt is to 
pray in the faith of his name: we may pray 


with the name of Chriſt in our mouths, and 


yet not pray in his name, unleſs we pray 


with the faith of Chriſt in our hearts. 


Matth. Xxi. 22. John XIV. 13. 
| "ANONYMOUS. 


306. ; Right believing is Werd praying: 8 


the knees, eyes, and tongue, bear the leaſt 
N ſhare 


— ents nw 


are * , 3 
+ * w 5 I * 2 4 - — — — 
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ſhare in prayer; the whole of the work lies 
upon the ſoul, and particularly upon faith 
in the ſoul, which is indeed the life and ſoul 


of prayer. Faith can pray without words; 
but the moſt elegant words, the phraſe of 


angels, is not worthy to be called prayer 
without faith. Zuke xi. 2. 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 
„„ Mr. Sw. 


307. Our prayers ſhould run parallel to 
promiſes; we ſhould aſk nothing of Gon 
but. what we have an intimation He will do 
for us: our needs and neceſſities would not 


be ſufficient arguments; but the principal 


argument is the word of Gop. Finding a 


promiſe in the word, faith fixes there, and 
preſſeth Gop from itz and a believer io pray- 


ing cannot be denied, unleſs Gop deny 
Himſelf, The word of Gop is Himſelf; it 
is his will: ſo the ſoul may go with a holy 


boldneſs unto God; for the thing that is 


promiſed is half done. Gop may keep us 


in ſuſpenſe a while; but he expects we ſhould 


- live upon the word, and hang on it till the 
time of the promiſe comes. All that faith 
labours for is to work the foul. to aflurance 

8 that 
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that Gop will deal with us according to 
his word. And if I can make it out that 
ſuch a promiſe belongs to me, I have enough 
to live on. Pſ. exix. 49, 58. . 

Mr. Tro. CoLE. 
5 308. When a man is aſſured Gop hath 
given him his Son, he will then eaſily be 


B induced to believe and expect, how ſhall He 


not with Him give me all things? If once 
he looks upon Gop as a Father, he will then 


* eaſily conceive what Chriſt ſays, If fathers 
| that are evil can give good things to their 
children, how much more ſhall your Father 


give his Spirit to them that aſk Him? And 
if He gave his Son when we did not pray to 


Him, how much more ſhall He with Him 
give us all things we pray for? Rom. viii. 
32. Luke xi. 13. 


30g Doſt thou pray with all thy might? 


| | then, though thy might be weak in itſelf, 


and in thine own apprehenſion ſuch, yet be- 
cauſe it is all the might thou haſt, and which 
grace hath in thee, it ſhall be accepted: for 


| Gop accepteth according to what a man 


74 
|} 
| || 
| 
| 
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hath, and not according to what a man hath 
not. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Dr. Goopwix. 


310. Our whole life ſhould ſpeak nothing 
but thankfulneſs; every condition and place 
we are in ſhould be a witneſs of our thank- 


fulneſs: this will make the times and places 


we live in the better for us. When we our- 


ſelves are monuments of Gop's mercy, it is 
fit we ſhould be patterns of his praiſes, and 


leave monuments to others. We ſhould 


think life is given us to do ſomething better 
than to live in: we live, not to live; our life 


is not the end of itſelf, but the praiſe of the 
Giver. Gop hath joined his glory and our 
happineſs together : it is fit that we ſhould 


refer all that is good to his glory, who hath 


joined his glory to our beſt good in being 
glorified in our ſalvation, P/. I. 14. cxvi. 17. 
Praiſe is a juſt and due tribute for all God's 
bleſſings; for what elſe do the beſt favours 
of God eſpecially call for at our hands! 
How do all creatures praiſe Gop but by our 


mouths? It is a debt always owing, and 
always paying; and the more we pay, the 


more we ſhall owe: upon the due diſcharge 
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of this debt, the ſoul will find much peace. 
A thankful heart to Gop for his bleſſings is 
the greateſt bleſſing of all. Were it not for 
a few gracious ſouls, what honour Hould 
Gop have of the reſt of the unthankful 
world ? which ſhould ſtir us up the more to 
be trumpets of Gop's praiſes in the midſt 


of his enemies ; becauſe this (in ſome fort) 
| hath a prerogative above our praiſing God in 


heaven; for there Gop hath no enemies to 
diſhonour him. P/. cxlv. 10, I1, 12. cxlviii. 


Kl. | | Dr „ $1Bs, 


311. Then doth a man eat and drink to 


the glory of Gon, when, confeſling that he 


is unworthy to enjoy this life and the com- 


forts of it, he praiſes the bounty of Gov 


which beſtows all things abundantly upon 
him; and principally admires the immenſe 


love of the Lox D Jeſus, who willingly ſuf- 


tained the want of all things delightful, and 


ſuffered Himſelf to have vinegar and gall 


given Him to drink, that it might be granted 


to thoſe that are his by the divine faveur to 


eat the fat and drink the ſweet: when alſo 


| he doth not ſo much delight in the creature 


M 3 and 
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and the pift as in the Creator and Giver, 


taſting with his utmoſt delight how ſweet the 
LoRDd is: when from his heart he reſolves 


to lay out that life which by theſe means is 
lengthened out, and all thoſe faculties which 


are ſo continually preſerved, in the ſervice _ 
of Gop who gave and preſerves them: laſt- 


ly, when, from the pleaſures of this natural 


life, he aſcends by meditation nigh unto. 
_ thoſe incredible delights of the future and 


heavenly life, and, taſting them in his 


thoughts by faith, with a grateful mind he 
_ ſings a ſong of love unto Gop: O LORD! 
if thou doſt ſuch great things for us in pri- 


ſon, what wilt Thou do in the palace 
Iſa. lv. 2. Heb, xii. 22. xiii. 14, 15. 
Mr. HERM. Wirts1vs. 


312. Learn to value ſpiritual bleſſings and 
temporal likewiſe, not by the things them- 
ſelves, but by the love of Gop from which 


they came. A ſmall bleſſing may be out of 


abundance of love: Gop may abound in love 


to thee in beſtowing it, when the bleſſing in 
the matter of it is but little. What is the 


reaſon that many good fouls, who have 
true grace wrought in their hearts, are ſo 


very 
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very unthankful? They look to the grace 
wrought in them, and fee there is but little 
ol that; and they value all by what they find 
in themſelves, by the bleſſing wrought; I find. 
but little in me, if any at all: and while 
they thus value the bleſüng by what they 
find in themſelves, they prove unthankful 
unto Gop. Whereas that little grace thou 
haſt, that little faith, be it but as a grain of 
muſtard- ſeed, it proceeds out of abundance 
of grace in Gon, Gop abounds infinitely 
in his love to thee, when thou haſt but the 
leaſt beginnings of grace in thee, as ſmall at 
fiuſt as Nicodemus had. Epb. i. 8. ii. 4. 
ili 11. Dr. Goohwix. 


313. Let all ſeen enjoyments lead you to 
the unſeen fountain from whence they flow. 
Never reſt upon any thing you have, without 
you ſee Gon in it; and then be ſure you reſt 
not upon the enjoyment, but upon that Gop 
who manifeſts himſelf by it; for the enjoy- 
ment will quickly be gone, but the fountain 
will remain. H. Ixiii. 3. Fer. xxxi. 3. 1/a. 
W Mr. HALVY BURTON, 


314. Where 


M 4 
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314. Where grace is, there will be no 
eminent mercy gotten with much ſtruggling, 
but there will be a particular thankful re. 
membrance of it a long while after with 
much enlargement; and as prayer abounded, 
ſo will thankſgiving abound alſo. Great 
bleſſings, that are won with prayer, are worn 
with thankfulneſs: ſuch a man will not aſk 
new, but he will withal give thanks for old. 
Thankfulneſs, of all duties, proceeds from 
pure grace. Prayer and thanks are like the 
double motion of the lungs: the air that is 
ſucked in by prayer is breathed forth again 
by thanks. Eph. v. 20. Heb. xiii. 15. P.. 
I. 14. Dr. Goon wix. 


315. It is good to ſee bleſſings as they 
iſſue from grace and mercy. It much com- 
mends any bleſſing to ſee the loye and favour 
of Goy in it, which is more to be valued 
than the bleſſing itſelf, Pſ. Ixiii. 3. 
5 „ e m 
316. No mercy hath been more endeared 
than what hath broken out of the thickeſt 
cloud, or more full and ſweet than what 
hath come after much patience and conti- 
293 Me 
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nued wreſtlings. Ja. xxxviii. 16, 20. 1 Sam. 


Sc, Mr. FLEmiNG. 
317. Faith's diſcovery of forgiveneſs in 
Go, though it have no preſent ſenſe of its 


own peculiar intereſt therein, is the great 
ſupportment of a ſin-perplexed ſoul. P/. 


cxxx. 4. | Dr. Owen. 


318. Gop by afflictions brings a kind of 


death unto the world, and the pleaſures of it, 


upon the deſires and affections of the ſoul, 
which renders them unſerviceable unto the 


remainder of defiling luſts and corruptions. 
This in ſome indeed endures but for a ſea- 


ſon, as when in ſiekneſs, wants, fears, diſ- 
trefles, loſſes, ſorrows; there is a great ap- 
pearance of mortification, when yet the 


ſtrength of ſin and the vigour of carnal af- 


fections do ſpeedily revive upon the leaſt ap- 


pearance of relief. But with believers it is 


not ſo; but by all their chaſtiſements they 
are really more and more delivered from the 
pollutions of fin, and made partakers of 
Gop's holineſs. Gop doth by them excite, 
ſtir up, and draw forth all the graces of the 
8 Spirit 
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Spirit into a conſtant, diligent, and vigorous 
exerciſe; and therein the work of cleanſing 
the ſoul from the pollution of ſin is carried 
on. A time of aMiction 1s the eſpecial ſea- 

ſon for the peculiar exerciie of all grace; 
for the ſoul can then no otherwiſe ſupport 
or relieve itſelf: for it is cut ſhort or taken 
off from all other comforts or reliefs, every 
ſweet thing being made bitter unto it. It 
muſt therefore live not only by faith and love 
and delight in Gop, but in ſome ſenſe upon 


them: for if in their exerciſe, ſupport and 
comfort be not obtained, we can have none, 
Therefore doth ſuch a ſoul find it neceſſary 


to be conſtantly abounding in the exerciſe 


of grace, that it may in any meaſure be able 


to ſupport itſelf under its troubles and 
ſufferings. 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. Jam. i. 2, 3. 
Iſa. xxvii. 9. Dr. Owen, 


319. O what rare mercics lye often hid 
under ſome dark and afflicting providences, 


even while they are at our hand, and are 


not ſeen, from the frowardneſs of an em- 
bittered ſpirit, that will not let its own eyes 
ſee the advantage of fuch a caſe; but, as if 


they 
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they did well to be angry againſt Gop, will 
| quarrel] more his crofling their humour than 
obſerve his tenderneſs for promoting their 
real good, and cry againſt Him becauſe He 
will not undo them! Gen. xlii. 36. xlv. 5, 
8. 8 Mr. FLEMING, 


320. It becomes a faint to believe the 
faithfulneſs of Gop to him, according to his 
covenant, under all afflictions and chaſtiſe- 
ments. Grace will act like itſelf at laſt; 
and they that truſt in the LorD ſhall never 
be aſhamed. Though Gop veil his grace, 
and give us mercies on the point of his ſword, 
yet, when we paſs through the fire and the 
water, He will be with us: but they need 
good eyes to ſee the love of Gop when they 
are compaſſed with fire and water; yet it is 
there: and a gracious ſoul hath ſome diſcern- 
ing of this promiſe in the midſt of them, 
You ſhall not periſh, becauſe I will be with 
you. So how boldly may a ſaint enter into 
theſe fires, and walk through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, and fear no evil! Gor 
cannot hide his face, his love, from ſuch a 
faith. A tried faith, that will not let Gop 

3 | 5 80. 


172 SELECT SENTPNCES FROM | 
go, nor entertain an unbelieving thought of 
Him, is a precious faith, Gop will certain- 
ly turn back on ſuch a ſoul, and manifeſt 
his love at laſt in a glorious manner. P.. 
xxiii. 4. xxvii. 1, 3. CXIX. 75. Iſa. xliii. 2. 
: Mr. Tho. Cort. 
321. Afflictions are very overwhelming 
ſometimes, and would indeed quite ſink us, 
if the word of Gop did not ſpeak comfort 
to us in and under them. It is a ſion of a 
ſpiritual frame, when, in the midſt of trou- 
bles and afflictions, we can find preſent de- 
light in the word of Gop: but when af- 
fictions come, and the word adminiſters no 
comfort, it is a ſign we are in a dead, un- 
| believing frame, and no way affected with 
the report the goſpel makes of future happi- 
neſs. Pf. cxix. 92. | TIpen. 


322. Sin hath a life, and that ſuch a life 
as whereby it not only lives, but rules and 
reigns in all who are not born of Gon. 
Buy the entrance of grace into the ſoul it 
loſeth its dominion, but not its being; its 
rule, but not its life, The utter ruin, de- 
ſtruction, and gradual annihilation of all the 
| fle- 
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remainders of this curſed life of fin is our de- 
ſign and aim in this duty, which is there- 
fore called mortification. The deſign of this 
duty, wherever it is in ſincerity, is to leave 
ſin neither operation, life, nor being. And 
this concerns us in all that we are and do: 
in our duties, in our callings, in our con- 
verſation with others, in our retirements, in 
the frames of our ſpirits, in our ſtraits, in 
our mercies, in the uſe of our enjoyments, 
in our temptations, If we are negligent 
unto any occaſion, we ſhall ſuffer by it. 
This is our enemy, and this is the war we 
are engaged in; every miſtake, every neglect, 
is perilous. Rom. viii. 613. Dr. Owen. 


323. Sorrow for fin and repentance are 
by no means to be looked on as ſeparate 
| from the blood and redemption of the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, but as flowing from it, and 
ordained by Gop in the hands of the Media- 
tor, who truly gives it, waſhes it in his own 
blood, and as the great High-prieſt offers it 
with the incenſe, ointment, and rich per- 
fumes of his own holineſs, righteouſneſs, 
and purity, He promotes, advances, and 


gives 
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gives grace, and is continually renewing it, 
Rev. viii. 3, 4. How adorable is that grace 
of Gop in Jeſus Chriſt, which hath not only 
given us the doctrine of repentance, but by 
his Spirit gives the very grace itſelf! He 
puts no truſt in our own powers of under- 
ſtanding, will, affections, natural conſcience, 
reaſon, or morality; but only in his own 
Spirit and grace in his Son. Nor doth He 
accept our repentance upon its worth, value, 
and perfection; but wraps it up in the rich 
robes of the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſo it is pleaſing in his fight. So 
he does not leſſen or derogate from the gra- 
ciouſneſs of his goſpel in impoſing ſuch a 
duty, but He magnifies it by giving ſo high 
and admirable a grace and divine power 
within us. P.. Ixxx. 3. Job xv. 15. Fer. 
xXXXI. 18, 19. Mr. THO. BEVERLV. 


324. Humility, how acceptable is it to 
Gov! how yielding to his command! Gop 
gives grace to it. Gop looks off from hea- 
ven and earth to look to that man who is of 
a contrite ſpirit, and trembles at his word. 
Ile that is the high and lofty One, who 
| dwells 
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dwells in the high and holy place, and in- 
_ habits eternity, will dwell alſo with the 
humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum- 
ble, Ia. lvii. 15. This ſorrow hides pride 
from man, and ſo fits it to all holy returns 
to Gop by repentance. It withdraws man 
from his purpoſe: it changes the purpoſe 
of man. That which was the full purpoſe 
of the heart before was to cleave to fin and 
the world; now the heart cleaves to Gon 
with its full purpoſe. This humble broken 
ſpirit is the ſacrifice of Go, the ſacrifice 
He will not deſpiſe, becauſe it is ready to 
yield up itſelf in all obedience to Him. But 
the ſorrow of the world, not eying Gop, 
nor having regard to Him, never changes 
the heart nor life into obedience unto Him, 
and ſo leaves a man in the ſame loſt undone 
ſtate, and ſo becomes deſperate forrow and 

anguiſh, as the ſcripture calls it, Ia. viii. 22. 
and may be moſt fitly deſcribed by Fer. vi. 28, 
209, 30. They are all grievous revolters; 

they are braſs and iron; they are all cor- 
rupters; the bellows are burnt, the lead is 
conſumed of the fire, the founder melteth 
in vain; for the evil of the heart is not pulled 
= away: 
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away: reprobate filver ſhall men call them, 
becauſe the Lord hath rejected them.“ 
When the Lorp therefore, as the great 
Founder, caſteth men as into the furnace of 
| forrow, and they are not purged from evil, 
the melting is in vain, and they are therefore 
rejected of Gop as reprobate ſilver. When 
ſorrow and affliction, which are as the chi- 
rurgery or blood-letting of the gracious hand 
of Gop, effect nothing of good, it is as the 
cotruption of the whole maſs of blood, and 
is certainly unto death. Ja. I. 11. Ixv. 14. 
Lam. iii. 65. Mr. BEVERLV. 


325. In true repentance the ſoul makes 
full and firm reſolutions of new obedience 
and amendment of life, and ſuch as are 
ready to iſſue out into action, and this thro” 

the grace, power, and aſſiſtance of the di- 
vine Spirit, Luke Xix. 8. Fob xxxiv. 31, 
OT Inn, 


326. No man can turn to Gop except 


he be firſt turned of Gop; and after he is f 


turned he repents: ſo Ephraim ſaith, After 
I was converted I repented, Jer. xxxi. 19. 
The 
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The truth is, A repentant ſinner firſt believes 
that Gop will do that which He promiſeth, 
namely, pardon his fins and take away his 


iniquity; then he reſteth on the hope of it, 


and from that and for it he leaves fin, and 


5 will forſake his old courſe, becauſe it is diſ- 


pleaſing unto Gop, and will do that which 
is pleaſing and acceptable to Him. So that 


firſt of all Gop's favour is apprehended, and 


remiſſion of ſins believed; then, upon that, 
cometh alteration of life and converſation. ; 
Luke xix. 8. Rom. Vi. 21. 


Mars. Mop. Dive. 


327. There is a moſt excellent ſ uitableneſs | 


and congruity betwixt repentance and re- 


miſſion of ſins, without prejudice to the free- 


dom of Gop's grace, ſince Gop gives re- 
pentance as well as requires it, and makes 
bis people what He would have them to be. 


Acts ili. 19. Exch. xvi. 60 to 63. xxxvi. 26. 
Mr. FLEMING. 


328. The principal and adoquats reaſon 


of all divine worſhip, and that which makes | 
it ſuch, is what Gop is in Himſelf, Be- 
_ cauſe He is, viz. an inhnitely glorious, | 


N 5 good, 
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good, wiſe, holy, powerful, PE POS fot... 


ſubſiſting, (clf-ſufficient, all- ſufficient Being, 


the Fountain, Cauſe, and Author of life and 


being to all things, and of all that is good 
in every kind, the Firſt Cauſe, Laſt End, 
and abſolutely ſovereign LoRp of all, the 
Reſt and all- ſatisfactory Reward of all other 
beings; therefore is He by us to be adored 
and worſhipped with divine and religious 


worſhip: hence are we in our hearts, minds, 


and ſouls, to admire, adore, and love Him; 
his praiſes are we to celebrate, Him to truſt 
and fear, and ſo to reſign ourſelves and all 
our concernments unto his will and diſpoſal; 


to regard Him with all the acts of our wills 


and perſons, anſwerably to the holy proper- 


ties of his nature. This it 1s to glorify Him 


Ge 7 exili. cxly. cxlvii. Rev. iv. II. 


v. 13. xv. 3, 4. Dr. OwEx. 


329. This ſcems to be little conſidered in 
ſuch enquiries ſome have about their inward 


ſlate, and whether they believe or not, how it 


is much greater to believe the truth in general 


than any perſonal application thereof can be 


in their case; for which the apoſtle clearly 
| reaſons 
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reaſons in Nom. viii. 32. He that ſpared not 
his own Son, how will He not with Him 
give us all things? For if we be aſſured of 


that in which the greateſt difficulty of faith 
lies, muſt it not by clear confequence follow, 


that what concerns our intereſt is but as 

ſtraining at a gnat, when ſuch a thing is 
once ſwallowed: and where a Chriſtian hath 
cot this length, to believe the teſtimony of 
GoD is ſuch whereon with greateſt ſecurity 
he can repoſe his ſoul, perſonal evidences 
cannot then ſtay behind, if there be a ſerious 
endeavour in their eſſays after holineſs. For 


: the greater wonder here is to believe the truth 


of the goſpel, that He is able to ſave to the 
utmoſt all who come unto Him, more than 
his ſaving me: and it may be too obvious, 
that the cake whence the laſt is obſtructed, 

ſo ſmall an cſtabliſhment in the firſt. 
1 Tim. i. 15. Ja. lili. 1. Pf. exvi. 10. John 
vi. 69. Mr. FLIMING. 


330. The going forth of the ſoul by faith 
unto Chr;ſt as the Anointed of the Lokp, 


| ſent and fealed by the Father to undertake 


the great work of man's redemption, is a 


N 2 8 ſure 
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ſure evidence of regeneration, atth. xvi. 


175. : Mr. Tho. CoLs, 


331. They are few who find it a great 
buſineſs to be eternally faved, and have their 
ſouls kept under ſuch a weight; to whom 
the thoughts of a heaven or hell are brough: 
near as undoubted realities, betwixt which 
there is no middle ſtate after death ; but 
know they mult be inhabitants of one or the 
other. For if ſuch a deep impreſſion as this 
were on men's ſouls, could they poſhbly be 
ſo unconcerned in their being ſure of the 
foundation whereon they have ſo great a 
venture. Such indeed are a rare fight in this 
age, whoſe working out their ſalvation is 
with fear and trembling. And moſt ſeem 
ſo far to be loſt in a throng of other things, 


that this greateſt queſtion which can occur ö 


in all their life [if they be born again] is laid 
aſide till they are ready to die. O! hath 
our light thus put us out of ſeriouſneſs, 
and giving all diligence, which is ſo indil- 
penſably required of thoſe who mind heaven? 
Will gifts and an high repute in the church, 
or a fair ſhew in the fleſh, be a ſure evidence 

X Do 1 
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to cauſe rejoicing when once it comes to die? 


This is a ſad ſubject; and I muſt ſay, if the 


characters of godlineſs the ſcripture hath 
laid down were ſeriouſly pondered, there 


never was an age wherein more profeſſors 
are like to come ſhort of heaven, and be 


found in a fundamental deluſion about their 


Mate, than this is. Eccl. xi. 3. Mark viii. 


36. Mr. FLEMING. 


332. There is a profeſſion of a ſpecial | 


kind, which in its own nature is expoſed to 


reproach in the world: they that will live 


godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution, 


2 Tim. iii. 12. There is a being in Chriſt 


by profeſſion, and not living godly; for there 
are branches in the Vine by profeſſion that 


bring forth no fruit; men that have a pro- 


feſſion whereby they do not trouble the world, 


and for which the world will not trouble 


them; that can go that length in compliance 
with the world and the ways of it, as that 
they ſhall not have one drop of the Spirit 
of the witneſs of Chriſt, which torments the 


men of the earth. But they that will live 
godly, that is, engage in a profeſſion that 
N 3 GOA ſhall 
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hall on all occaſions and in all inſtances 
manifeſt the power of it, they ſhall ſuffer - 
perſecution. We ſee many every day keep 
up a profeſſion, but ſuch a profeſſion as will 
not provoke the world. Now this is to be 
aſhamed of the goſpel, to be aſhamcd of the 
power and glory of it, to be aſhamed of the 
Author of it. No man can put Jeſus Chriſt 
to greater ſhame than by profeſſing the goſpel 
without ſhewing the power of it, Phil. iii. 
18. Rev. xi. 10. There can be no more 
vile and ſordid hypocriſy, than for any to 
pretend unto inward habitual ſanctification, 
while their lives are barren in the fruits of 
_ righteouſneſs and obedience. Titus i. 16. 
Matth. xxili. 14. | Dr. Owk x. 


333. Of all dangers in proſeſſion, let pro- 
feſſors take hecd of this, namely, of a cuſ- 
tomary, traditional, or doCtrinal owning 
ſuch truths as ought to have their accompliſh- 
ment in themſelves, while they have no ex- 
perience of the reality and efficacy of them. 
This is plainly to have a form of godlineſs, 
and to deny the power of it. And of this 
ſort of men do we often fee many turning 
| 5 LE atheiſts, 
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atheiſts, ſcofters, and open apoſtates. Hence 
it is that the knowledge and profeſſion of the 
truth with many is ſo fruitleſs, incſficacious, 
and uſeleſs. It is not known, it is not under- 
ſtood, nor belicved, in its relation unto Chriſt, 
on waich account alone it conveys either life 
or power unto the ſoul, Men profeſs they 
know the truth, but they know it not in its 
proper order, harmony, and ule: it leads 
them not unto Chriſt, it brings not Chriſt 
unto them, and fo is lifeleſs and uſeleſs. 
Hence often none are ure eſtrauged from 
the life of Gop than ſuch who have much 


notional knowledge of the doctrines of the 
ſcripture: for they are all of them uſeleſs, 
and ſubject to be abuſed, if they are not 
improved to form Chriit in the ſoul, and 
transform the whole perſon into bis like- 
neis and image. This they will not etect, 
where their relation unto Him is not under- 
ſtood; where they are not received and 
learned as a revelation of Him, with the 
myſtery of the wiſdom and will of God in 
Him. For whereas He is our life, and in 
our living unto GoD ve do not fo much live 
as He liveth in us, and the life we lead in 


N 4 . the 
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the fleſh is by the faith of Him; ſo that we 
have neither principle nor power of ſpiritual 
life, but in, by, and from Him ; whatever 
knowledge we have of the truth, if it do not 
effect an union between Him and our fouls, 
It will be lifeleſs in us, and unprofitable to 
us. It is learning the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
which alone reneweth the image of Gop in 
us, Eph. iv. 21, 22, 23, 24. Where it is 
otherwiſe, where men have notions of evan- 
gelical truths, but know not Chriſt in them, 
whatever they profeſs, when they come real- 
ly to examine themſelves, they will find them 
of no uſe unto them, but that all things be- 
tween Gop and their ſouls are ſtated on na- 
tural light and common preſumptions. As 
viii. 21. Tit. i. 16. Dr. OwEN. 


334. Acts flowing from a living principle 
within do carry their own evidence along 
with them, giving a pleaſing ſenſation of 
their truth and reality, as the genuine off- 
ſpring of the heart, which nothing that is 
forced or counterfeit can do. Rom. viii. 16. 


2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Mr. TO. Coin, 


335. To 
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335. To believe in Chriſt for redemption, 
for juſtification, for ſanCtification, is but one 
half of the duty of faith. It reſpects Chriſt 
only as He died and ſuffered for us, as He 
made atonement for our fins, peace with 
Gop and reconciliation for us, as his right- 
couſneſs is imputed to us unto juſtification. 
Unto theſe ends He is indeed firſtly and 
principally propoſed unto us in the goſpel ; 
and with reſpect unto them we are exhorted 
to receive Him and to believe in Him. But 
this is not all that is required of us. Chriſt 
in the goſpel is propoſed unto us as our pat- 
tern and example of holineſs. And as it is 
a curſed imagination that this was the whole 
end of his life and death, namely, to exem- 
plify and confirm the doctrine of holineſs 
which He preached ; ſo to neglect his being 
our example, in conſidering Him by faith 
unto that end, and labouring after conform- 
ity to Him, is evil and pernicious. Where— 
fore let us be much in contemplation of what 
He was, what He did, how in all inſtances 
of duties and trials He carried himſelf, until 
an image or idea of his perfect holineſs 1s 
implanted in our minds, and we are made 
| like 
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like unto Him thereby. 1 Pet. it. 21. 1 Poly: 
iv. 11. Heb. xii. 3. fobn xlii. 14. 

Dr. OwWX. 


335. Believers are righteous men; and it 
is their juſtice to be glad, and triumph in 
their victory over death, Juſtice withholds 
not what is due, when it is in the power of 
its hand to pay; to repay vengeance to evil- 
doers, and praiſe to them that do well, 
Death and its accomplices, the law, fin, 

Satan, and hell, are enemies that have tra- 
gically uſed believers, made them to bear 
Go knows what, ſhamed them, and tempt- 
cd them to curſe the day of their birtn, held 
them ſubject to bondage through ſear all the 
time they lay under their power. An holy 
revenge is now owing to fin and to Satan; 
and now that through Chriſt they are taken 
out of thoſe cruel hands, they are able to pay 
it; able to expoſe them and to put them to 
open ſhame; to ſnew abroad how they them- 
ſelves have been uſed by one mightier than 
they; how the law, as damning, is abo- 
lifted; fin is condemned, Satan's head is 
bruiſed, death is plagued, the grave is de- 
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ſtroycd, and hell hath its mouth ſtopped. 
Hef. xiii. 14. Rom. vi. 6. vii. 4, 24, 25. 
viii. 3. 1 Cin. XV. 54, 57. 

Mr. Dan, BURGEss. 
337. I hat ſubmiſſion to the ſovereign will 
and pleaſure of Gop, in the diſpoſal of all 


our concerns in this world, is an excellent 


fruit of faith, an eminent part of holineſs, 
or duty of obedience, is acknowledged. 
And he that cannot live in an actual reſiana- 
Dees 4 i Fo © f 
tion of himſelf and all his concerns unto the 
ſovereign pleaſure of Gop, can neither glo- 
rify Him in any thing, nor have one hour's 
ſolid peace in his own mind. This the un- 


certainty of all things here below calls ſor. 


None knows how ſoon it may be his portion 
to be brought into the utmoſt extremity of 
earthly calamities. There is none fo old, 


none ſo young, none ſo wiſe, none fo rich, 


as thence to expect relief from ſuch things. 
Where then ſhall we caſt anchor in this con- 
dition? whither ſhall we betake ourſelves for 
quiet and repoſe? It is no where to be ob- 
tained but in a reſignation of ourſelves and 
all our concernments into the ſovereign plea- 


ſure of God, And what greater n motive can 


we 
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we have hereunto than this? The firſt act 
of divine ſovereign plcaſure concerning us 
was the chuſing us from all eternity unto 
holineſs and happineſs. This was done when 
we were not, when we had no contrivances 
of our own: and ſhall we not now put all 
our temporary concerns into the ſame hand! 
Can the ſame fountain ſend forth ſweet water 
and bitter? Can the ſame ſovereign pleaſure 
of Gop be the free only cauſe of all our 
blefledneſs, and can it do that which is 
really evil unto us? Our ſouls, our perſons, 
were ſecure and bleſſedly provided for, as to 
grace and glory, in the ſovercign will of Gop. 
And what a prodigious impiety is it, not to 
truſt all other things in the ſame hand, to be 
diſpoſed of freely and abſolutely! If we will 
not forego our intereſt in mere, abſolute, 
free, ſovereign grace for ten thouſand worlds, 
as no believer will; how ready ſhould we be 
to reſign up thereunto that little portion 
which we have in this world among periſh- 
ing things! 70 i. 21. Pf. xXXXVII. 3, 4s 5 
Rom, viii. 32. 0 Dr. OWEN. 


338. It is now many years fince the apo- 
fate angels made a queſtion whether their 
will - 
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will or the will of their Creator ſhould be 


done: and ſince that time froward man hath 
always in that ſame ſuit compeercd to plead 
with them again{t Gop in daily repining 


againſt his will. But the Lokp, being both 
Party and Judge, hath obtained a decree, 
and faith, J. xlvi. 10. My counſel ſhall 
ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure. It is 
then beſt for us, in the obedicnce of faith 


and in an holy ſubmiſſion, to give that to 


Gop which the law of his almighty and juſt 


power will have of us. Pſ. xxxiti. 11. Rom. 
ix: 20, Mr. RuTrutRFookD. 


339. What doth the frequent diſcourage- 


ment and uncomfortable walk of the people of 


Gop ſpeak forth? Doth it not witneſs how 


little they are in earneſt withthis great truthof 


the ſcripture's accompliſhment, or their little 


eſtabliſhment therein? What meaneth theſe 
diſtruſtful fears and perplexed complaints, if 


their eyes be but opened to know they have 
ſuch a well as the promiſe of Gop at their 


hand? How is it that the ſmalleſt ſtraits | 


are ſo puzzling and ready to outwit them, 


that they ſo uſually ſtumble at the croſs? 
. and 
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and as things from without do appear, the 


encouragement made to ebb and flow? Is 


not here the cauſe, that they ſtagger at the 


promiſe, while probabilities in ſome viſible 
way do not go along for its performance ? 
It is truly eaſy to neve ſome ſweet notions 
of faith at a diſtance; but when the trial 
comes near, upon ſuch a cloſe approach, 
that there is no other way than to put the 
whole ſtreſs of their particular intereſt on 
the word, and on that alone, many are then 
at a ſtand, becauſc they are not thoroughly 


aſtured, that, though the earth ſhould be 
overturned, there is an abſolute neceſſity for 
the promiſe of GoD to take place. H. xlvi. 


2, 3. Iſa. liv. 10, IT. Iv. 11. 
Mr. FLEMING. 


340. The fulfilling that promiſe for di- 


rection which Gop hath given his people 
in the word, That He will guide them with 


his counſel, will order and direct their ſteps 
who do commit their way to Him, and teach 


them the way they ſhall chuſe, hath been 


ſo manifcit to thoſe who have ever made cal 
neſt of acknowledging Gop in their ways, 


and. 
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and committing the conduct thereof to Him; 


that I ſhall but atteſt their experience, if 


they have not this teitimony to give, That 
to truſt Cop with their caſe, and give Him 
the guiding of their way, hath taken them 
much more eaſily through a plunging caſe 
than over-caring anxicty: yea, the Lord's 
directing their ſteps, and making things ſuc- 
ceſsful when they have committed the fame 
to Him, hath been oſten as ſenſible to them 
as their ſtrait and difficulty was, 2 Chron. xx. 
125 24. Their expetience can alfo witneſs 


MID - 


how over-caring anxiety hath often cauſed 
things to thrive worſe under their care; 
while they never found a more ſatisfying iſſue 
in a particular than by a quiet, ſubmiſſive 
dependance upon the LoRD for the ſame, 
Prov. Xx ix. 25. Fſ. xxv. g, 14. XXXIV. 22. 


XXXV11, 5. Ixxiii. 24. Ip EM. 


341. He that looks not for much from the 
creature can never be much deceived. He 


that looks for much from Gop ſhall be ſure 


to have his deſire anſwered and ſetisned ; he 
ſhall never fall ſhort of his expectation. 
1 i. 24. 1 Cor, vii. 29, 30, 31. Eſtexxv. 

. XVI, 5 7. Dr. PRESTON. 


342. Since 


. 
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342. Since it is ſure and undeniable that 
this earth doth hang in an empty place, 
though men ſee not whereon it leans and 
reſts, O what a ſtrange thing is it! could 
the air bear up ſo vaſt and ponderous a body ? 
But herein- is a marvellous divine power 
convincingly witneſſed, which hath ſo eſta- 
bliſhed it, that it cannot be moved. Now 
is it not this very word that bears up ſuch a 
weight? And thence with as clear ground 
we may reaſon for adventuring the church, 
with its weight, and every Chriſtian's bur- 
den, whatever it may be, on the promiſe of 
this Gop, on whoſe word the great bulk 
of the earth doth this day lean ? I muſt ſay, 
no mathematical demonſtration does follow 
dy a clearer evidence, than this conſequence 
from ſuch premiſes is undeniable. Iſa. xlviit. 
13. Jeb xxvi. 7. 1 Pei. v. 7. 
| Mr. FLEMIxC. 


343. How few, among the throng of pro- 
feſſed proteſtants, know what it is to have 
the Bible for the ſecurity of the proteſtant 
intereſt, and thus quiet their ſouls, though 
all the foundations ſeem to ſhake, becauſe 

they 
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they know the cauſe is certainly Gop's, 
and He is faithful who hath promiſed. Iſa. 
li. 7, 8, &c. hiv. 17. IpEM. 


344. Whatever notional knowledge men 
may have of divine truths, as they are doc- 
trinally propoſed in the ſcripture, yet, if 
they know them not in their reſpect unto 

| the perſon of Chriſt, as the foundation cf the 


| KF counſels of Gon; if they diſcern not how 

they proceed from Him and center in Him, 
they will bring no ſaving, ſpiritual light un- 

| BH to their underſtandings. For all ſpiritual life 

and light is in Him and from Him alone. 

„ John i. 4, 8, 12. ix. 5. Dr. Owen. 

7 | 

- 345. The difference between believers and 


_ unbelievers, as to knowledge, is not ſo much 
in the matter of their knowledge as in the 
manner of knowing. Unbelievers, ſome of 
them, may know more and be able to ſay 


more of Gop, his perfections and will, than 

e many believers; but they know nothing as 

t BF they ought, nothing in a right manner, non 
h K thing ſpiritually and favingly, nothing with | 

e 23 holy, heavenly light. The excellency of 
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2 believer is not that he hath large appre- 


henſions of things, but that what he doth 
apprehend (which may perhaps be very little) 


he ſees it in the light of the Spirit of Gop, 


in a ſaving, ſoul-transforming light. And 
this is that which gives us communion with 
Gop, and not prying thoughts, or curious 


raiſed notions. P/. ix. 10. Dr. Owex. 


346, No man can ſet his affections on 
things here below who hath any regard to 


the pattern of Chriſt, or is in any meaſure 


influenced with the power and efficacy of his 


_ croſs. My love is crucified, ſaid an holy 
martyr of old. He whom his ſoul loved 


Was lo, and in Him his love to all things 
here below. Do you therefore find your af- 


fections ready to be engaged unto or too 


much entangled with the things of this 
world ; are your defires of increaſing them, 
your hopes of keeping them, your fears of 
loſing them, your love unto them, your de- 
light in them, operative in your minds, poſ- 
ſeſſing your thoughts, and influencing your 


converſation? Turn aſide a little, and by 
faith contemplate the life and death of the 
| Son 
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gon of Gor: a bleſſed glaſs will it be, 


where you may ſee what contemptible things 
they are which you perplex yourſelves about. 

O that any of us ſhould love or eſteem the 
things of this world, the power, riches, 
goods or reputation of it, who have had a 
ſpiritual view of them in the croſs of Chriſt ! 
Gal. v. 24. vi. 14. Col. ili. 1, Ip. 


347. Outward things did never yield 
leſs than when we preſs them moſt; and 
when we are eager in the purſuit of the 


world, and ſatisfaction there, our ſpirits are 
hurried with many perturbations: ſo that we 


muſt ſay, That which keepeth from enjoy- 
ing Gop doth alſo kinder the comfortable 
enjoyment of ourſelves. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10, 


11. Mr. FLEMIN O. 


348. It is a thing to be lamented, that a 


Chriſtian, born for heaven, having the prize 


of his high calling ſet before him, and mat- 
ters of that weight and excellency to exerciſe 
his heart upon, ſhould be taken up with tri- 
fles, and fill both his head and heart with 
vanity and nothing, as all carthly things will 

.Q-2 prove 
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prove ere long. Yet, if many men's thoughts 
and diſcourſes were diſtilled, they are ſo frothy, 
that they would hardly yield one drop of true 
comfort. IJſa. lv. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 18. Col. iii. 
15 25 3. , 


349. The more we caſt the thoughts and 
love of the world out of our hearts, the fairer 
we lie for communications of light and 
knowledge from heaven, which Gop has 
promiſed to ſtrangers upon the earth; but, 
if a man will be always muddling in the 
world, it is juſt with Gop to hide his com- 
mandments from him. A ſaint never car- 
ries it more like a ſaint than when he car- 
rieth it moſt like a ſtranger in this world, 

PF. exix. 19. Heb. xi. 13. 
Mr. Tao. Col x. 


"R040. As Abraham dealt by his concubine's 
children, ſo doth Gop by the Iſhmaels of the 
world ; He gives them portions and ſends 
them away; but the inheritance He reſerves 
for his Iſaacs: to them He gives all that He 
hath, yea, even Himſelf: and what can we 
have more? Gen. xv. 1. Eſ. xvi. 5. 1 Cr. 
li. 22 23. Mr. ELISsHA COLE. 

351, Here- 
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. Hereby many deceive their own ſouls ; 
goods, lands, poſſeſſions, relations, trades, 


with ſecular intereſt in them, are the things 


whoſe image is drawn on their minds, and 
whoſe characters are written on their fore- 
heads as the titles whereby they may be 
known. As believers, beholding the glory 
of Chriſt in the bleſſed image of the goſpel, 


are changed into the ſame image and likeneſs 
by the Spirit of the Lord; ſo theſe perſons, 
beholding the beauty of the world and the 


things that are in it in the curſed glaſs of 


ſelf-love, are in their minds changed ieee 


the ſame image. Hence perplexing fears, 
vain hopes, empty embraces of things periſh- 
ing, fruitleſs deſires, earthly, carnal deſigns, 
curſed ſelf-pleaſing imaginations, feeding on 
and being fed by the love of the world and 


ſelf do abide and prevail in them. Eph. iv. 


17, 18, 19, 20. Rom. viii. 6. But we have 


not ſo learned Chriſt, Dr. Owen. 


352. Unleſs we can arrive unto a fixed 


judgment that all things here below are 
tranſitory and periſhing, reaching only to 
the outward man, the body; that the beſt 


O3 of 
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of them have nothing that is truly ſubitantial 
or abiding in them; that there are other 
things, wherein we have an aſſured intereſt, 
that are incomparably better than they and 
above them; it is impoſſible but we muſt 
ſpend our lives in fears, ſorrows, and diſ- 
trations. 2 Cor. iv. 18. Col. iii. 1, 2, 5. 
| > Owen. 
353. Let a man but deal plainly with his 
own heart, and he ſhall find that, notwith- 
ſtanding he hath many things, yet there is 
ever one thing wanting; for indeed man's 
ſoul cannot be ſatisfied with any creature, 
no, nor with a world of creatures. And 
the reaſon is, becauſe the deſires of man's 
ſoul are infinite, according to that infinite 
goodneſs it once loft in loſing Gop; yea, 
man's ſoul is a ſpirit, and therefore cannot 
| communicate with any corporal thing; fo 
that all creatures not being that infinite ful- 
neſs which our ſouls have loſt, and towards 
which they do ſtill re-aſpire, they cannot give 
it full contentment, Eccl. i. 7, 8. P/. Ixxiii. 


. MakR. Mop. Day. 
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354. All that Gop hath, both Himſelf 
and the creatures, He is dealing and parting 
among the ſons of Adam: there are none 
ſo poor, as that they can ſay in his face, He 
hath given them nothing : but there is no 
imall odds betwixt the gitts given to lawful 
bairns and to baſtards. F/. cxlv. 15, 16. 
” exIvi. , 9-- - Mr. RUTHERFo00RD. 
355. Fie, fie upon this condemned and 
fooliſh world, that will give ſo little for 
Chriſt and ſalvation. O if there were but a 
free market proclaimed of Chriſt and falva- 
tion in that day when the trumpet of Gop 
| ſhall awaken the dead, how many buyers 
would be there! Gop ſend me no more 
happineſs but that which the blind world 
(to their eternal woe) letteth flip through 
their fingers! Prov. i. 24 to 31. IDEM. 


356. Faith makes the believer inherit ſub- 
ſtance, and look to things that are real; 
while the reſt of the unbelieving world 
weary themſelves in chaſing ſhadows, and 
feed their deluded eyes with the fight of vain 
imaginations, The more the believer looks 

pw 05 | _— 
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at things that are not ſeen, the more reality 

doth he obſerve and find in them: whereas 
the more he looks at things that are ſeen, 
the more vanity and emptyneſs he finds in 
them. He looks to things ſeen, and they 
mock him ; he looks upon them, and they 
are not; a ſerious look at them looks them 
into nothing: but things not ſeen have in 
them ſubſtance, reality, and ſolidity, which 
he with delight beholds. He looks upon 
things ſeen, and ſees them refuſe, loſs, and 
dung: but he ſecs things that are not ſeen 
to be ſo excellent, that even thoſe things 
which ſeem to have ſome glory have yet no 
glory, by reaſon of this glory which doth 
excel. He looks at things that are ſeen, 
and ſees them like a vapour or airy meteor, 
in a continual motion while they are, and 
in a little time they quite evaniſh: but things 
not ſeen, he perceives fixed, unchangeable, 
and that for ever, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Faith has a 
back look, as well as a fore look; it not only 
ſees thoſe things that are to come in God's 
revelation of them, but it alſo in like man- 
ner ſees thoſe things which have been of old, 
even from everlaſting. And indeed a hum- 
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bled believer could not believe the reality 
of any favour tendred unto a vile ſinner 
(ſuch as he knows himſelf to be) by the holy 
Gop, unleſs he ſaw it flowing from ſove- 
reign grace as the fountain; he could not 
believe any thing uſeful unto himſelf in his 
preſent condition, if it were not the product 
of wonderfully free love, that obſerves not 
the deſert but the need of thoſe upon whom 
it beſtows its favours. Again, he could not 
be perſuaded to believe that he ſhall have 
any unchangeable mercy, while he himſelf 


changes ſo often, and very often to the worſe, 


_ unleſs he ſaw them the product of the free, 
ſovereign, and eternal love of Him who is 
Gop, and changes not: and this indeed is 
the true reaſon why the ſons of Jacob arc 
not conſumed. Here is one ſwcet glaſs, 
wherein the believer has indeed a ſatisfying 
diſcovery of the ſolidity, excellency, and 
eternal unchangeableneſs of thoſe things that 
are not ſeen, Jer. xxxi. 3. Faith looks at 
things unſeen in their procuring cauſe, the 
death of the eternal Son of Gop, who nei- 
ther by the blood of goats or calves, but by 
his own blood, entred once into the holy 
3 BE, place, 
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place, having obtained eternal redemption. 
Here the believer, which hath faith's eyes, 


ſees the reality of things; for ſurely the blood 


of GoD was not ſhed for nothing: nay, 
here it ſees their glory and excellency. A 


wiſe merchant will not give pearls for trifles; 


far leſs the only wiſe Gop this precious blood 
for things of no or ſmall value. Here, if any 


where, the believer may fee them, beyond 


all rational contradiction, real, great, dura- 
ble, and eternal, Rm. ix. 15. Ezch, xvi. 


5, 6. Faith ſees and is ſatisfied about things 


not ſeen, by the view it gets of them, their 


reality, and their glory, in that well- ordered 


covenant which is the means of their convey- 
ance. * Iv. 3 2 Sam. xxiii. 5 


Mr. H- ALYBURTON, 


357. Every man blameth the devil for his 


fins ; but the great devil, the houſe-devil of 


every man, that eateth and lyeth in every 
man's boſom, that idol that killeth all, is 
himſelf. O bleſſed are they that can deny 
themſelves, and put Chriſt in the room of 
themſelves! O would to the Loxp I had 


not a myſelf, but Chriſt; not a my luſt, but 


Chriſt; 
5 


( 
x 
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Chriſt; not a my eaſe, but Chriſt; not a 
my honour, but Chriſt! O ſweet word! 
Gal. ii, 20. I live no more, but Chriſt liveth 
in me! O if every one would put away 
himſelf, his own ſelf, his own eaſe, his own 
pleaſure, his own credit, and his own twenty 
things, his own hundred things, that he ſet- 
teth up as idols above Chrifttl Phi. iii. 7, 
8, 9, 10. 2 Cor. iv. 10. | ; 
= Mr. RUTHERFOORD. 

358. Sceing men cannot get the doctrine 
of Gop's juſtice blotted out of the Bible, 
yet it is ſuch an eye-lore to them that they 
ſtrive to blot it out of their minds; and they 
ruin themſelves by preſuming on his mercy, 
while they are not careful to get a righteouſ- 
neſs wherein they may ſtand before his juſt- 
ice; but ſay in their hearts, The Loxp 
will not do good, neither will He do evil. 
Zeph. i. 12. Mr. Bos rox. 
359. No man, without the light of ſaving 
faith, can conſtantly and univerſally approve 
of the revelation of the will of Gop, as un- 
to our holineſs and obedience, Dr. Owe. 


300. When 
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360. When men live to themſelves, and 
are ſatisfied that they do no hurt, though 
they do no good, are ſecure, ſelfiſn, wrath- 
ful, angry, peeviſh, or have their kindneſs 
confined to their relations, or otherwiſe are 
but little uſeful but in what they are preſt 
unto, and therein come off with difficulty 
in their own minds; who eſteem all loit that 
is done for others, and the greateſt part of 
wiſdom to be cautious, and diſbelieve the 
neceſſities of men; that make ſelf and its 
concernments the end of their lives; what- 
ever otherwiſe their profeſſion may be, or 
their diligence in religious duties, they do 
very little cither repreſent or glorify Gop in 
the world. Matth. v. 16. John xiii. 35. 
Jam. iii. 17. Dr. Owen, | 


361. In nothing more are men ſubject to 
miſtakes than in the application of things to 
themſelves, and a judgment of their intereſt 
in them. Fear, ſelf-love, with the preva- 
lency of temptations and corruptions, do all 
engage their powers to darken the light of 
the mind, and to pervert its judgment. In 
no caſe doth the deceitfulneſs of the heart or 

| | of 
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of ſin more act itſelf. Hence multitudes ſay 
peace to themſelves, to whom Gon doth not 
ſay peace; and ſome who are children of light 
do yet walk in darkneſs. Prov. xiii. 7. 
Iſa. iii. 10. xlvili. 22. Ip EM. 
362. Mercy in Gop is drawn out by his 
will; he pardoneth whom He will: I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy. 
TI he compaſſion itſelf doth not work neceſ- 
ſarily in God, but it depends on an act of 
bis will. If Gop had been merciful to no 

| ſinner, but had damned all men and angels 
that had ſinned, yet He had been as merci- 
ful in his nature as now He is. So that our 
ſalvation muſt be reſolved into ſome other 
principle than ſimply his being merciful. 
For had He not ſet his heart to love, had 
not his will been ſet upon it, not a man 
that ſinned had ever had a drop of mercy. 
from Him, though He is thus full and thus 
rich in mercy. $0 that, though Gop is 
rich in mercy, yet there muſt be love as the 
foundation. That which moved Him to be 
merciful to any, it was his love pitched 


upon them, and then, ſceing them in miſery, 


love 
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love flirs up mercy. His love had firſt Gi 
gled out certain perſons whom He meant to 
ſhew mercy to, and love did guide the chan- 
nel which way mercy ſhould run. And 
therefore you ſhall find in ſcripture that 
election obtains it. Jacob have I loved. 
And that is the reaſon why He ſhews mercy 
to any, that the purpoſe of Gop according 
to election might ſtand. Then let the love 
of Gop be the greateſt thing in your hearts, 
the neareſt thing to your ſouls of all elſe. 
Of all things in Gon, value his love, and 
| ſeek after that. God's love is the greateſt 


thing of all: it is more than all his benefits. 


The love of God is more than all his gifts; 
and yet He hath given great things to us, 


and done great things for us. His love is 


the ſirſt gift, in the gift of which all things 


elſe are yours. The gift of his Son, it was 
a great gift to us; but it was founded in his 
love: He fo loved the world, that He gave his 
only begotten Son, John iii. 16, Though 


we, being finners, need mercy; that is the 


next thing we want; O mercy ! mercy! be- | 


cauſe we apprehend ourſelves to be in miſery: 
but do you look be ond mercy; look to love, 


w. hich 
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which is a greater thing to you than mercy. 
The reaſon why mercy ran into your hearts, 
and waſhed you with the blood of Chriſt, is 
becauſe love guided the channel. To ſeek 
after mercy, this ſelf-love and the miſery 
thou art in will make thee do. O but there is 
ſomething elſe, ſaith a good ſoul; it is the 
love of Gop and the favour of God that I 
would ſce; and it is not ſelf-love will cver 
carry a man on to ſeek after that. And what 
is the reaſon that this chiefly is the purſuit 
_ of a ſoul ſpiritualized? One, among others, 

is this, becauſe grace is always the image of 
Gov's heart. Now this being the chict thing 
in Gop's heart, and the firit and the higheſt 
thing, hence therefore the ſoul ſecks that 


| ultimately and chiefly. John iii. 16. Pf. 


IXxviii. 68. Mal. \ I. 2; 3. Gal. ii. 20. 
Dr. Goopwin. 


BY, The fcſh and Chriſt offer for the 
will, who ſhall carry it. Pleaſurcs, profits, 
' riches, honours, are the great things, with 
liberty and eaſe from trouble, which fleſh 
doth offer for the will. Yea, ſaith Chriſt, 
but who ſhall ſave thee from that wrath that 

18 
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15 coming on thee, and which now thou art 
ſenſible will befal thee, for being a ſlave to 


thy luſts, to the fleſh, to the creatures ſo 


long? that wrath being infinitely more evil, 
than is that good which fleſh offers thee. 
J offer thee deliverance from wrath to come. 


This is fair bidding for the will, that lyeth 


under fears of that wrath, if Gop cut aſunder 


the thread of life. But if this be only pri- 


vative, and you muſt have poſitive good to 

fill your hungry appetite; let fleſh offer: 
| fleſh offers fair promiſes, and what it doth is 
more by promiſes than performances. Chriſt, 
who is the yea and amen of ail promiſes, 
He offers excecding great and precious pro- 
miſes, and will perform all to a word, as He 
did to Iſrael, Poſh. xxiii. 14. Fleſh offers 
pleaſures: Chriſt offers redemption from fleſh- 


ly pleaſures; thy ſoul ſhall not any more be a 
ſlave to*them; I will make thee free indeed; 
thou ſhalt feel what a pleaſure it will be to 


have theſe chains taken off, and to be above 


thy luſts; thou ſhalt drink of the river of my 
pleaſures, even the pleaſures of my love and 


grace; ſtay but a-while with patience, and 


- pleaſures for evermore. Fleſh bids eaſe and | 
liberty 
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liberty from trouble: Chriſt bids peace in 
conſcience, peace in heaven, pardon in bo- 
ſom, John xiv. 27. Fleſh bids riches: Chriſt 
bids unſearchable riches. Fleſh bids the love 
and favour of great perſons: Chriſt bids the 
love of the Father and his love; and, to beat 
fleſh quite out, ſaith Gop, I give thee my 
Self, I give thee my Chriſt : whatever fleſh 
bids is but temporary; what I bid is eternal. 
The ſou], being under the work of the Spi- 
rit, is enlightened to ſee and underſtand. 
theſe things, and the glory and the good of 
them; and thus the Loxp carries away the 
will in triumph; he hath outbid the fleſh, 
The bleſſed angels rejoice at this work; there 
1s joy in the preſence of the angels of Go 
over one ſinner that repenteth. But what 
haſt Thou gotten, ſweet Saviour, that Thou 
art ſo pleaſed in thy victory? What! I 
have gotten thy will. A huge booty, Lokp, 
not worth the taking up, nor worth one 
thouſandth part of what Thou haſt offered 
to win it; Thou haſt but pulled trouble up- 
on thy Self in getting it: now Thou haſt a 


\ 


ſinful, wretched, guilty, peeviſh, troward, 
— polluted 
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polluted wretch to pardon, to cleanſe, and 
to take care of; one that will try thy pa- 
tience: ſmall reaſon that Thou ſhouldſt tri- 
umph in thy winnings. Well, be it ſo, yet 
my Father hath the glory of his mercy and 
grace; I have the glory of my love and re- 
demption, I ſee of the travel of my ſoul and 
am ſatisfied, Iſa. liii. 11. To eternity then 
let thy Father's grace and mercy be adored, 
thy love and redemption be admired. Luke 
Xv. IO, Mr. Firmin. 


364. Theſe are the tremendous myſteries 

of our religion, which was kept ſecret ſince 
the world began, but now is made manifeſt, 
and by the ſcriptures of the prophets, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the ever- 


55 laſting GopD, made known to all nations for 


the obedience of faith, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
From hence the divinity of Chriſtianity open- 
ly appears. What wiſdom of men or angels 
could have been able to conceive of ſuch 
hidden, ſuch ſublime things, and at ſo great 
a diſtance from the underſtanding of all crea- 


tures! What adorable wiſdom of Gon, 


what righteouſneſs, holineſs, truth, good- 
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neſs, and love of mankind, doth here open 
itſelf, in finding out, in giving, in perfect- 
ing, this means of our ſalvation! How 5 

pleaſingly doth conſcience, preſſed with the 
burden of its ſins, acquieſce in ſuch a Sure- 
ty, in ſuch an engagement! Here at length 
obſerving a manner of our reconciliation 
worthy of Gop and ſecure to man! Who, 
cContemplating theſe things in the light of the 
Holy Spirit, would not burſt forth into the 
praiſe of that moſt holy, moſt juſt, moſt true, 
beſt and greateſt Deity! O the depth of the 

_ riches of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
Gor! O myſteries which the angels deſire 
to look into! Glory to the Father, who 
hath raiſed up, admitted, and given to us 
ſuch a Surety! Glory to the Son, who, 
clothing Himſelf with our fleſh, hath ſo. 
_ willingly, ſo patiently, ſo conſtantly, gone | 
through ſuch an engagement for us! Glory 
to the Holy Spirit, the revealer, witneſs, 
and pledge of ſo great happineſs to us! All 
| hail! O Chriſt Jeſus, thou true and eternal 
Gop, true and holy man, both at once; 


| the properties of both natures preſerved in 


8 the 
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the unity of thy perſon! Thee we acknow- 


ledge, Thee we worſhip, to Thee we be 


take ourſelves, at thy feet we throw our- 


ſelves, from thy hand alone we expect ſal- 
vation: Thou the only Saviour, we would 


be thy peculiar ones, and are fo by thy grace, 


and for ever ſhall remain ſo. Let the whole 


world of thine elect know Thee, acknow- 


| ledge Thee, and with us adore Thee, and 


be ſaved by Thee! This is the ſum of our 
faith, our hope, and our prayer. Amen. 
Rom. xi. 33. Mr. HzRII. Włrsrus. 


365. Wouldſt thou know the love of 


Gopr? meaſure it not by any outward thing, 
by wealth, honour, or outward proſperity; 
for this is common with infidels and repro- 


bates, whom the LORD abhorreth, No, 


there is no outward created comfort can fſc- 


cure us of Gop's favour; only the having 


Chriſt, and receiving Him by faith as a gift 
from the Father : this only is that which is 
the ſpecial pledge of Gop's favour and love. 


What is all that the wicked have, the dew 


of heaven, g gladneſs of heart, ſun-ſhine, c? 


If they have not the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
| 4 . to 
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to cover them, the life of Chriſt to quicken 
them, ſuch things as eye never ſaw, their 
condition is woful. 7 xxvii. 8. Matth. 


366. Darkneſs in the minds of men, ig— 
norance of Gop, his nature, and his will, 
was the original of all evil unto the world, 
and yet continues ſo to be. For hereon did 


Satan erect his kingdom and throne, obtain- 


ing in his defign until he bare himſclf as the 
Gop of this world, and was ſo eſteemed by 


the moſt. He exalted himſelf by virtue of 
this darkneſs (as he is the prince of dark- 
nels) into the place and room of Gop, as 


the object of the religious worſhip of men. 
For the things which the gentiles ſacrificed. 


they ſacrificed unto devils, and not unto . 
50D, t Cor; X. 21, H. cvi.-27-.- Fhis is 


the territory of Satan, yea, the power and 


ſcepter of his kingdom in the minds of the 


children of diſobedience. Hereby he main- 
tains his dominion to this day in many and 
great nations, and with individual perſons 


innumerable. This is the ſpring of all wick- 
edneſs and confuſion among men tnemſelyes, 
| 3 -.- Hence 
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Hence aroſe that flood of abominations in 
the old world, which Gop took away with 
a flood of deſolation. Hence were the fins 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, which he revenged 
with fire from heaven, In brief, all the rage, 
blood, confuſion, deſolations, cruelties, op- 
preſſions, and villanies, which the world 
hath been and is filled withal, whereby the 
ſouls of men have been and are flooded into 
eternal deſtruction, have all ariſen from this 
corrupt fountain of the ignorance of Gon. 
Prove, 245 4t« Dr. Owxx. 


307%. All that antinomianiſm which the 
orthodox preachers of free grace are falſely 
charged with lies here, becauſe they main- 
tain that the firſt thing a convinced ſinner 
is to eye, in his turning to Gop, is the free 
grace and mercy of Gop in Chriſt for the 
pardon of fin, Evangelical conviction leads 
him to a reliance upon Chriſt in ſome degree 
of ſaving faith for the pardon of all his fins, 
and this faith begets in him a ſecret hope 
of pardon, and is the ſpring of all after- 
ſanctification, viz. of mortification of ſin, 
of repentance, and of all new obedience. 


. Let 
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Let this be remembred, as the main thing 
we contend about, that we begin our reli- 
gion at the grace of Gop, and do not think 
to ground our faith in Chriſt upen any legal 
preparations or works of our own. Tit. iii. 


5 6. | Mr, IBO. COLE, | 


368. The doctrine of ſalvation by ſincere 
obedience, that was invented againſt anti- 
nomianiſm, may well be naked - among the 
worſt antinomian errors. For my part I hate 
it with perfect hatred, and count it mine 
enemy, as I have found it to be: and I have 
found, by ſome good experience, the truth 
of the leſſon taught by the apoſtle, that the 
way to be freed from the maſtery and domi- 
nion of ſin is not to be under the law, but 
under grace, Rom. vi. 1 5. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

Mr. Mansnar. 

369. If the goodneſs of Gop is ſo ad- 
mirably ſeen in the works of nature and the 
| favours of providence, with what a noble 
ſuperiority does it even triumph in the my- 
ery of redemption! Redemption is the 
brighteſt mirror in which to contemplate this 
molt lovely attribute of the Deity, Other 
N 4 gifts 
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gifts are only as mites from the divine trea- 
ſury; but redemption opens, I had almoſt 
faid exhauſts, all the ſtores of his glorious 
grace. Herein Gop commendcth his love; 
not only manifeſts, but renders it perfectly 
marvellous; manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a 
manner, that it is beyond parallel, beyond 
thought, and above all bleſſing and praiſe. 
FJ. cvil.-2. xi. q, exiii, 7, 8. cxxxix. 17; 


Rom. v. 8. Eph. iii. 19. Mr. HERVEV. 


370. Grace is fo free, that the mercy we 
abuſe, the Name we have prophaned, the 
Name of which we have deſerved wrath, 
opens its mouth with pleas for us, Ezeb. 
xxxvi. 21. His name, while it pleads for 
them, mentions their demerits, that grace 
might appear to be grace indeed, and triumph 
in its own ſweetneſs, Rom. v. 20. Eph. ii. 
%%%ͤͤ K ͤ , 


371. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed 
to a believer frees him from the obligation 
of yielding obedience to be his juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, but adds an infinite obligation 
to obedience in point of gratitude; purchaſes 
LEE F and 
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and procures grace for enabling, to obey to 
all the other ends thereof, expiates the im- 
perfection of his perſonal Obedience, and 
renders its ſincerity acceptable. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 
1 Cor. vi. 20 Mr. GLAscock. 


27-4 have nothing to do with the devil, 
neither hath he given me any diſturbance all 
the time of my ſickneſs. But, be it fo, let 
him come, let him attack me, and try his 
ſtrength upon me a poor miſerable ſinner ; 
I will not therefore deſpond in my mind; 
for I know that I have not ſinned againſt 
him, but againſt my Gop : whereſore, ſol- 
lowing the example of the Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs, I will ſhew to him not the brazen 
| ſerpent indeed, but the Son of Gop hang- 
ing upon the croſs; and I will ſay, it is 
againſt this Perſon I have ſinned, and not 
..againft, thee; to Him 1 wholly commit my- 
ſelf, for I believe He hath paid a ſufficient 
price to God the Father for my ſins. Where 
fore be gone, O devil, and turn thy darts 
againſt the Seed of the woman: if you over- 
come Him, you overcome me alſo. I/. Ixviii. 
J Hb tbo 

Mr, SoLowox GESNER. 
ge 273. Here 
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373. Here is the grave, the wrath of Gop, 
and devouring flames, the juſt puniſhment 
of fin, on the one fide; and here am I, a 
poor ſinful ſoul, on the other fide : but this 
is my comfort, the covenant of grace, which 
is eſtabliſhed upon ſo many ſure promiſes, 
| hath ſalved all. There is an act of oblivion 
paſſed in heaven: I will forgive their iniqui- 
ties, and their fins will I remember no more. 
This is the bleſſed privilege of all within 
the covenant, among whom I am one. 
VCC | 

OO Mr. WILLIAM LyFoRD. 

374. O it is ſweet at all times, eſpeciallß 
at ſuch a time, to ſee the reconciled face of 
| Gop through Jeius Chriſt, and hear the 

voice of peace through the blood of the croſs, 

2 Th 1.3% Mr. Fit. 


375. O Loxp Go, I thank Thee that 
Thou wouldſt have me to be poor and a beg- 
gar upon the earth: I have no houſe, land, 
poſſeſſion, or money, to leave. Thou haſt 
given me a wife and children: to Thee I re- 
turn them: nouriſh, teach, and fave them, 

as 
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as hitherto Thou haſt me, O Father of the 
fatherleſs, and Judge of the widows! O 
my heavenly Father, the Gop and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Gop of all 
cConſolations, I thank Thee that Thou haſt 
revealed thy Son Jeſus Chriit to me, on 
whom I have believed, whom I have pro- 
feſſed, whom I have loved, whom I have 
celebrated; whom the biſhop of Rome and 

all the multitude of the wicked do perſecute 
and reproach, I pray Thee, O Lox Jeſus 
Chriſt, receive my ſoul. My heavenly Fa- 
ther, although I am taken out of this life, 
though I muſt now lay down this body, yet 
I certainly know that I ſhall dwell with Thee 
for ever, neither can I by any be plucked 
out of thine hands. Gop ſo loved the 
world that He gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in Him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. Jobs iii. 
15. X. 48, 2 Tin. . 0; 7, 3. 


Dr. MARTIN LUTHER'S laſt will and | 
| prayer. Ex Melch. Adam. 5 


37. J have 
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376. I have more than a thouſand FRO 


vowed toGop that I would mend; but I never 


performed what I promiſed : for the future 
I will vow no more, becauſe I have learned 


by experience that I cannot perform. And 


unleſs Gop be propitious to me for Chriſt's 
ſake, and grant me a happy hour when LI 


| ſhall depart this life, I ſhall never be able 


to ſtand with my vows and good works. 


-Tit. iii. 5, 6. 


JoHANNE $ STAUPICIUS, a German dis 
vine, | | 


377. There is but one ſun that giveth 
light unto the world; there is but one right- 
couſneſs, there is but one communion of 
ſaints, If I were the excellenteſt creature 
in the world, if I were as righteous as 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob (for they were 


excellent men in the world) yet we muſt 


all confeſs that we are great ſinners, and 
that there is no ſalvation but in the right- 


eouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and we have all 
need of the grace of GoD. And for my 
part, as concerning death, I feel ſuch joy 


of ſpirit, that, if I ſhould have the ſentence 


of 


EMINENT Divines, &c. 221 


of life on one fide, and the ſentence of death 
on the other ſide, J had rather chuſe a chou- 
ſand times (ſeeing Gop hath appointed the 
ſeparation) the ſentence of death than the 
ſentence of life. Phil. i. 23. 
Mr. EpwARD DEERING on his death- 
bed. 1576. 


T HE END; 


a 
Ne. 
— 
WJ 
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Epitaphium - 
Tno. STRATTON, civis Lond. 


Natura et vita peccator miſerrimus, 


Der Salvatoris gratia & ſanguine redemptus, 
Reſurgendi certiſſima fide, 
Corpus hic reponi voluit; 
: Stellam illam ſplendidam & matutinam expeCtans, 4 


Veni Igitur Downs Jeſu! | 


